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"Technology is just a tool. In terms of getting the kids working together and
motivating them, the teacher is the most important." Bill Gates

WE ARE READY!
Welcome to Your
New Classroom!

Welcome to Hampstead Hill Academy!
Note from Principal Hornbeck
Welcome to the new year! Our work together will be much different than what was hastily put in place last
spring. While nothing can replace in-person full-day school, Hampstead Hill Academy teachers have been
working hard to provide new and improved virtual learning experiences for your child. By now, your child
should be attending virtual, synchronous (live) daily classes. She/he should have an hha47.org e-mail address
to sign-in to live Zoom sessions with teachers and work in Google Classrooms. HHA students should use their
@hha47.org email address, which is a Google address, to sign-in to Zoom links provided by teachers. We have
distributed laptops to families who cannot afford to purchase their own. Every HHA student should have a
device by now. If, not, please let us know immediately by completing the technology request form at
www.hha47.org. This kind of school is all new for teachers and students. Please expect teachers to spend time
the first week or two setting procedures and expectations for the use of laptops and applications like Google
Classroom and Zoom. Note that HHA has our own unique domain and server (hh47.org) and, therefore, is not
connected to the domain that City Schools utilizes. Therefore, if your child has trouble signing-in to Google
Principal
Classroom, Zoom, or an hha47.org email address, please contact your child’s homeroom teacher who will
Matt
Hornbeck
support you and refer you to our technology specialist as needed. Finally, let’s all pause and celebrate where
we’ve been and where we are going. We will be back together in our building eventually, hopefully very soon.
Until that time, parents and teachers should give themselves and each other plenty of grace. Everyone is doing the very best they can under
unbelievable circumstances. HHA staff thank you for being patient as we work together to make learning this fall as engaging and rigorous as
possible. Matt Hornbeck, Principal, September 2020
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Hampstead Hill seeks to be a safe, nurturing, diverse,
family-friendly neighborhood school with rigorous,
effective academic programs and exciting, engaging
extracurricular activities. We believe all parents
want the same thing for their children: more and
better opportunities for college and career. We
believe in the importance of the arts, and we want
our students to be great communicators, listeners
and writers. Our students will be forward thinkers,
persistent, responsible, caring, dependable and
healthy members of the greater community.

Mission Statement

HHA Parent News Magazine is published monthly for the
families and community of Hampstead Hill Academy
Editor
Geraldine Swann
Director of Community Outreach

Vision Statement

Hampstead Hill Academy is a neighborhood public
charter school that exists to educate children living
in both our attendance area and throughout
Baltimore City. Our talented staff uses researchbased curriculum to develop and implement rigorous
lesson plans that continuously raise the academic
bar for our students. Our whole school community is
dedicated to working together to challenge our
students to succeed in a fair, consistent, just and
joyful learning environment.

IMPORTANT DATES THIS MONTH


9/8, Parent Tech Help Español 5 pm
Zoom link will be posted on the website prior to the meeting



9/9, HHA Herald Update for Parents



9/10, Parent Tech Help English 7 pm
Zoom link will be posted on the website prior to the meeting

What’s Inside…
Top News Stories page 3
 Current HHA information along with
upcoming events



9/16, School Family Council Meeting
Zoom link will be posted on the website prior to the meeting



9/17, Chat With Matt 3 pm



9/23, HHA Herald Update for Parents



9/23, HHA Flu Clinic 2 pm



9/24, Back to School Night 5:30-7:30 pm



9/30, GAL Parent Information Session 8 am and 5 pm
Zoom link will be posted on the website prior to the meeting

Family Information page 12



10/1, PTO Tutti Gusti Night 3-8 pm

PTO News page 15

News from the Teams page 7
 What your child is doing in class along
with resource, enrichment and ESOL
information

Club/Activities News page 11
 Updates and announcements for the
many clubs offered at HHA

 Issues important to our parents on a
variety of subjects

 News from the Parent/Teacher
Organization at HHA

PLEASE CHECK THE PARENT CALENDAR
FREQUENTLY FOR UPDATES.
THE CALENDAR IS AVAILABLE ON THE
HHA WEBSITE, FACEBOOK AND BLOOMZ.

Family Fun Information 16
 List of neighborhood organizations along
with telephone number and email
address

YOU ARE INVITED TO CELEBRATE
VIRTUAL LEARNING AT
BACK-TO-SCHOOL NIGHT
th

Join us Thursday, September 24 from 5:30 -7:30 pm for Back-to-School
Night. Learn what your child has been working on during the first weeks of
school. This virtual evening starts at 5:30 pm in your child’s homeroom class
with a State of the School video presentation by Mr. Hornbeck. The
business portion of the meeting will include information on our Diversity
and Equity Committee work, BUILD organizing work, and our participation in
the Strong Schools Maryland campaign to override the Governor’s veto of the Blueprint for Maryland’s Future (the name of the
Kirwan legislation), and an update on HHA enrollment numbers and our the budget. Parents will meet with teachers to ask general
questions. This is a parent meeting and not an evening for students. We ask parents not to bring children to the virtual meeting.
The evening is geared towards parents who want to know more about HHA’s budget and programs. This evening is not for
individual conferences. If parents would like an individual phone or Zoom conference with a teacher, they may arrange that through
the Bloomz app or via e-mail.
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TOP NEWS STORIES
WELCOME TO THE 2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR AT HHA
Hampstead Hill Academy is one of Baltimore’s finest schools. We are a safe school with a caring, talented faculty focused on teaching students
what they need to know and be able to do to succeed. Even in the early elementary grades, our eye is on high school, college and career readiness.
We want what you want for your child, the very best opportunities and choices life has to offer. To achieve this, we need your help in several
areas:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Attendance is everything. We can’t do our job unless your child comes to school regularly. You need to have your child attend virtual school
EVERY DAY it is in session or she/he will miss what is needed to move forward.
Make certain your child has enough space, time and support from you at home to study and do her/his homework.
On school nights, insist that your child get plenty of sleep, eat a good breakfast (whether at home or school), and come to school ready to
learn with a positive attitude.
Read with your child each day, and encourage independent reading. Even older students like to read together. Pick a good book and make it
part of your afternoon or evening routine. If your first language is not English, reading in your first language is great too! Just have fun.
Practice grade-appropriate math facts, simple addition and subtraction and/or multiplication and division with your child. Automaticity of
foundational skills is very important.

We look forward to a great start and a wonderful year full of learning and community. Whether you are new to our neighborhood or a returning
family, we welcome you and thank you for choosing Hampstead Hill Academy.
Strong Schools Maryland has been working for more than three years to support the development, passage and
funding of the BluePrint for Maryland's Education. This is the 10 year education plan created by the Kirwan
Commission (the Commission of Innovation and Excellence in Education). While we have come a long way, we are
currently working on overriding Governor Hogan's veto of the Blue Print Legislation. We can use your help in two ways
right now:
1. Join the email campaign to override the veto at Override the Veto Campaign
2. Join the HHA Strong Schools Team of 10 and take action on a regular basis to ensure our students and all Maryland
students have the kind of schools they deserve.
Contact Jill Vasbinder Morrison at jillvasbinder@gmail.com to join the team or if you have any questions. Please read
over the attached Blue Print for Maryland’s Education located at the end of the news magazine

PARENTS ARE INVITED TO JOIN US FOR THE SCHOOL FAMILY COUNCIL MEETING
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16TH AT 3 PM
Zoom link will be posted on the website prior to the meeting.

ATTENDANCE DURING REMOTE/VIRTUAL LEARNING
On-time daily attendance in school is critical for young people’s academic success as well as longer-term life outcomes, such as college graduation,
employment and physical and mental health. City Schools and HHA will prioritize student attendance throughout the year, whether we are
operating in a hybrid or virtual learning model. All students are expected to attend school five days a week. The school day at HHA, as always, is
from 8 am until 2:40 pm. A portion of that time will be live. Within a week or two, your child’s teachers will provide a learning schedule for the
parts of the day that are not live. It is the responsibility of each HHA parent and guardian to ensure their child follows the prescribed daily schedule
and complete and submit all assignments. Students should complete their own work. While we have been able to accommodate a handful of
requests in the lower grades to switch AM/PM schedules, that is no longer possible for the time being. Your child’s schedule is set and posted on
our website. Upon a student’s return to virtual learning from an unexcused absence, a written note needs to be submitted by the parent to the
student’s homeroom teacher. This note can now be submitted via email, text or through Bloomz. Important note: recordings of lessons will NOT be
provided unless there are extenuating circumstances and an excused absence, in which case a link to a recording of the missed lesson will be
e-mailed to that particular student. This is only for the occasional absence and certainly not an option for daily learning. In the event, that there is
the occasional technical difficulty signing-in, HHA teachers will work with families to determine how work can best be completed and submitted.
The expectation is that students will attend all live sessions each school day.
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CODE OF CONDUCT
The Code of Conduct will apply in School Year 2020 –2021, whether students are in school buildings or participating in virtual learning. Supportive
and restorative approaches will be prioritized, as usual, with suspensions in grades 5-8 being used as a last resort (in accordance with school board
policy). When an incident happens during virtual learning days or activities, schools may use only a lower-level response (1 or 2). More serious
incidents warranting a possible higher-level response (3 -5), leading to out-of-school suspensions, must be referred to the district’s Office of
Student Conduct and Attendance for investigation and resolution. A reminder that digital citizenship at HHA for teachers, parents and students
calls for a commitment to being on time and presenting a professional appearance. During synchronous learning, HHA uniforms are preferred but
not required. If a student chooses not to wear the uniform, please make sure they dress like they are going to school. Please set up a quiet space in
your home for your child’s remote learning classroom. Your child will need power, WiFi, a device like a laptop or Chromebook, a mouse,
headphones, a water bottle and access to a restroom. School supply lists are posted on our website.

PARCC/MARYLAND STATE
ASSESSMENT
At this time, the State of Maryland intends to administer the
Maryland School Assessment (MSA) exams in the spring of 2021 as
planned. Students in grades 3-8 take the MSA in reading and math
and students in grades 5 and 8 take the MSA in science as well. We
will certainly keep you posted on updates or changes to that plan.

PARENT ADVISORY TEAM
MEMBERS NEEDED
HHA is in the process of recruiting Parent Advisory Team members.
This team will consist of several HHA parents. Members of this team
will be asked to attend Council meetings and give their input
regarding issues pertaining to the school. In addition, members are
asked to be available to meet with Mr. Hornbeck regarding the
budget and other school related issues. If you would like to be a
member of the Parent Advisory Team, please complete the form
that will be sent out shortly.

HHA HERALD WILL BE
DELIVERED WEDNESDAYS

Many Thanks to our
Summer Custodial
Team!
We need to thank
Ms. Chris, Ms. Melanie,
Ms. Rasheed, Ms. Davis,
Ms. Olivia, Ms. Flora and
Ms. Carmen for their
commitment to getting the
building ready and making
everything shine.

Principal Hornbeck will resume sending the HHA Herald to all
families via Parentlink and Bloomz. The HHA Herald will provide
updates on all topics from re-opening plans to important
instructional and community announcements. The Herald will come
to the cell number and email address we have on file for you.

FREE UNIFORM SHIRT FOR EACH
STUDENT - AN HHA TRADITION
CONTINUES
HHA is pleased to announce that every student will receive a new
official HHA t-shirt by the end of October at no cost to families. Each
family will receive a form to make sure we order the correct size
shirt for your child. Shirts will be a different color each year, but
new this year, the back of the shirt will display a custom design by
HHA students, Gianna Gilbert and Taylor Spencer. The color is still
being finalized for this year. Official HHA t-shirts may be worn as a
uniform shirt on any day of the school year. School pride and
promotion of our high quality school brand are the reasons for this
giveaway.

FOOD DISTRIBUTION
HHA is a City Schools food distribution site. Every school day
between 8 am and 2 pm, City Schools’ parents or students may
come to the front door of our school to pick-up “Grab and Go”
meals. You do not need identification. However, a mask is required
and social distancing lines will be observed. Parents, please arrange
to pick-up meals at times that will not interfere with your child’s live
instruction schedule.

JOIN US FOR A CHAT WITH MATT
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17TH AT 3 PM
Zoom link will be posted on the website prior to the meeting.
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PLEASE WELCOME OUR NEW STAFF
We have a stellar group of new staff joining our talented ranks. We welcome Ny’Jeri Worsham (PreK Assistant Teacher with Morgan Klenk), Julia
st
Graston (Kindergarten Teacher), Natalie Alatzas ( K Assistant Teacher with Julia Graston), Kristina Satterlee (1 Grade Assistant Teacher with
st
rd
Meghan Bierley), Brianna Billups (1 Grade Urban Teacher Resident with Jackie Clary), Queen Bentil (3 Grade Math Urban Teacher Resident with
th
Lindsay Knudsen), Kevin Ball (8 Grade ELA Teacher), Hite Hubbuch (Special Education Teacher), Pam Weissman (Social Worker), Kelsey Ivy
(Psychologist), Cait Drake (Music and Movement Enrichment Instructor for grades PreK-2) and Mairead Alexander (Orchestra and Band Instructor
th
th
for grades 3-8). Congratulations to the following members of our experienced team as they transition into new roles: Amy Kosmer (7 and 8
th
th
Grade Social Studies Teacher), Steve Lohrman (7 and 8 Grade Science Teacher) and Rebecca Brezenoff (ESOL Teacher).

Ms. Worsham is excited to
start the academic school
year at HHA. She will teach
PreK students alongside
Ms. Klenk. Ms. Worsham is a
Virginia native and is new to
Baltimore. Her hobbies
consist of working on her
clothing line, shopping and
traveling. She’s thrilled to
work as an educator for the
betterment of HHA student
success and education!

Ms. Graston is delighted to
join HHA as a kindergarten
teacher this year. Originally
from Evanston, Illinois,
Ms. Graston moved from
Chicago to Baltimore last year
to complete her Master of
Arts in Teaching at Johns
Hopkins University. She has
been enjoying Baltimore and
is happy to be an educator in
the city. Ms. Graston also enjoys coffee, cooking, reading and
analyzing movies. Most importantly, she loves being a teacher
and is excited to get to know her wonderful students and their
families this year.
Ms. Satterlee is thrilled to
join the HHA community as
st
a 1 grade English teacher.
Ms. Satterlee grew up in
Baltimore, and has
experience in teaching
yoga, gardening and other
wellness classes for young
people. When she is not
teaching, she enjoys
cooking, gardening, hiking,
yoga and spending time
with friends and family.
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Ms. Alatzas is super excited to
join the HHA team as an assistant
teacher in kindergarten with
Ms. Graston. She previously was
a preschool teacher for 11 years
at a parochial school in Baltimore
County. She loves spending time
with her family and enjoys
watching her two daughters
Greek dance, play softball and
ride horses. She is looking
forward to meeting all of her new kindergarten friends and helping
them to grow in every way.

Ms. Billups is a Baltimore
native who attended
Baltimore City Public Schools,
in addition to the University of
Baltimore where she earned
her bachelor's degree in
Entrepreneurship. For the
past seven years, she has
worked with the non-profit, It
Takes A Village Inc, to support
the education of Baltimore
city youth in nutrition and
urban agriculture. She
strongly believes that education is the key to access opportunities
and this is why she continued her career path in the field of
education through Urban Teachers. As an Urban Teacher resident,
she will co-teach at HHA in Ms. Clary’s first grade classroom while
pursuing her master's degree in elementary education from Johns
Hopkins University.

Ms. Bentil is the Urban Teacher
Resident in Ms. Knudsen’s third
grade math classroom. She is
from Accra, Ghana and has
lived in Prince George’s County,
Maryland for the past 12 years.
She is a graduate of the
University of Maryland, College
Park and is currently a Masters
of Elementary Education
candidate at Johns Hopkins
University. Ms. Bentil
completed a year of service
with City Year New Orleans and
is excited to continue her journey in teaching at HHA.

Mr. Ball is overjoyed to be
th
joining the HHA family as the 8
grade ELA teacher. He spent last
year working as an Urban
Teacher resident with Ms. Lojo in
th
th
7 grade and Ms. Kosmer in 8
grade. He is originally from New
Jersey and enjoys playing soccer,
going to the beach, hiking, and,
of course, reading. He is
pursuing his Master’s Degree in
Education from Johns Hopkins
University. Mr. Ball is elated to
be sharing his passion for
th
literature, history, and social justice with our 8 grade students
this year.

Mr. Hite Russell Hubbuch is
thrilled to join the HHA team
this year as a first year Special
Education instructor. He will
assist teachers and students at
the middle school level.
Mr. Hubbuch is originally from
Georgia but moved to
Baltimore last year to join
Urban Teachers. He also has
experience teaching middle and
high school ELA. He enjoys
reading, films, music and being among friends in his spare time.
He currently attends Johns Hopkins University in pursuit of his
Master’s Degree in Education.

Ms. Ivy is a school psychologist who
will join the awesome clinician team
at HHA. Her primary role will be to
support early intervention and
prevention efforts for students in
grades PreK - 2. Ms. Ivy is from the
eastern shore of Maryland and has
been a Baltimore City resident for 12
years. In true Maryland form, she
loves being by the water and eating
crabs. She also loves eating and
shopping at all the small businesses
that Baltimore has to offer. Ms. Ivy received her undergraduate
degree at James Madison University and graduate degree at
th
Towson University. She is starting her 9 year in Baltimore City
schools and is most passionate about social emotional learning,
academic intervention and positive psychology. She is looking
forward to the 2020-2021 school year at HHA!
Ms. Mairead Alexander is
thrilled to join the faculty at
HHA as the Instrumental
Music teacher. She will
teach strings, woodwinds
and brass. As a recent
graduate of UMBC,
Ms. Alexander holds B.A.
degrees in both violin
performance and English
literature. Since the fall of
2015, she has taught
elementary strings at Wolfe
Street Academy through the Bridges Music Program.
Ms. Alexander has performed at multiple chamber and orchestra
festivals in the United States as well as in Europe, and in the fall of
2019, soloed with Canadian baroque violinist Aisslinn Nosky, and
the UMBC Collegium baroque orchestra.

Ms. Drake is joining the HHA team
as the Early Education Music
Enrichment teacher. She is
excited to work with students in
PreK – 2. She enjoys trips to the
beach, playing soccer, teaching
dance and spending time with her
husband and two children. Her
enthusiasm for developing a love
for the arts in young children is her
driving force, and she can't wait to
make music with HHA students!

Ms. Brezenoff has been working with HHA’s amazing students, families and staff for the last four years, and
is now excited to become a part of the ESOL team. Outside of school, she enjoys spending time with her
son, playing games, doing puzzles of all kinds, traveling to new and familiar places and riding horses. She
can’t wait to meet her new students and share her love of language and learning.
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RESPONSIBLE BEHAVIOR WITH YOUNGER
CHILDREN (RBYC) UPDATE
th

th

Was your child a 6 or 7 grade student during the 2018-2019 school year? If so, you may have
agreed to participate in the evaluation of the Responsible Behavior with Younger Children or RBYC
program.
If you did, thank you on behalf of the Moore Center for the Prevention of Child Sexual Abuse team
at Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health. Your family’s participation made this study a
possibility and we want to share how the study worked and some of our findings. Please find a
more formal report of this study at the end of the magazine.

NEWS FROM THE TEAMS

Please remember to
check your email
often for important
information and
Google forms/surveys
from HHA!

PREK
Ms. Klenk and Ms. Kaminaris: Welcome new PreK
friends and families! The PreK team is excited to get to
know each of you and begin a joyful year of learning,
laughing and loving school. The beginning of the virtual
school year is going to be primarily focused on making
sure everyone is connected and comfortable with the
virtual learning format. Connection and communication
are keys to ensuring academic success. By the end of
the first week of school, parents should be connected to
their child's homeroom Google classroom, Bloomz
communication app, your child's HHA47.org email
address and have login information for your child's AM
or PM live learning session.
Families are encouraged to carve out a space at home
for their child to engage in virtual learning and to create
Welcome to Ms. Klenk’s virtual classroom of learning
a morning school routine. This routine should include
eating breakfast, getting dressed and settling into the
learning space. Uniforms are not required, but are encouraged. Please do not wear pajamas or hoodies for live learning sessions. Lunch and snack
time should be scheduled around live learning sessions, and water bottles are OK for live learning. The first unit is All About Me! During this unit,
students will explore their individuality and share what makes each of them special. The PreK team looks forward to working with your child!

KINDERGARTEN
Ms. Maciel, Ms. Wallis and Ms. Graston: It is going to be an adventure, and the time to start is now! Assigned cubby conferences will take place
th
on Tuesday September 8 . During the conferences, technology applications for your child will be reviewed. Important aspects of kindergarten in
the Kindergarten Guide will also be reviewed. The first week of school for kindergarten is a gradual virtual entrance. Please look through all
documents sent in the mail, given at Meet Your Teacher and Cubby Conferences for information about the gradual entrance and what to expect
this year in kindergarten. Please take time at home to practice using Zoom with your child. Let them make silly faces in the camera or even talk to
family members that may live far away. The year will begin with lots of getting to know you activities, how to use applications and expectations for
distance learning. See everyone soon!

GRADE 1

Ms. Bierley is ready to the start the new
school year.

77

Ms. Bierley, Ms. Clary and Ms. Douglas: Students will work to become acclimated to the
virtual classrooms and learn Zoom and Google Classroom procedures. They will work in
their AM or PM reading, language, math and core knowledge groups. They will have circle
and calendar time to start each day and will begin spelling as they progress with routines.
Remember that your student must log in daily for attendance purposes using their
@hha47.org. We appreciate your patience as we start the year off with a lot of new
systems. You can contact any of the teachers through the emails located on the HHA
website, Bloomz, Google Classrooms or by calling the school. We look forward to a great
year giving your child the best experience possible.

GRADE 2
Ms. Bonner, Ms. Weber and Ms. Smith: Welcome to Second Grade!
Ms. Bonner, Ms. Smith and Ms. Weber are excited to meet their students and
start this unusual adventure together. Since the school year is beginning
virtually, there are lots of questions, and you may feel a little anxious.
Everyone feels the same. Just know that you are not alone and if there is
anything that you need during this challenging time your teachers will do their
nd
very best to supply it. As 2 grade begins, students will work on reading,
nd
math, language, social studies and science. To receive all of the 2 grade
information check your hha47 email frequently. Also check Bloomz and your
Google Classroom to find the most updated information. You can reach your
teachers through Bloomz and via their HHA emails at rmendoza@hha47.org,
msmith@hha47.org, mweber@hha47.org. See you online!

GRADE 3
Reading – Ms. Kaplan: Students will spend time adapting to the virtual
classroom, and getting to know each other through virtual icebreakers. Visit
the third grade website which has lots of important information for
parents: sites.google.com/view/hhathirdgrade. Please connect with
Ms. Kaplan on Bloomz for quick communication and updates on your child’s
progress.
Language/Social Studies - Ms. Sparwasser: Ms. Sparwasser is so excited to
start a very interesting school year, working together to get through the
challenges and celebrates the successes. In language, students will work on
sentence fluency and reporting with paragraph writing. In social studies, they
will begin the study of geography and the growth of the American city.
Math - Ms. Knudsen: Students are fortunate to welcome a resident teacher to
the classroom, Ms Bentil. She will work closely with teachers and students to
develop and implement rigorous math lessons. Students will start the year
mastering various technology platforms and getting to know each other.

Contact Geri Swann,
Director of Community
Outreach at
geriswann@hotmail.com
or
Felicia German, Director of
Latino Outreach at
fgerman@bcps.k12.md.us

WE ARE HERE TO
HELP YOU!

GRADE 4
th

th

Reading – Ms. Schultz: Welcome to 4 grade! Ms. Schultz is the 4 grade reading teacher. She has been in the classroom for 7 years and at HHA
for 5 years. Even though this year is starting off in a new way for all of us, she could not be more excited to get underway. This year, students will
read wonderful texts, including classics like The Wizard of Oz and The Prince and The Pauper. Much new information will be shared at the
beginning of the school year, especially as we all adjust to online learning. If she can answer any questions or support you or your child in any way,
feel free to reach out to her by text or phone at 443-360-0034 or by email at krschultz@hha47.org.
th

Language/Social Studies - Ms. Costello: Ms. Costello is excited to begin another school year at HHA and to meet her new 4 grade students! In
language, students will start off the year learning a variety of skills such as writing clear sentences and identifying and capitalizing proper nouns. In
social studies, they will start their first unit on the geography of the United States and Maryland. They will learn how to use different map skills to
learn more about the world around them.
Math – Mr. Pratta: Students will begin the school year working through Module 1 which covers addition, subtraction, place-value understanding
and rounding. In this module, they will extend their grade 3 work with whole numbers. They begin with large numbers using familiar units
(hundreds and thousands) and develop their understanding of millions by building knowledge of the pattern of times ten in the base ten system on
the place value chart. They will recognize that each sequence of three digits is read as hundreds, tens and ones followed by the naming of the
corresponding base thousand unit (thousand, million, billion). “The study of mathematics, like the Nile, begins in minuteness but ends in
magnificence.” – Charles Caleb Colton

GRADE 5
Reading – Ms. Pelligrini: Students will dive into a variety of texts such as The Doughnuts, The Odyssey, The Circuit and My Superpowers. They will
work on building vocabulary, reading fluently and monitoring comprehension as they read. In addition, they will answer questions during and after
reading, and develop written responses to texts. This month, students will also spend time getting comfortable with remote learning. It's
important to start the year with good habits. Help your child set up a learning space at home where they can focus. Help them get organized and
follow a schedule. Feel free to reach out to any of the teachers if you need help. Check out the fifth grade website for all important information.
https://sites.google.com/view/5th-grade-hha/5th-grade-class-site.
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Language/Science – Ms. Ruppenthal: Students are learning how details change the meaning of sentences. They will use tools and strategies to
organize information, punctuate sentences and express ideas in sentences that are clear to the reader. In social studies, students will start the
school year with the Unit 1 Investigation; Life Science. During this investigation, students will learn about the nutrient, transport and sensory
systems. They will explore how human activities can have major effects on plant and animal systems.
Math – Ms. O’Connor: Students will have a busy start of the year. They will begin the year with a review of fourth grade skills and then will move
into the first module of Eureka Math: Place Value and Decimal Fractions. This module will cover place value of both whole and decimal numbers,
decimal operations, standard, unit, and word form, along with estimation. This will give students the foundation they need to be successful in fifth
th
grade math! Specific information about 5 grade at HHA can be found at https://sites.google.com/view/5th-grade-hha/5th-grade-class-site. For
parents, information and resources can be found at https://greatminds.org/math/parents.

GRADE 6
Humanities – Mr. Farber: Students will work in the Springboard curriculum for English, which was created by The College Board in order to better
prepare students for college. Students can expect one or two major written assessments per quarter. They will also soon begin their first novel of
the year, The Outsiders by S. E. Hinton. The students will read the book using ActivelyLearn.com, which should be familiar to them from their
summer assignment. For social studies, they will not be able to complete projects for National History Day this year due to the nature of virtual
instruction, but will learn about ancient civilizations. Mr. Farber looks forward to working with everyone this year.
Math – Ms. Kleine: Students will learn a lot of important math concepts that will prepare them for Algebra and higher levels of math. To start the
year off, they will review key skills from previous grades and explore ratios, unit rates and other concepts of proportionality. There are many realworld applications for these concepts that can be explored by the teacher and students.
Science – Ms. Poole: Students will explore the world of science through many virtual labs and activities, as well as through readings and class
discussions. As scientists in the making, students are encouraged to ask questions and discuss theories with their families. The curriculum will
focus on the following four units: Physics: Can I Believe My Eyes?; Chemistry: How Can I Smell Things from a Distance?; Biology: Where have all the
Creatures Gone?; Earth: How does Water Shape Our World? This will certainly be a unique school year, and Ms. Poole is ready for it!

GRADE 7
th

Language Arts – Ms. Locke-Jones: Ms. LoJo is so excited to welcome your child to the 7 grade school year! Students will further develop their
voice through creative and argumentative writing. They will read texts from a variety of authors to help better expand their perspective of the
world. While it may be "distant learning", Ms. LoJo is excited to build close and personal connections with her students this year!
th

History – Ms. Kosmer: Ms. Kosmer will be the grade 7 and 8 History teacher. She has taught 8 grade ELA at HHA for 13 years and is looking
forward to this new teaching position. Students will begin the year with learning about European exploration and settlement and colonial
development. They will use HIstory Alive which is an online interactive notebook and is easily accessible and student friendly.
Math – Mr. White: Welcome back! Students will be challenged and learn exciting math this school year. In the first module, students will focus on
adding and subtracting positive and negative rational numbers (integers, fractions, mixed numbers and decimals). They will also explore number
properties (additive inverse, commutative property and associative property). During virtual learning, all content will be delivered via Zoom, and
all assignments will be through the math program called Edulastic.
Science – Mr. Lohrman: To start the year, in the IQWST curriculum, students will study the subject of life science and how genes and heredity are
part of an organism’s life. Students will answer the question "Why do organisms look the way they do?"

GRADE 8
Language Arts – Mr. Ball: Students will read a wide range of both contemporary and classical literature, poetry and nonfiction texts. They will
make connections between the themes in the texts and modern society. Students will be better prepared to find their place in society and take on
the challenges facing their generation. The main texts will be supplemented with a diverse set of perspectives which will allow the students to
examine themselves and other cultures.
Pre-Algebra/Algebra 1 – Ms. Luthers Bradford: Pre-Algebra - Welcome back! Students will be challenged and learn rigorous math this year. In
Eureka Module 1, students will focus on number sense by extending the properties of exponents to integer exponents. They will use the number
line to support their understanding of rational numbers and the number system. Students will also learn that irrational numbers exist. Ask your
child, how do you know if a number is rational or irrational? Algebra 1 - Welcome back! Students will be challenged and learn rigorous math this
year. In the first unit, students will recognize and generalize patterns using words, tables, expressions and graphs. They will also generate rules for
solving simple linear equations and inequalities, as well as absolute value equations and inequalities. When out with your child, please ask them
what patterns they see. Noticing patterns in everyday life helps students to see them in the math classroom.
Science – Mr. Lohrman: To start the year, in the IQWST curriculum, students will study the subject of life science and how genes and heredity are
part of an organism’s life. Students will answer the question "Why do organisms look the way they do?"
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RESOURCES
MUSIC LESSONS
Ms. Alexander: Students will review the parts of the instrument, proper instrument care, posture, and set up to begin the year. They will also work
to establish a foundation in reading, notating and playing rhythmic and melodic patterns on their instruments. This will develop students' overall
musicianship. With clear expectations centered on diligence both in small group classes and through daily practice at home, students will grow as
both musicians and instrumentalists in preparation for community performances. If you are interested in having your child participate, please
reach out to Ms. Alexander either on Bloomz, or at malexander@hha47.org.

ART
Ms. Butcher: Welcome back to the 2020-2021 school year! Ms. Butcher is looking forward to seeing all of her students virtually at the start of the
school year. Virtual art class this year will consist of your child learning about well-renowned artists and completing art projects that will help them
gain knowledge in art history and culture, creative expression, aesthetic perception and art criticism.

DRAMA
Ms. Durkin: Ms. Durkin is excited for a year exploring creativity and the magic of theatre! PreK and kindergarten students will engage in dramatic
play to develop a basic understanding of acting. Grade 1-8 students will participate in a variety of developmentally-appropriate activities to build
ensemble with their classmates and become Zoom stars!

FOOD FOR LIFE
th

Ms. Demas: Ms. Ariel Demas has had a passion for cooking and gardening since she was a young child. She is excited to begin her 14 year at
HHA, teaching all students in grades PreK - 8 about nutrition and how healthy eating affects health, exploring multicultural food traditions around
the world and growing food in the school garden when we're back in person.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Mr. Edwards: Welcome to the 2020-21 school year! Mr. Edwards looks forward to seeing everyone on Zoom. Classes will be tailored for limited
space. Yoga, spatial awareness and stretching units are scheduled for Quarter 1. Make sure you have room to move around during your class.

NATURE EXPLORATION
Ms. Riorda: Welcome to a new and very different
school year! Ms. Riorda’s goal for virtual learning is
to engage all students in authentic investigations,
interactive activities, and plenty of movement and
outside time. She doesn’t just teach Nature
Exploration, she lives it! Wherever she goes, you
can catch her snapping photos or creating videos of
things she wants to share with her students. To the
right are some pictures of her on a recent bike ride
out in Baltimore County. She had to stop so she
could show fields of soybeans up close. The corn
plants were equally impressive!

Ms. Riorda
living in
nature

LIBRARY
Ms. Kannam: Ms. Kannam has been at HHA for 10 years and feels so lucky to be part of this wonderful school family!
This year she will spend her time with:

PreK-2 students enjoying literature and celebrating the diversity of our world. Bags with books will be sent home for students to enjoy.
Please check Bloomz for times to come to school to get new books.

grade 3 students enjoying literature celebrating the diversity of our world and practicing typing skills.

grade 4, 5, 6 and 8 students delving into computer coding skills via Code.org and Codecombat.com.

grade 7 students exploring world languages to prepare for high school requirements via online courses provided by Duolingo.com
Please look on Bloomz for updates regarding checking out books and information on the Scholastic Online Book Fair which will take place from
October 5 - 12!

Join Ms. Kannam for the HHA September PreK-2nd Virtual Library
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ENRICHMENT NEWS
Ms. Guitiane: The GAL/ Enrichment program is adapting to virtual learning in several key ways. Students who were formally identified as gifted,
advanced, or talent development in prior years will continue to have enrichment and acceleration opportunities integrated into their regular
classes, as well as additional options for working with small virtual GAL groups. While most of the virtual pullout groups will be run in an
asynchronous fashion, there will be scheduled occasions for GAL students to engage and share their learning synchronously. As always,
Individualized Learning Plans (ILPs) will be developed for each student, outlining goals and strategies for optimizing personal and academic growth.
GAL families should use the following code to join the GAL Bloomz page: 29CAQB. There you will have access to relevant schedules, links and
articles.

2020-21 New Formal Identification as Gifted or Advanced
Because testing will be limited in a virtual environment, new formal identifications will be delayed until it becomes possible to resume the
conditions necessary for standardized testing. Until then, parents, teachers, and academic coaches will refer students who demonstrate high
ability and/or outstanding academic performance on current classroom measures for possible inclusion in GAL programming. For more
information about gifted and advanced learning, please check out the school website. In addition, Ms. Guitian will host two virtual GAL
th
information sessions for interested parents on September 30 at 8 am and 5 pm. See the school calendar for details.

SPECIAL EDUCATION
Ms. Shaffer: The Special Education department hopes you had a long restful summer! September is a month
to draw attention to Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD). Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder
Month is a time to recognize how many people, young and old, suffer from this condition. About 5% of the
world’s population is affected by ADHD. While some people tend to look at ADHD as a non-issue, the Special
Education department tries to educate others. They look forward to the new school year and working with
our families.

ESOL DEPARTMENT NEWS
Ms. Bailin, Ms. Gonzalez, Ms. Hicks, Ms. Brezenoff and Mr. LaBarr: The ESOL team is excited to see all of the returning students virtually, as well
as new additions. During the first few weeks, families will receive forms electronically via the parent portal. Please look for these forms. Parents
are asked to sign the forms electronically. If you have trouble logging in or need to log in for the first time, please reach out to any of the ESOL staff
and they would be glad to help you get logged in. Here's to a great school year!

CLUB/ACTIVITIES NEWS
Girl Scouts will resume this year with outdoor meetings in Patterson Park. Tentative meeting day is
Mondays at 4 to 6pm. Although the troops are almost full there is room for a few more students in
kindergarten and grades 2 and 3. Parent volunteers are needed to work with any grade level of the
troop. Cadettes, Juniors, Brownies and Daisies will all begin their meetings together before breaking
out into small age level groups. Please contact Jill Vasbinder Morrison at jillvasbinder@gmail.com if
you are interested in volunteering or having your GIRL join the troop. G.I.R.L Go-getter, Innovator,
Risk-taker, Leader

DIVERSITY CLUB
In response to student requests, HHA is happy to present the third year of Diversity Club for grades 6-8. The student club has the following
mission: to promote diversity, cultural awareness, and provide support to students on multicultural issues within the school and community. The
group takes a stand against prejudice, hatred, and promotes an appreciation and understanding of tolerance of others. Ms. Luthers, Club
Coordinator, looks forward to exploring and reaching the potential for this club. Your student is welcome to join! Dates and times are now being
determined. Please stay tuned for more information on Bloomz and in your child's virtual classroom!

LIVING CLASSROOMS IN PATTERSON PARK
Living Classrooms at Patterson Park is hosting a hybrid, in-person and virtual program this fall! The inperson opportunities include art, lacrosse, a running club, cell phone photography and a self-care class.
The in-person programming will be limited to 15 students and follow strict socially distancing policies.
There will be attendance and weather policies for these classes. The virtual programming will offer movie
clubs, Men and Women for Others, A Step In Your Hair Journey, a book club, at home fitness and a baking
club. All materials for these clubs will be available for pick up at the Park House or by delivery from our staff. Use this link to sign up for the
program https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScYbS8cb-AsDhbk7LxtmI_iqFA1uz5qXjzMv6UCBvdrJvBbPA/viewform?usp=sf_link
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ANNOUNCING VIRTUAL SPANISH CLUB
HHA Spanish club is going virtual! This fall The Language Project is
offering virtual Spanish clubs for grade PreK – 4 featuring music,
games, stories and more! Same fun—different format!









Clubs begin first week of October. Multiple days and times
available for your convenience
Spanish-speaking teachers trained in teaching second language
for kids
Little to no parental assistance required with activities designed
for students to participate independently
Registration cost includes all supplies. 10-week session is $135
Capped at 10 students per club
Can complete a full level of Spanish with three 10-week units
Sibling and military discounts available

To register, go to www.languageprojectkids.com. Click on Enroll
Now. For questions, please contact Jean Meile, Maryland
Programming Director, at maryland@languageprojectkids.com.
Gracias!

2020-2021
REGISTRATION
The Baltimore Children’s Choir is
excited to offer virtual and inperson outdoor (masked and
distanced) rehearsals for the 2020-2021 season.
About the Program:





Rehearsals will be approximately an hour in length
Students will perform repertoire from a variety of genres
ranging from classical music to pop songs
Students will enhance music theory skills and gain healthy voice
habits
Students will gain self-confidence through performance

Rehearsals Locations:
Monday: 4 E. University Parkway, Baltimore MD 21218
Thursday: 3426 Bank Street, Baltimore MD 21224
For more information email baltimorechildrenschoir@gmail.com or
click on the registration page
https://www.baltimorechildrenschoir.com/registration.

FAMILY INFORMATION
THE 2020/2021 RESTORATIVE PRACTICES PROGRAM
Welcome to the new (virtual) school year! Regardless of the format, HHA is committed to building a caring
school community, one based on positive relationships, inclusivity and respect. This is done, in part, through the
Restorative Practices program, a comprehensive, whole-school approach to building community and reducing
conflict. Through a partnership with the International Institute of Restorative Practices (www.iirp.edu), HHA is
committed to providing high-quality training and support to all of the school staff so they can better meet the
needs of our students and families. The Director of Restorative Practices, Mr. Steven Plunk, facilitates and
supports this process.
Restorative Practices
The specific restorative practices we use at HHA include:





Community-building circles conducted by homeroom teachers
Affective statements (“I feel ___when___”) and questions (“How do you think ____ felt when _____?”) that help teach empathy and address
misbehavior
Informal ‘breakfast clubs’ and ‘lunch bunches’ that help build social skills and self-confidence and enhance peer interactions
Responsive circles and restorative conversations facilitated by staff members whenever a harm has occurred

Questions typically asked during these responsive circles and restorative conversations include:

What happened?

What were you thinking/feeling at the time and/or what was your motivation?

What have you thought about (or how have you been feeling) since?

Who has been affected by what happened? In what ways?

What needs to happen in order to make things right?
Think Time worksheets and Behavior Reflection forms incorporate these questions and are generally completed independently by a student, and
then sent home to be signed or reviewed by a parent/guardian. In addition to the strategies listed above, the Leaders Go Places (LGP) program for
middle school and a new ‘Junior LGP’ for upper elementary grades serve as great motivators to help our students excel academically, socially and
behaviorally. Also new this year is the Bloomz Parent Communication app for all grade levels to keep the channels of communication between our
staff and families running smoothly.
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Social and Emotional Learning
To address the unique social and emotional challenges and needs of our students during this pandemic, community-building circles are more
important than ever. Homeroom blocks have been built into the daily virtual learning schedules, and every upper school teacher has been assigned
a homeroom assistant. While most circles will feature fun, get-acquainted prompts (e.g., If you had to pick an outfit to reflect your mood, what
would it be?), others may incorporate mini lessons on social and emotional learning (SEL) skills or mindfulness practices.
Many of our elementary school teachers use Second Step (www.secondstep.org) and/or Sanford Harmony (www.sanfordharmony.org ) to teach or
reinforce important social skills like empathy, emotion management, impulse control and social problem solving. In the same way that restorative
practices help build and repair relationships, SEL teaches the behavioral and social skills necessary for students to succeed in school and out.
Mindfulness
Finally, mindfulness has been shown to be a powerful tool to help decrease
stress and anxiety and strengthen attention and focus. Mindfulness
incorporates a variety of skills, including breathing, stretches and movement.
The Holistic Life Foundation (www.hlfinc.org) is a local organization that has
been teaching mindfulness in Baltimore City Schools since 2001, and they
recently launched an online program called Bringing Academics and the Mind
(BAM) to help reach more students. Your child’s homeroom teacher may
incorporate lessons from BAM or other reputable sources including GoNoodle
(https://app.gonoodle.com), Calm (www.calm.com), or Headspace
(www.headspace.com).
Supporting Restorative Practices, SEL, and Mindfulness at Home
In addition to the restorative practices explained above, you can also help
teach and reinforce communication and empathy skills at home by using
Image Source: www.panoramaed.com Panorama
circles during family time. The same questions many of our teachers use for
Education, 3 Activities for Adults to Practice
their circles are now available for free online at the Sanford Harmony website.
Modeling Social and Emotional Skills
For early childhood conversation starters, see
https://www.sanfordharmony.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/fixedSEC16_4553_LOWER-ELEMENTARY_Quick-Connection-CARDs_FINAL.pdf and for upper grade conversation starters, see
https://www.sanfordharmony.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/fixed-SEC16_4554_UPPER-SCHOOL_Quick-Connection-CARD-ART_FINAL.pdf
These same question prompts and many other SEL-themed games and activities are also
featured on their new Game Room app for iPhone and Android. The free app even
includes Relaxation and Focus exercises. Speaking of mindfulness, Holistic Life Foundation
offers a version of its virtual curriculum for families. You can sign up for a free, 30-day
subscription at www.bamprogram.com. Finally, you are invited to join a Google Classroom
for parents https://classroom.google.com/c/MTU4MjQ3NTk5NjYy?cjc=ov7mcvs where
you will find social and emotional learning, mindfulness and restorative practices resources
under the ‘Classwork’ tab (don’t worry, there are no grades or due dates). This virtual
classroom will be updated throughout the year, so please do check back.
If you have any questions about Restorative Practices or any of our SEL programs and supports, please reach out to Mr. Plunk at
splunk@hha47.org. Best wishes for you and your child for a successful and restorative year ahead.

SPEECH LANGUAGE CORNER
Amanda Smith is the Speech-Language Pathologist who supports our students in all grade
levels at HHA. She helps students to improve skills related to language (e.g., understanding
questions, vocabulary/concept development, storytelling, sentence formulation), social skills,
fluency (stuttering) and articulation (speech production). Ms. Smith often collaborates with
classroom teachers and other related service providers to facilitate students’ success
throughout their school day. Please visit her Bitmoji classroom
(https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX1vTgwGOGe1qibygrBdp15jipVIEJuuT1WZa9TXapknorbaG4RruWwKnS8zGDPHvhLR9nEEBGDQ
i5uGCC/pub?start=true&loop=false&delayms=3000) for resources and videos related to
speech-language skills and never hesitate to reach out to her if you have any questions or
concerns. In addition to working at HHA, Ms. Smith also lives in the Canton neighborhood
and has a daughter (Corbyn) who has attended HHA since kindergarten and is now entering
th
the 5 grade.
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Ms. Smith pictured with her daughter,
a student at HHA

NEWS FROM THE DISTRICT 46 TEAM
Dear Friends and Neighbors,
While this summer was non-traditional and to many families, very challenging, we hope that you were able to find some joy in the time together.
We are thrilled that Hampstead Hill Academy is reconvening for the 2020-2021 school year, albeit under unusual circumstances.
We know firsthand that virtual learning is not easy for anyone involved, but we are confident that HHA’s administration, teachers, and staff are
doing everything they can to make the experience as enriching as possible for students and families. We stand ready to support the HHA
community however possible and remain in constant contact with Baltimore City Public Schools to supplement their efforts.
While it is the beginning of the school year, two critical deadlines are also approaching:
1.

To be counted in the 2020 Census, you must respond by September 30th. It is vital that all families complete the census for all members of
your household. Each person counted represents over $18,000 in federal funding over the course of the next 10 years for Baltimore’s schools,
hospitals, and municipal services. We cannot afford to miss out on this opportunity. There’s still time to respond online by going to
my2020census.gov.

2.

If you plan to vote by mail in the 2020 General Election, you must request your mail-in ballot by October 20th. If you have not already
requested your ballot, you should have recently received an application in the mail. You can receive your mail-in ballot by sending back the
paper application, or by going to bit.ly/MDBALLOTS and requesting it online. You can also check your voter registration status, including the
status of your mail-in ballot request by going to bit.ly/MDVoterStatus.

As always, please do not hesitate to reach out to any of us about these, or any other issues. Our offices have collectively helped hundreds of our
neighbors access resources as the COVID-19 public health emergency continues and constituent services are our top priority!
Senator Bill Ferguson, Delegate Luke Clippinger, Delegate Robbyn Lewis, Delegate Brooke Lierman
bill.ferguson@senate.state.md.us (410-841-3600); luke.clippinger@house.state.md.us (410-841-3488);
robbyn.lewis@house.state.md.us (410-841-3772); brooke.lierman@house.state.md.us (410-841-3319)

TIPS FROM THE PRINCIPAL
ORGANIZATION

DIGITAL AWARENESS

SLEEP

Students, in particular, upper elementary and
middle school, can be quite disorganized.
Often, this is not intentional. The part of the
brain known as the prefrontal cortex is
responsible for executive functioning. This part
of the brain is rapidly growing and is not fully
developed until the mid-20s for some of us.
However, this does not mean that we simply
excuse and enable students to be
disorganized. It does mean that we work with
them to help them build the skills necessary to
train their brains to find organizational systems
that work for them. Color-coded folders may
work for one child while a binder system may
work for another—trial and error is the answer
to see what works best. HHA provides
agendas for all children. Parents and students
should use the agenda as a tool to help in the
organizational process.

It is never too early to start promoting
appropriate use of digital technologies. First,
establish set times and limits on using video
games. All essential needs/activities must
come first (nutrition, sleep, exercise,
homework, etc.). Also be aware of your child’s
socialization in his or her digital world. As
cyber safety expert Bill Bond writes, “You don’t
owe your kid an apology over seeing what they
are doing on cyberspace. Kids in their
socialization process will sometimes make
stupid decisions.” If that decision occurs
online, it could haunt them for years. Adults
often misinterpret a child’s ability to use
technology with understanding how to
appropriately use it. As adults in their lives, we
have the obligation to provide guidance not
only in real life but also in their cyber lives. If
your child has a Facebook account then you
should be on the friends list. Our professional
recommendation is no Facebook, Instagram,
Snap, or other online personal accounts until
eighth grade at the earliest. HHA’s Google
Classroom, Zoom, and Bloomz accounts are
privacy and safety protected.

Last but not definitely not least, getting a good
night’s rest is extremely important. If your
child’s grades are slipping, it should be the first
thing that you adjust. It sounds simple, but
getting enough sleep is often something that is
overlooked.
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CREATIVE ALLIANCE
Saturday Family Drop in art class Kerplunk! on Facebook live will begin Saturday, September 19 - October 17, 11am-12pm.
More information here. Click HERE to register. *First 20 families will receive art supplies for this class mailed to their home.
Creative Alliance is thrilled to announce the first Black Artists Matter festival in
September! In celebration of this event, our young artists will create their own
artwork inspired by spectacular Black artists. Students will study contemporary
artists like Beyoncé and her new visual album Black is King, and learn from local
Baltimore artists and current Creative Alliance residents, Christopher Batten,
Charles Mason III and Murjoni Merriweather.

PTO NEWS
Upcoming PTO Events Include:






Tutti Gusti Night – 10/1, flyer attached - Join HHA on the first Thursday of each month for a fun dinner out and help PTO raise money!
Tutti Gusti donates 10% of all eat in and carry out orders.
Harris Teeter - consider attaching your VIC card to HHA. When you shop Harris Teeter brands, a percentage of your purchase is donated
to the school that is linked to your VIC card. There are NO LIMITS to how much a school can earn. Instructions on how to link your card is
located at the end of the news magazine.
Box Tops – We are still collecting Box Tops. A huge THANK YOU to everyone who clips and scans for HHA. Every scan and scissor clip is
worth it.
B3 - November 7, 2020 date is cancelled - all previously purchased tickets will be refunded. Please contact hhapto@gmail.com if you
have questions or concerns.
JOIN THE CCA - JOIN THE CCA - The Canton Community Association (CCA) is our local volunteer neighborhood organization for those who
live, work, or play within Canton. Each month the CCA sends an e-newsletter to all its members to share helpful information, news and
events about Life in Canton. Want to learn about CCA committee involvement, volunteer opportunities, community & family-friendly
activities and more? All you have to do is join the CCA. Memberships start at $10/year. To join, visit www.cantoncommunity.org/joinus/. If you have information to submit, please send to newsletter@cantoncommunity.org.

PTO Financial Statement Summer 2020 June, July and August
Beginning Balance:
Revenue
Harris Teeter
Tutti Gusti
Total Revenue

$38,551.09
$8,714.77
$211.10
$8,925.87

CHECK THE HHA PARENT CALENDAR
FOR UPCOMING PTO MEETINGS

Expenses
Amazon Prime
Ms. Kannam - Bookstore
request
Loan to HHA for HEPA filters
Service Charge
Storage
Writing Contest Prizes
C&A Sportswear
B3 HHA Cups
Total Expenses

$500.00
$14,919.12
$4.00
$105.00
$78.84

Ending Balance

$31,291.03

$38.97

$540.00
$16,185.93

CHECK OUT THE HHA WEBSITE AT WWW.HHA47.ORG FOR A MULTITUDE OF INFORMATION INCLUDING:
STAFF EMAIL ROSTER, LINKS FOR UPCOMING MEETINGS, CLASSROOM WEBSITES AND MUCH, MUCH MORE!
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Thank you to our families,
partners and friends who
contributed to our fund to
help HHA families in need.
We appreciate your
generosity and look
forward to our continued
relationship.
During these difficult
times, it is comforting to
know that we have your
support!
The Hampstead Hill
Community

FAMILY FUN IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD






Southeast Anchor Library - located at 3601 Eastern Avenue; 410-396-1580, www.prattlibrary.org/locations/southeast/
Friends of Patterson Park – located at 27 S. Patterson Park Avenue; 410-276-3676, pattersonpark.com/
Creative Alliance at the Patterson – located at 3134 Eastern Avenue, 410-276-1651, creativealliance.org
Patterson Park Audubon Center – located at 2901 E. Baltimore Street, 410-558-2473, pattersonpark.audubon.org/
Please check the back of the news magazine for additional event information!

Students stop by HHA
to pick up supplies
for the first day of
school
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SOME HHA STUDENTS HAD THE CHANCE TO MEET THEIR
TEACHER FOR THE NEW SCHOOL YEAR WHILE PICKING UP
SCHOOL SUPPLIES.

B L U E P R I N T F O R M A R Y L A N D 'S F U T U R E

Funding Formula Explained

The Blueprint for Maryland's Future funding formula passed during the 2020 legislative session. This
formula funds the implementation of the Kirwan Commission recommendations which will build a worldclass education system for all Maryland students. Maryland's funding formula is one of the most complex in
the country, but we've summarized the important components below. Click the links for more details.

Categorical
College & Career
Teachers
Early Childhood
Education

FOUNDATION
Base amount of funding needed to provide
adequate general education services.
Per student funding, currently $7,244,
increases from $7,991 (2022) to $12,138 (2033).
Includes additional funding for the following
new initiatives:
Increased teacher salary & school staffing,
interventions and rigor for college &
career readiness, and behavioral health
services

Foundation
Resources for
Student Success

EARLY CHILDHOOD
EDUCATION
Expands full-day pre-K for eligible 3-4 yr olds
from public and private providers with more
related services funded in the categorical
section.
Per pupil funding will increase from $10,094
in 2023 up to $19,526 in 2033.
Cost is determined by a tiered sliding scale.

Source Data

RESOURCES FOR
STUDENT SUCCESS
Targeted funding for additional supports
required beyond general education
services.
Includes funding changes for the following
supports:
Special Education
English Language Learners
Compensatory Education - additional
funds needed to support students
experiencing poverty
Concentration of Poverty - funds needed
to provide additional support for
students attending schools with
concentrations of poverty

COLLEGE & CAREER
READINESS
Funds literacy intervention for students
who are below grade level in K-3rd grade.
Phases out by 2027.
Post college and career readiness pathways.

HIGHLY QUALIFIED
TEACHERS
Funding for a new 4-tier career ladder
based on performance with other initiatives
to elevate the teaching profession included
in categorical and foundation funding.

CATEGORICAL
Funding for specific programs with some
funds allocated by the state directly to the
programs, not to local governments.
Includes additional funding for the
following new initiatives:
Accountability board, teacher education
loan assistance, curriculum & assessment
improvements, family support
centers and school-based health centers
The state and local governments
share funding responsibility for
most of the formula based on
local wealth, so the state funds
more for areas with less wealth.

Please link your VIC card to Hampstead
Hill Academy!
Connect your VIC card to our Together in
Education account and HHA earns. There
is no cost to you. When you shop Harris
Teeter brands, a percentage is donated
back to the school(s) your card is linked
to. There are NO LIMITS to how much a
school can earn. VIC cards just have to
be relinked annually. We can link you,
friends, and/or family automatically if you
sign up here:

https://forms.gle/ZiEEmY4k4wTbhoWW7
Alternatively, you can associate your VIC card yourself by going to
your Harris Teeter account every year and linking to school #2488.

https://www.harristeeter.com/together-in-education

Join Hampstead Hill Academy
and

for
Friends and Family Night Out!
Bring this flyer into Tutti Gusti on
Thursday, October 1st
from 3-8pm
10% of Food & Drink purchases
(eat-in or carry out) will be donated to
Hampstead Hill Academy PTO
Come enjoy great food as well as a night out!

Gluten-free options available
Tutti Gusti
3100 Fait Ave.Baltimore.21224
410.534.4040
www.tuttigusti.net

Hampstead Hill Academy
Staff Roster 2020-2021
Name

Title

Email Address

Matt Hornbeck

Principal

principalhornbeck@hha47.org

John Paz

Assistant Principal

assistantprincipalpaz@hha47.org

Cassandra Bailey

Assistant Principal

assistantprincipalbailey@hha47.org

Cindy Varner

Secretary

cvarner@bcps.k12.md.us

Rosalia Castelan

Office Assist/Translator/ESOL Para rcastelan@bcps.k12.md.us

Laura Doherty

President, BCP

ldoherty@baltimorecp.org

Jon McGill

Director of Academic Affairs, BCP

jmcgill@baltimorecp.org

Angela Scott

Human Resource Admin, BCP

ascott@baltimorecp.org

Megan Trainer

Academic Coach

mttrainer@hha47.org

Katie Johnson

Academic Coach

kjohnson@hha47.org

Michael Lucas

Academic Coach

mlucas@hha47.org

Carey Fetting-Smith

Academic Coach

cfettingsmith@hha47.org

Laura Guitian

Director of Enrichment

lguitian@hha47.org

Nicky Seymour

Guidance Counselor

nseymour@hha47.org

Steven Plunk

Director of Restorative Practices

splunk@hha47.org

Leonard Lee

Testing & Technology Specialist

llee@hha47.org

Chris Kotchenreuther

Facilities Manager

ckotchenreuther@hha47.org

Geri Swann

Director of Community Outreach

geriswann@hotmail.com

Felicia German

Director of Latino Outreach

fgerman@hha47.org

Morgan Klenk

PreK - 9201

mklenk@hha47.org

Ny’Jeri Worsham

Assistant

nworsham@hha47.org

Michelle Kaminaris

PreK - 9202

mkaminaris@hha47.org

Lucy Mendez

Assistant

lmendez@hha47.org

Ashley Wallis*

Kindergarten - 9101

awallis@hha47.org

Teresa Smith

Assistant

tsmith@hha47.org

Julia Graston

Kindergarten - 9103

jgraston@hha47.org

Natalie Alatzas

Assistant

nalatzas@hha47.org

Joanna Maciel

Kindergarten - 9102

jmaciel@hha47.org

Katie Vincent

Assistant

kvincent@hha47.org

Jacqueline Clary

102

jclary@hha47.org

Helen Tucker

Assistant

htucker@hha47.org

Meghan Bierley

103

mbierley@hha47.org

Kristina Satterlee

Assistant

ksatterlee@hha47.org

Rachel Douglas

101

rdouglas@hha47.org

Ashley Lefever

Assistant

alefever@hha47.org

Maureen Weber

203

mweber@hha47.org

Marybeth Smith*

201

msmith@hha47.org

Reza Bonner

202

rmendoza@hha47.org

Casey Sparwasser

302

csparwasser@hha47.org

Liz Kaplan

301

lkaplan@hha47.org

Lindsay Knudsen

303

lknudsen@hha47.org

Kelsey Schultz*

401

krschultz@hha47.org

Kirby Costello

402

kacostello@hha47.org

Queen Bentil

Urban Teacher (UT) Resident

qbentil@hha47.org

Brianna Billups

Urban Teacher (UT) Resident

bbillups@hha47.org

Brandon Pratta

403

bpratta@hha47.org

Gabriella Pellegrini

501

gpellegrini@hha47.org

Hayley Ruppenthal

502

hruppenthal@hha47.org

Ellie O'Connor

503

eoconnor@hha47.org

Jason Farber

601

jfarber@hha47.org

Kelli Poole*

602

kmpoole@bcps.k12.md.us

Katja Kleine

603

kkleine@hha47.org

Kat Locke-Jones*

701

lojo@hha47.org

Amy Kosmer

702

kball@hha47.org

Brian White

703

bwhite@hha47.org

Kevin Ball

801

akosmer@hha47.org

Stephen Lohrman

802

slohrman@hha47.org

Christina Luthers Bradford
803

cluthers@hha47.org

Jennifer Shaffer*

IEP Chair and Testing Coordinator

jshaffer@hha47.org

Tony Berry

Specialized Tutor

tberry@hha47.org

Sarah Hohman

Special Educator

shohman@hha47.org

Hite Hubbuch

Special Educator

hhubbuch@hha47.org

Meagan V.W.

Special Educator

mvw@hha47.org

Amanda Smith

Speech - Language Pathologist

asmith1@hha47.org

Kenya Tucker

Social Worker

ktucker@hha47.org

Pamela Weissman

Social Worker

pweissman@hha47.org

Alyssa Schardt, PhD

Psychologist

drschardt@hha47.org

Kelsey Ivy

Psychologist

kivy@hha47.org

John Polanco

Hopkins/Bayview Family Therapist jpolanc2@jhmi.edu

Rebecca Brezenoff

ESOL

rbrezenoff@hha47.org

Jason LaBarr

ESOL

jlabarr@hha47.org

Colleen Hicks

ESOL

chicks@hha47.org

Nancy Gonzalez*

ESOL

ngonzalez@hha47.org

Sara Bailin

ESOL

sbailin@hha47.org

James Edwards

Physical Education

jedwards@hha47.org

Jacy Butcher

Art

jbutcher@hha47.org

Mairead Alexander

Band/Orchestra

malexander@hha47.org

Cait Drake

Primary Music Enrichment

cdrake@hha47.org

Sonya Kannam

Librarian

skannam@hha47.org

Cathy Geleta

Library Assistant

cgeleta@hha47.org

Kelly Durkin

Drama

kdurkin@hha47.org

Ariel Demas

Food for Life

ademas@hha47.org

Melissa Riorda*

Nature Exploration

mriorda@hha47.org

Judith Burlock

Nurse

jburlock@bcps.k12.md.us

Anita Ash

Nurse Assistant

aash@bcps.k12.md.us

Gwen Moore

Cafeteria Manager

gsmoore@bcps.k12.md.us

Beverly Briggs

Cafeteria Server

Cafeteria

Angela Mayo

Cafeteria Server

Cafeteria

Markesa Turner

Cafeteria Server

Cafeteria

Michelle Brown

Cafeteria Server

Cafeteria

Tiffany White

Cafeteria Server

Cafeteria

Jackie Korycki

Substitute Teacher

jkorycki@hha47.org

Rebekah Nicholson

Substitute Teacher

rnicholson@hha47.org

Irene Protopapas

Substitute Teacher

iprotopapas@hha47.org

Darius Tarver

Substitute Teacher

coachtarver@hha47.org

Regina Vargas

Lunch Assistant

Cafeteria

Claudia Kane

Lunch Assistant

Cafeteria

Melanie Wright

Custodian

005

Fariydah Rasheed

Custodian

005

Wiesenia Davis

Custodian

005

Desher James

Director of FFG (Afterschool)

desher.ffg@gmail.com

free TO BMORE
#atthepratt

your journey starts here

Children’s Programs in September
Sunday

Monday

6

1

Tuesday

Wednesday

2

1:00 p.m. Facebook
Nature Play: Leaf Art

3

Thursday

4

6:00 p.m. Zoom
Back to School Night with
the Pratt
7

8

9

10

11

11:00 a.m. Facebook
Pratt Virtual Storytime Live!

14

15

11:00 a.m. Facebook
Pratt Virtual
Storytime Live!

1:00 p.m. Facebook
Nature Play: Nature
Paintbrushes

3:30 p.m. Zoom
What Happened This
Week? News Quiz
for Kids

4:00 p.m. Facebook
Crafternoon: Create Your
Best Fall Hat

2:00 p.m. Zoom
Kids Writers LIVE!
Susan Muaddi
Darraj
16

17

18

11:00 a.m. Facebook
Pratt Virtual Storytime Live!

19

10:00 a.m. Zoom
TurnAround, Inc.
Body Safety for
Children (program
for kids with
caregiver)

4:00 p.m. Online Event
Calendar
Digital Escape Room:
Baseball
6:00 p.m. Zoom
TurnAround, Inc. Protecting
Our Children (program for
caregivers)

6:00 p.m. Zoom
Storytelling with
Bunjo Butler
21

22

11:00 a.m. Facebook
Pratt Virtual
Storytime Live!

4:00 p.m. Facebook
Crafternoon: Spooky
Spiders

23

24

25

26

11:00 a.m. Facebook
Pratt Virtual Storytime Live!
4:00 p.m. Animal Crossing
Animal Crossing: Equinox
Obstacle Course*

3:30 p.m. Zoom
What Happened This
Week? News Quiz
for Kids

6:30 p.m. Zoom
Kids Writers LIVE! Rita
Lorraine Hubbard

4:00 p.m. Facebook
Pinwheels for Peace
27

12

12:00 p.m. Facebook
Hispanic Heritage
Month Books for
Kids

4:00 p.m. Zoom
Grandparents Day
Celebration!

20

5

Saturday

11:00 a.m. Facebook
Pratt Virtual Storytime Live!

1:00 p.m. Facebook
Nature Play: Pinecone
Play

13

Friday

28

29

11:00 a.m. Facebook
Pratt Virtual
Storytime Live!

4:00 p.m. Facebook
Crafternoon: Accordion
Book and Variations

30

3:30 p.m. Zoom
What Happened This
Week? News Quiz
for Kids
6:00 p.m. Zoom
Kids Writers LIVE! 10
Questions with Lulu
Delacre

*Registration Required

prattlibrary.org

free TO BMORE
#atthepratt

your journey starts here

Children’s Programs in October
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Sunday

*Registration Required

3

9

10

6:30 p.m. Zoom
Kids Writers LIVE! Kelly
Starling Lyons

5

6

7

8

11:00 a.m. Facebook
Pratt Virtual Storytime
Live!

1:00 p.m. Facebook
Exploring the Great
Indoors: Blanket Fort
Construction

11:00 a.m. Zoom
Wolf Trap Early
Learning Series

11:00 a.m. Facebook
Pratt Virtual Storytime
Live!

12

13

14

15

11:00 a.m. Facebook
Pratt Virtual Storytime
Live!

1:00 p.m. Facebook
Exploring the Great
Indoors: Indoor
Campfire Craft

11:00 a.m. Zoom
Wolf Trap Early
Learning Series

11:00 a.m. Facebook
Pratt Virtual Storytime
Live! Doors Open
Baltimore Storytime

3:30 p.m. Zoom
What Happened This
Week? News Quiz for
Kids
18

2

4:00 p.m. Facebook
¡Canta! Sing with Miss
Ryan for Hispanic
Heritage Month

2:00 p.m. Zoom
Chemistry in the
Library: Sticking with
Chemistry*

4:00 p.m. Facebook
Rubber Band-Powered
Rover

4:00 p.m. Zoom
Digital Whimsy Lab:
Designing Community
Solutions*
21

16

4:00 p.m. Zoom
LEGO® Build and Share

19

20

11:00 a.m. Facebook
Pratt Virtual Storytime
Live!

11:00 a.m. Zoom
11:00 a.m. Zoom
Let Your Voice Be Heard Wolf Trap Early
Storytime
Learning Series

11:00 a.m. Facebook
Pratt Virtual Storytime
Live!

3:30 p.m. Zoom
What Happened This
Week? News Quiz for
Kids

1:00 p.m. Facebook
Exploring the Great
Indoors: Firefly Jar and
Lanterns

4:00 p.m. Zoom
Blue Water Baltimore FOG Monster Mash

4:00 p.m. Facebook
Tell a Story 1-2-3

26

27

28

29

11:00 a.m. Facebook
Pratt Virtual Storytime
Live!

11:00 a.m. Zoom
Spooky Storytime

11:00 a.m. Zoom
Wolf Trap Early
Learning Series

11:00 a.m. Facebook
Pratt Virtual Storytime
Live!

4:00 p.m. Zoom
Digital Whimsy Lab:
Designing Community
Solutions*

4:00 p.m. Facebook
Fruit and Vegetable
Stamping

3:30 p.m. Zoom
What Happened This
Week? News Quiz for
Kids
4:00 p.m. Zoom
Crazy for Cupcakes!
7:00 p.m. Zoom
Prenatal Storytime

4:00 p.m. Facebook
Family Fun Movement
& Rhythm: Samba

17

11:00 a.m. Zoom
Cultural Traditions
Storytime: Día de los
Muertos

22

23

24

10:00 a.m. Facebook
Family Listening
& Learning with
Overdrive
11:00 a.m. Zoom
Altar-Making
Workshop with the
Creative Alliance’s
Artesanas Mexicanas

7:00 p.m. Zoom
Prenatal Storytime
25

Saturday

4:00 p.m. Facebook
¡Baile! Dance with
Naciones Unidas

3:30 p.m. Zoom
What Happened This
Week? News Quiz for
Kids
11

Friday

11:00 a.m. Facebook
Pratt Virtual Storytime
Live!

prattlibrary.org
4
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Responsible Behavior with Younger Children (RBYC) Update
Was your child a 6th or 7th grader year at Arlington Middle, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Middle, Fallstaff
Middle or Hampstead Hill Academy during the 2018-2019 school year? If so, you may have agreed to
participate in the evaluation of the Responsible Behavior with Younger Children, or RBYC program.
If you did, thank you on behalf of the Moore Center for the Prevention of Child Sexual Abuse team at
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health. Your family’s participation made this study a
possibility and we want to share how the study worked and some of our findings. For additional details
about the study, please find a more formal report at the end of the magazine.
How did the study work?
The RBYC program was designed to provide 6th and 7th grade students with knowledge and tools to
make positive choices to help prevent inappropriate sexual behaviors and child sexual abuse with peers
and younger children. For the study our team partnered with four Baltimore City middle schools and
randomly selected two schools to receive the RBYC program first (Group A) and two schools to receive
the program later in the school year (Group B). To take part in the study, students had to have
parent/guardian written consent and also agree to participate.
Participating students in both groups completed an anonymous survey to capture what knowledge and
skills they had before the RBYC program. Then, two members of our team, Christina and Marcus,
presented the RBYC program to students in Group A. Again, all students in Groups A and B completed
the anonymous survey a second time. This allowed our team to see if Group A, who received the RBYC
program learned significantly more than Group B, who did not yet receive the program. After the second
anonymous survey, Christina and Marcus also presented the RBYC program to students in Group B.
What did we learn about the RBYC program?
When we compared the survey results from Group A with Group B, we found that Group A reported:
 More knowledge of developmental differences between teens and younger children,
 More knowledge about consent,
 More knowledge about what behaviors are considered child sexual abuse,
 More knowledge of the laws around child sexual abuse,
 More knowledge about what peer behaviors are considered sexual harassment,
 More confidence in their ability to prevent child sexual abuse,
 More confidence in their ability to prevent peer sexual harassment.
What’s next?
Our results are promising, but this was just the first phase of our RBYC study. We still have a lot to
learn. We plan to conduct more studies to determine the best ways to incorporate RBYC into existing
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middle school curriculums and adapt the program’s curriculum to fit the needs of other youth serving
organizations as well.
Thank you again for participating and supporting our RBYC study. If you would like to stay up to date
on RBYC and other work the Moore Center is doing, please visit our website here. Please feel free to
reach out to Amanda Ruzicka at aruzicka@jhu.edu with questions.
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Responsible Behavior with Younger Children (RBYC) Pilot Study Summary and Results
What is RBYC?
Responsible Behavior with Younger Children (RBYC) is a program to teach middle school students
information and tools to avoid making mistakes that could lead to inappropriate sexual behaviors or
child sexual abuse when interacting with peers and younger children. The program consists of ten
interactive sessions comprised of classroom discussions and activities as well as four take home family
activities for students to share and discuss what they have learned in class with their families.
Table 1. Responsible Behavior with Younger Children (RBYC) session titles and placement of family activities.
Session
Session Title
Family Activity
Number
1
Introduction to the RBYC Program
2
Developmental Differences
Family activity #1
3
Perspective-Taking and Empathic Responding
4
Healthy vs. Unhealthy Teenage-Young Child Relationships (Part A)
Family activity #2
5
Healthy vs. Unhealthy Teenage-Young Child Relationships (Part B)
6
Child Sexual Abuse Facts and Legal Ramifications
Family activity #3
7
Why Child Sexual Abuse by Adolescents Occurs and Responsible Behaviors
for Preventing Child Sexual Abuse
8
Responsible Behavior with Peers
Family activity #4
9
Being a Good Bystander or Upstander
10
Wrap Up

Who funded and approved this study?
The National Institute of Child Health and Human Development provided our team at the Moore Center
for the Prevention of Child Sexual Abuse (a center within the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of
Public Health) with funding to conduct a study to evaluate the RBYC program in four Baltimore City
middle schools. The study was reviewed and approved by the Institutional Review Boards at both
Baltimore City Public Schools and Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health.
How did you study RBYC?
During the 2018-2019 school year, our team partnered with four Baltimore City Middle Schools who
elected to participate in the study of RBYC. Each school was randomly selected to be in Group A or
Group B. Staff and administrators at the participating schools helped our team send home consent forms
with 6th and 7th grade students to allow parents and guardians to decide if they wanted their student(s) to
participate. Students were also asked to provide their own assent to participate in the surveys and
students with parent/guardian consent who did not choose to participate were not provided with a
survey.
Student participation included completing anonymous student assessments before and after receiving the
RBYC program in their classrooms. The purpose of the student assessments was to compare what
knowledge and tools students in Group A knew before receiving the RBYC program to what they knew
3
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after the program. By comparing student assessment results of Group A and Group B, we could see if
the RBYC program may have provided students with new knowledge and if students felt better prepared
to avoid and address situations that could lead to inappropriate sexual behaviors or child sexual abuse.
Table 2. Timing of RBYC study activities for Group A and Group B.
Study Activity
Group A
Pre Student Assessment
X
RBYC Program
X
Post Student Assessment
X
RBYC Program

Group B
X
X
X

Students were given a $5 gift card as a thank you for each survey they completed. Students who did not
have parent/guardian consent or did not provide their own assent to participate in the study were given
alternative activities related to their normal curriculum during the RBYC study. Parents/guardians and
students were welcome to opt out of any portion of the study at any time.
What did you learn from the study of RBYC?
Across the four schools, the RBYC program was implemented and assessed with 160 students in 6th and
7th grades. Of the 160 students 117 were in Group A and 43 were in Group B. The student assessment
data from all students in each group were lumped together so that we could compare pre and post
student assessments for each group.
Compared to students who had not yet received the RBYC program (Group B), students who had
received the RBYC program (Group A) reported increased knowledge about:
 Developmental differences between teens and younger children,
 Consent,
 Facts about child sexual abuse,
 The laws around child sexual abuse,
 Facts about peer sexual harassment.
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Change in Knowledge of
Developmental Differences between
Teens and Younger Children

Change in Knowledge about Consent
17%
1.00
0.90

2.3%

8.00
6.00

6.05
5.91

4.00
2.00
0.00

P
R
E

0.77
5.54 5.44

P
O
S
T

P
R
E

P
O
S
T

P
R
E
0.00

Group B

3%

Group A

P
R
E

P
O
S
T

Group B

11%

1.00

0.88

0.86

0.82

0.78

0.79

0.81
0.72

0.50

0.50
P
R
E
0.00

P
O
S
T

Change in Knowledge of Laws
around Child Sexual Abuse

Change in Knowledge of Facts about
Child Sexual Abuse

0.86

0.77

0.50

Group A

1.00

0.73

P
O
S
T

Group A

P
R
E

P
O
S
T

P
R
E

Group B

0.00
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P
R
E
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Change in Knowledge of Facts about
Peer Sexual Harassment
3.4%

1.00
0.85

0.88
0.70

0.75

0.50
P
R
E

P
O
S
T

P
R
E

Group B

Group A

0.00

P
O
S
T

Group A students, who received the RBYC program, also reported increased confidence in their abilities
to use their knowledge and tools to prevent peer sexual harassment and child sexual abuse.

Change in Knowledge of SelfEfficacy to Prevent Child Sexual
Abuse

Change in Knowledge of
Self-Efficacy to Prevent Sexual
Harssment

3.41
3.00

2.00

1.00

4.4%

4.4%

4.00

3.27

P
R
E

4.00
3.45

3.36 3.31

3.31

3.40

3.24

3.00
P
O
S
T

Group A

P
R
E

P
O
S
T

2.00

Group B

1.00

P
R
E

P
O
S
T

Group A

P
R
E

P
O
S
T

Group B

Group B also reported some increased knowledge from their pre student assessment to their post student
assessment in:
 Consent,
 The laws around child sexual abuse,
6

Responsible
Behavior
with
Younger
Children



Facts about peer sexual harassment.

From their pre student assessment to their post student assessment Group B reported decreased:
 Knowledge of Developmental differences between teens and younger children,
 Less confidence in their abilities to use their knowledge and tools to prevent peer sexual
harassment
 Less confidence in their abilities to use their knowledge and tools to prevent child sexual abuse.
The increases and decreases between Group B’s pre and post student assessments could be a result of
several factors including: students guessing about questions they don’t know and sometimes guessing
correctly or incorrectly, or students learning about a topic from current events, family, peers, etc.
between the time of the pre and post student assessments. After receiving the post student assessment,
Group B was also provided with the RBYC program.
What’s next for RBYC?
Consistent increases in Group A’s scores and Group A’s scores being above those of Group B indicate
that RBYC may be a promising example of how increasing 6th and 7th graders knowledge and tools may
help to prevent instances of peer sexual harassment and child sexual abuse. This study was the first
study of the RBYC program and we still have a lot to learn about it. Our team plans to conduct more,
larger studies to learn more about what pieces of RBYC are the most beneficial to students, how RBYC
impacts students behaviors, and determine the best ways to incorporate RBYC into already existing
middle school curriculums and other programs for youth serving organizations. Please contact Amanda
Ruzicka at aruzicka@jhu.edu with any questions about the RBYC program.
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Actualización de Comportamiento Responsable con Niños Pequeños (RBYC)
¿Era su hijo un estudiante en el 6º o 7º grado en Arlington Middle, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Middle,
Fallstaff Middle, or Hampstead Hill Academy durante el año escolar 2018-2019? Si es así, es posible
que haya aceptado participar en la evaluación del programa de Comportamiento Responsable con Niños
Pequeños o RBYC.
Si lo hizo, gracias de parte del Moore Center for the Prevention of Child Sexual Abuse en la Escuela de
Salud Pública Johns Hopkins Bloomberg. Queremos compartir el funcionamiento del estudio y algunos
de nuestros hallazgos. Para obtener más información sobre este estudio, por favor vea el final del
boletín.
¿Cómo funcionó el estudio?
El programa RBYC fue diseñado para proporcionar a los estudiantes de 6º y 7º grados conocimientos y
herramientas para tomar decisiones positivas para ayudar a prevenir comportamientos sexuales
inapropiados y abuso sexual infantil con compañeros y niños pequeños. Para el estudio, nuestro equipo
se asoció con cuatro escuelas secundarias de la ciudad de Baltimore y seleccionó al azar dos escuelas
para recibir el programa RBYC primero (Grupo A) y dos escuelas para recibir el programa más tarde en
el año escolar (Grupo B). Para participar en el estudio, los estudiantes debían tener el consentimiento por
escrito de los padres/tutores y también aceptar participar.
Los estudiantes participantes en ambos grupos completaron una encuesta anónima para capturar qué
conocimientos y habilidades tenían antes del programa RBYC. Luego, dos miembros de nuestro equipo,
Christina y Marcus presentaron el programa RBYC a los estudiantes del Grupo A. Una vez más, todos
los estudiantes de los Grupos A y B completaron la encuesta anónima por segunda vez. Esto permitió a
nuestro equipo ver si el Grupo A, que recibió el programa RBYC, aprendió significativamente más que
el Grupo B, que aún no recibió el programa. Después de la segunda encuesta anónima, Christina y
Marcus también presentaron el programa RBYC a los estudiantes del Grupo B.
¿Qué aprendimos sobre el programa RBYC?
Cuando comparamos los resultados de la encuesta del Grupo A con el Grupo B, encontramos que el
Grupo A reportó:
 Más conocimiento de las diferencias de desarrollo entre adolescentes y niños pequeños,
 Más conocimiento sobre el consentimiento,
 Más conocimiento sobre qué comportamientos se consideran abuso sexual infantil,
 Más conocimiento de las leyes sobre el abuso sexual infantil,
 Más conocimiento sobre qué comportamientos de pares se consideran acoso sexual,
 Más confianza en su capacidad para prevenir el abuso sexual infantil,
 Más confianza en su capacidad para prevenir el acoso sexual entre pares.
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¿Qué sigue?
Nuestros resultados son prometedores, pero este fue sólo la primera fase de nuestro estudio. Hay mucho
que aprender. Planeamos realizar más estudios para determinar las mejores maneras de incorporar
RBYC en los planes de estudios existentes en las escuelas secundarias. Además, queremos adaptar el
plan de estudios del programa para adaptarse a las necesidades de otras organizaciones que también
sirven a jóvenes.
Gracias de nuevo por participar y apoyar nuestro estudio. Si desea mantenerse al tanto sobre RBYC y
otros trabajos que el Moore Center está haciendo, visite nuestro sitio web aquí. Por favor, ponerse en
contacto con Amanda Ruzicka en aruzicka@jhu.edu con preguntas.
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Resumen y resultados del estudio piloto de comportamiento responsable con niños pequeños
(RBYC)
¿Qué es RBYC?
El Comportamiento Responsable con los Niños Pequeños (RBYC, por sus siglas en inglés) es un
programa para enseñar a los estudiantes de la escuela secundaria información y herramientas para evitar
cometer errores que podrían influir en comportamientos sexuales inapropiados o abuso sexual infantil al
interactuar con compañeros y niños pequeños. El programa consta de diez sesiones interactivas
compuestas por discusiones y actividades en la clase, así como cuatro actividades familiares para que los
estudiantes compartan y analicen lo que han aprendido en clase con sus familias.
Tabla 1. Títulos de sesiones de Comportamiento Responsable con Niños Pequeños (RBYC) y colocación de actividades
familiares.
Número de
sesión
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Título de la sesión

Actividad familiar

Introducción al Programa RBYC
Diferencias de desarrollo
Toma de perspectivas y respuesta empática
Relaciones Saludables vs No Saludables entre adolescentes y niños
pequeños (Parte A)
Relaciones Saludables vs No Saludables entre adolescentes y niños
pequeños (Parte B)
Datos de Abuso Sexual Infantil y Ramificaciones Legales
Por qué ocurre el abuso sexual infantil por parte de los adolescentes y los
comportamientos responsables para prevenir el abuso sexual infantil
Comportamiento responsable con los pares
Ser un buen espectador o interviniente
Cierre

Actividad familiar #1
Actividad familiar #2

Actividad familiar #3

Actividad familiar #4

¿Quién financió y aprobó este estudio?
El Instituto Nacional de Salud Infantil y Desarrollo Humano proporcionó a nuestro equipo en el Moore
Center for the Prevention of Child Sexual Abuse fondos para llevar a cabo un estudio para evaluar el
programa RBYC en cuatro escuelas secundarias de la ciudad de Baltimore. El estudio fue revisado y
aprobado por las Juntas de Revisión Institucional en las Escuelas Públicas de la Ciudad de Baltimore y
la Escuela de Salud Pública Johns Hopkins Bloomberg.
¿Cómo estudiaste RBYC?
Durante el año escolar 2018-2019, nuestro equipo se asoció con cuatro escuelas secundarias en la ciudad
de Baltimore para el estudio de RBYC. Cada escuela fue seleccionada al azar para estar en el Grupo A o
Grupo B. El personal y los administradores de las escuelas participantes ayudaron a nuestro equipo a
enviar formularios de consentimiento con estudiantes de 6º y 7º grado al domicilio para permitir que los
padres y tutores decidan si querían que sus estudiantes participaran. También se pidió a los estudiantes
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que proporcionaran su propio consentimiento para participar en las encuestas y los estudiantes con
consentimiento de padres/tutores que no eligieron participar no recibieron una encuesta.
La participación de los estudiantes incluyó completar evaluaciones anónimas de los estudiantes antes y
después de recibir el programa RBYC en sus clases. El propósito de las evaluaciones de los estudiantes
era comparar qué conocimientos y herramientas sabían los estudiantes del Grupo A antes de recibir el
programa RBYC con lo que sabían después del programa. Al comparar los resultados de la evaluación
de los estudiantes del Grupo A y el Grupo B, podríamos ver si el programa RBYC puede haber
proporcionado a los estudiantes nuevos conocimientos y si los estudiantes se sentían mejor preparados
para evitar y abordar situaciones que podrían conducir a comportamientos sexuales inapropiados o
abuso sexual infantil.
Cuadro 2. Tiempo de las actividades de estudio de RBYC para el Grupo A y el Grupo B.
Actividad de estudio
Pre-Evaluación Estudiante
Programa RBYC
Post Evaluación Estudiante
Programa RBYC

Grupo A
X
X
X

Grupo B
X
X
X

A los estudiantes se les dio una tarjeta de regalo de $5 como agradecimiento por cada encuesta que
completaron. Los estudiantes que no tenían el consentimiento de los padres/tutores o no proporcionaron
su propio consentimiento para participar en el estudio recibieron actividades alternativas relacionadas
con su plan de estudio normal durante el estudio de RBYC. Los padres/tutores y estudiantes fueron
bienvenidos a optar por no participar en cualquier parte del estudio en cualquier momento.
¿Qué aprendiste del estudio de RBYC?
En las cuatro escuelas, el programa RBYC fue implementado y evaluado con 160 estudiantes en 6º y 7º
grado. De los 160 estudiantes, 117 estaban en el Grupo A y 43 estaban en el Grupo B. Los datos de
evaluación de todos los estudiantes de cada grupo se agruparon para que pudiéramos comparar las
evaluaciones pre y post entre cada grupo.
En comparación con los estudiantes que aún no habían recibido el programa RBYC (Grupo B), los
estudiantes que habían recibido el programa RBYC (Grupo A) reportaron un mayor conocimiento sobre:
 Las diferencias de desarrollo entre adolescentes y niños pequeños,
 Consentimiento,
 Datos sobre el abuso sexual infantil,
 Las leyes en torno al abuso sexual infantil,
 Datos sobre el acoso sexual entre pares.
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Cambio en el conocimiento de las
diferencias de desarrollo entre
adolescentes y niños pequeños

Cambio en el conocimiento sobre el
consentimiento
17%
1.00

8.00

2.3%

6.00

6.05
5.91

0.00

0.77

P
R
E

P
O
S
T

Grupo A

P
R
E

P
O
S
T

P
R
E

Grupo B

0.00

3%
0.86

P
O
S
T

Grupo A

P
R
E

P
O
S
T

Grupo B

11%

1.00

0.88

0.86

0.82

0.78

0.79

0.81
0.72

0.50

0.50
P
R
E
0.00

0.77

Cambio en el conocimiento de las
leyes sobre el abuso sexual infantil

Cambio en el conocimiento de los
hechos sobre el abuso sexual infantil

1.00

0.73

5.54 5.44
0.50

4.00
2.00

0.90

P
O
S
T

Grupo A

P
R
E

P
O
S
T

P
R
E

Grupo B

0.00
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Cambio en el conocimiento de los
hechos sobre el acoso sexual entre
pares
3.4%
1.00
0.85

0.88
0.70

0.50
P
R
E

P
O
S
T

P
R
E

P
O
S
T

Grupo B

Grupo A

0.00

0.75

Los estudiantes del Grupo A, que recibieron el programa RBYC, también reportaron una mayor
confianza en sus habilidades para utilizar sus conocimientos y técnicas para prevenir el acoso sexual
entre pares y el abuso sexual infantil.
Cambio en el conocimiento de la
autoeficacia para prevenir el abuso
sexual infantil

Cambio en el conocimiento de la
autoeficacia para prevenir el acoso
sexual

3.41
3.00

2.00

1.00

4.4%

4.4%

4.00

3.27

P
R
E

4.00
3.45

3.36 3.31

3.31

3.40

3.24

3.00
P
O
S
T

Grupo A

P
R
E

P
O
S
T

2.00

Grupo B

1.00

P
R
E

P
O
S
T

Grupo A

P
R
E

Grupo B

El Grupo B también reportó un mayor conocimiento desde su evaluación previa en:
 Consentimiento,
 Las leyes en torno al abuso sexual infantil,
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Datos sobre el acoso sexual entre pares.

Desde su evaluación previa del estudiante del Grupo B reportó disminución en:
 Conocimiento de las diferencias de desarrollo entre adolescentes y niños pequeños,
 Menos confianza en sus habilidades para usar sus conocimientos y herramientas para prevenir el
acoso sexual entre pares,
 Menos confianza en sus habilidades para usar sus conocimientos y herramientas para prevenir el
abuso sexual infantil.
Los aumentos y disminuciones entre las pre y post evaluaciones de los estudiantes del Grupo B podrían
ser el resultado de varios factores, incluyendo: los estudiantes adivinar sobre preguntas que no conocen
y a veces adivinar correcta o incorrectamente, o los estudiantes que aprenden sobre un tema a través de
eventos actuales, familia, compañeros, etc. entre el momento del pre y las post evaluaciones del
estudiante. Después de recibir la post evaluación del estudiante, el Grupo B también recibió el programa
RBYC.
¿Qué sigue para RBYC?
Los aumentos constantes en las puntuaciones del Grupo A y las puntuaciones del Grupo A por encima
de las del Grupo B indican que RBYC puede ser un ejemplo prometedor de cómo aumentar, para los
estudiantes del 6º y 7º grado, el conocimiento y técnicas que pueden ayudar a prevenir casos de acoso
sexual entre pares y abuso sexual infantil. Este estudio fue el primer estudio del programa RBYC y
todavía tenemos mucho que aprender al respecto. Nuestro equipo planea llevar a cabo más estudios, más
amplios, para aprender más acerca de qué piezas de RBYC son las más beneficiosas para los estudiantes,
cómo RBYC afecta los comportamientos de los estudiantes, y determinar las mejores maneras de
incorporar RBYC en los planes de estudios ya existentes de las escuelas secundarias y otros programas
para organizaciones que sirven a jóvenes. Por favor, póngase en contacto con Amanda Ruzicka en
aruzicka@jhu.edu si usted tiene cualquier pregunta sobre el programa RBYC.
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