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Welcome to Hampstead Hill Academy!
Note from Principal Hornbeck

What can I say about 2020? It’s been a year that we all hope to put in the rear view mirror as soon
as possible. In spite of the pandemic and the disruption to learning and living, I am hopeful. 2021
promises effective vaccines, a return to our shared space and routines, and finally having the
Blueprint for Maryland’s Future (aka Kirwan) become the law of the land. If investing in our children,
especially our most vulnerable children, was needed before the pandemic then investing in them
after the pandemic is existential. I am grateful for our incredibly hard-working staff at HHA and for
the 854 students who make up our virtual school. It’s hard, exhausting work to teach and learn in a
virtual setting, but it is happening. As we normally do, HHA is setting the bar for covering rigorous
content and teaching to mastery. We hope to consider in-person instruction in early 2021, and your
vigilance in doing your part will help that happen. Protect yourself and your family this winter by
continuing to wear a mask in public, stay socially distant, wash your hands often and limit travel.
When you can, please breathe, relax, read a good book, eat, exercise, take a walk outside, connect
with old friends, find new music to love, enjoy your holiday/seasonal traditions, and think of a day
when we can all be together. It is coming. Goodbye 2020 and hello 2021!
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Vision Statement

Hampstead Hill seeks to be a safe, nurturing, diverse,
family-friendly neighborhood school with rigorous,
effective academic programs and exciting, engaging
extracurricular activities. We believe all parents
want the same thing for their children: more and
better opportunities for college and career. We
believe in the importance of the arts, and we want
our students to be great communicators, listeners
and writers. Our students will be forward thinkers,
persistent, responsible, caring, dependable and
healthy members of the greater community.

Mission Statement

HHA Parent News Magazine is published monthly for the
families and community of Hampstead Hill Academy

Principal
Matt Hornbeck

Hampstead Hill Academy is a neighborhood public
charter school that exists to educate children living
in both our attendance area and throughout
Baltimore City. Our talented staff uses researchbased curriculum to develop and implement rigorous
lesson plans that continuously raise the academic
bar for our students. Our whole school community is
dedicated to working together to challenge our
students to succeed in a fair, consistent, just and
joyful learning environment.

IMPORTANT DATES THIS MONTH
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

12/2, HHA Herald Update for Parents
12/7 – 12/21, PTO Acts of Kindness Fundraiser
12/9, HHA Herald Update for Parents
12/14, PTO Meeting 6 pm
12/16, School Family Council Meeting 3pm
12/16, HHA Herald Update for Parents
12/17, Chat With Matt 3-4 pm
12/18, Purple Friday
12/21-23, Progress Reports Sent Home
12/21, Student Celebration Night 5:30-7:30 pm
12/24 – 1/1, School Closed for Winter Break
1/2, School Reopens
PLEASE CHECK THE PARENT CALENDAR
OFTEN FOR UPDATES.
THE CALENDAR IS AVAILABLE ON THE
HHA WEBSITE, FACEBOOK AND BLOOMZ.

What’s Inside…
Top News Stories page 3

• Current HHA information along with
upcoming events

News from the Teams page 6
• What your child is doing in class along
with resource, enrichment and ESOL
information

Club/Activities News page 11
• Updates and announcements for the
many clubs offered at HHA

Family Information page 12
• Issues important to our parents on a
variety of subjects

PTO News page 14

• News from the Parent/Teacher
Organization at HHA

Family Fun Information 14

• List of neighborhood organizations along
with telephone number and email
address

APPLICATIONS FOR THE HHA LOTTERY AND PRE-KINDERGARTEN
Spread the word to family and friends that 2021-2022 applications for
the lottery and pre-kindergarten are now available. The lottery is held
for students at all grade levels who do not live in the zoned area for the
school. If you do not live in the zoned area and would like for your child
to attend HHA, you can stop by HHA and complete an application online
or visit this link https://hha47.org/admissions/. At this link, you will find information and applications for the
lottery and for PreK. The lottery will take place Thursday, February 11th at 3 pm. Currently, the lottery will be
held virtually. As we get closer to the date, a final decision will be made based on whether or not we are back
in the school building.
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TOP NEWS STORIES
PANDEMIC SURGE PAUSES IN-PERSON PREK AND KINDERGARTEN
UNTIL 2021

As the pandemic surge continues and talk turns to the limited distribution of highly effective vaccines next month, HHA will continue to pause inperson instruction for our PreK and kindergarten students until at least early 2021. We will provide an update on our plans in early January.
Meanwhile, the holiday season begins, and it is easy to think about the loved ones we won’t see this year and how much everything has changed
because of the pandemic. Instead, to paraphrase Oprah Winfrey, “Be thankful for what you have and you’ll end up having more. If you concentrate
on what you don’t have, you will never, ever have enough.” At this time of peace and joy, HHA staff is grateful for our community, which is warm
and generous even when we are unable to see each other. Thank you for being a part of our school.

BE SAFE FOR A CHANCE AT IN-PERSON SCHOOL

We continue to set new benchmarks for the high number of daily positive cases in Maryland since the pandemic began. COVID is surging in our
community. HHA strongly recommends that adults and children wear a well-fitting mask. We know that restaurants, bars, and gyms are places
where people are catching COVID. We strongly recommend avoiding these places until the community transmission of COVID comes down. Also,
please be careful as you make your winter holiday/Christmas plans. Dr. Fauci and Governor Hogan have both recommended taking a year off from
having family and friends over. It is just too dangerous to increase the size of your COVID bubble. Don’t let your guard down and stay safe.

NWEA TESTING COMING

Parents will receive information from homeroom teachers and
through Bloomz about our annual NWEA reading and math test. This
is not a high stakes test and will not be used for promotion or
placement purposes. However, NWEA is a requirement of our
charter contract with the district, and we take it very seriously. We
need your help. Once you know the test dates and times, please
make sure your child is rested and ready. They should get a good
night’s sleep the night before and have breakfast. Your child should
login as usual with the same link they always use. They should get
settled and login a few minutes early to troubleshoot technology
challenges before the test start time. Your child will have a test code
that is provided by their teacher. Once they click on the website link
that the teacher will provide and enter the test code, the student
will simply follow the teacher’s directions to complete the test. This
is an independent test. Parents please do not provide hints or help
in answering the questions. The only help you may provide during
the test is with technology that is not working.

RETENTION POLICY WAIVER

A very small number of HHA students, usually fewer than 10 all in
the younger grades, are recommended for retention each year. The
district recently changed its retention policy to require that a
student fail two or more subjects in order to be recommended for
retention. That is not the way HHA supports students working
significantly below level, so we are asking for a waiver from this new
district policy. We want to continue to give students a passing grade
even if they are not working on grade level as long as they are
completing their assignments. We have found this approach to be
much more successful in getting more kids working on grade level
faster. Please contact Principal Hornbeck at
principalhornbeck@hha47.org if you would like more information
about this waiver request.
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21ST 5:30-7:30 PM
STUDENT CELEBRATION NIGHT AND
PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES

HHA ENROLLMENT LOOKING
GOOD FOR FY21 - TIME TO
WORRY ABOUT THE BUDGET
FY22

Piecing together budgets as we wait for the legislature to override
Governor Hogan’s veto of the Blueprint for Maryland’s Future
(known as Kirwan) is tough, especially as enrollment drops around
the State. The good news is that HHA met enrollment targets for this
th
year. Our official enrollment count is 854 students, PreK - 8 grade.
We receive staff instead of cash for PreK, which subtracts a total of
46 students in two homerooms from our total enrollment. We
receive about $9,300 per K - 8 grade student, and we have 808 K-8
students, which amounts to about $7.5M. This is the bulk of our
budget. Several one-time COVID-related grants totaling about $400K
helped mitigate additional technology costs and increases in salary
and benefits. In addition, the per pupil ended up about $100 more
than initially projected by City Schools, which was a net gain of
$230K for us. The bottom line is that our budget for this year looks
healthy. No reduction in services or staff will be necessary to
balance our books. The outlook for FY22 is bleak unless the Blueprint
becomes law, and class size will remain high by necessity until this
happens.

STRONG SCHOOLS MARYLAND UPDATE

SSM is working now more than ever to make sure state representatives know that we want them
to override Governor Hogan’s veto of the Blueprint for Maryland Schools. SSM has three goals for
the coming legislative session:
1.
2.
3.

Complete the override,
Support companion legislation for the Blueprint and
Support COVID-19 Legislation as it pertains to education.

The equity gap in public schools is glaring right now during this pandemic. The Blueprint is needed
even more to close this gap. This is what we are doing now:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Submitting video testimonials from students and adults to share with legislators,
Having a song writing contest called What We Deserve (details at the end of the news
magazine),
Learning how to have virtual meetings with state representatives,
Writing letters to state representatives, and
Meeting virtually as our Strong Schools Team to strategize!

To learn more about Strong Schools Maryland, visit https://www.strongschoolsmaryland.org/ and https://linktr.ee/strongschoolsmaryland.
If you would like more information from an HHA SSM member, contact Jill Vasbinder Morrison or Leana Houser, HHA’s Strong Schools Maryland
Team leaders jillvasbinder@gmail.com.

DON’T THROW AWAY YOUR P-EBT CARDS!

A recent federal budget resolution will provide additional Pandemic EBT or P-EBT benefits. The Maryland Department of Human Services and the
State Department of Education are working collaboratively to obtain additional information about this extension from the federal government for
the rest the 2020-21 school year. All enrolled students in Baltimore City Public Schools as of September 30 are eligible for P-EBT due to district-wide
participation in the Community Eligibility Provision (CEP). The State will work with the district to identify eligible children and automatically provide
them P-EBT benefits.
If you received a P-EBT card over the summer, please keep the card, as future benefits that you may be eligible for will be loaded on the same card.
If you have misplaced or no longer have your P-EBT card, please complete the customer inquiry form located at https://dhs.maryland.gov.p-ebt.
DHS will use the information you provide on the form to send you a replacement card. If you were eligible to receive P-EBT benefits but never
received a card and completed the customer inquiry form above, please email: PEBT@bcps.k12.md.us. If you have newly enrolled or transferred to
City Schools, please ensure that HHA has an accurate address. Please visit http://dhs.maryland.gov/p-ebt/ for up to date information and answers.

2020-2021 CRITERIA FOR
PRINCIPAL’S LIST AND
HONOR ROLL

Students at HHA who achieve the highest levels of performance are
st
recognized on the Principal’s List and Honor Roll. Students in the 1
grade must achieve a grade of P with 1 or 2 in all subjects for
conduct to be recognized on the Principal’s List. In grades 2-5, the
Principal’s List distinction recognizes students with all E’s in Core
subjects. In grades 2-5, Honor Roll students are noted for receiving
all G’s and E’s in core subjects. You can find a list of our top
performing students in this newsletter. Students in grades 6-8 are
recognized for their scholarship, leadership and citizenship through
the Leaders Go Places program.

HHA HIGHLIGHTED FOR
RESTORATIVE PRACTICES
th

7 grade student Bria Harris and Principal Hornbeck testified at a
City Council hearing in support of restorative practices. Restorative
Practices is the work that builds our community and relationships
between students and teachers. When something goes wrong or
someone does something that is mean or hurtful, which happens in
all organizations, families, businesses, schools and groups, HHA staff
are trained to ask “What happened? Who was affected? and what
do you need to move on?” Regular community-building circles and
restorative conferences are a key reason why there is so much joy at
HHA. Principal Hornbeck also appeared on a University of Maryland
Carey Law School panel discussion of restorative practices. Both
panels featured Karen Webber of the Open Society Institute (OSI), a
key funder and supporter of RP in City Schools.
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ELECTION RESULTS

We now know the outcome of last month’s Presidential race. President-elect Biden has begun to build
his cabinet. An unprecedented number of voters cast their ballots, which is good news for our City,
State and Country. Thank you to everyone who made their voice heard by voting. Please let your child
know that exercising the right to vote matters and elections, ideas and policies matter. Many
congratulations to Baltimore City Mayor-elect Brandon Scott, who is a friend of teachers, principals,
public education and of HHA. Mayor-elect Scott has visited and spoken with our students and parents a
number of times. We look forward to his leadership with great hope.

PARENTS ARE INVITED TO JOIN US FOR THE SCHOOL FAMILY COUNCIL MEETING
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16TH AT 3 PM
Zoom link is posted on the Parent/Activities calendar on Bloomz and the HHA website.

CHOOSING HHA MIDDLE SCHOOL FOR YOUR CHILD
th

Rising 6 grade students have a number of middle school choices. Students may decide to continue their studies at HHA, attend parochial or
independent schools, or citywide programs such as Ingenuity or Advanced Academic. The overwhelming majority of students attending HHA in
th
th
5 grade decide to return for 6 grade. In fact, in recent years, students have returned to HHA from Ingenuity and declined to attend private
school. Reasons to stay at HHA include rigorous academic programming, including honors science and social studies classes for every student as
well as great teachers, admission to the very best high schools in the Baltimore area, the convenience of knowing HHA’s procedures, access to
HHA’s administrators, our friendly and comforting climate and culture, friends your child has known for years, and a middle school program that
prepares your child for high school.
In addition, the Leaders Go Places (LGP) program provides your child with small group high school advisory, access to weekly assemblies, special
speakers, and targeted help with important note taking and organizational skills. LGP tracks your child’s grade point average (GPA), behavior and
attendance and service learning hours. Success in these three areas means rewards including academic and cultural field trips (pending postCOVID!) to Washington and Philadelphia and community-building trips to Hershey Park and the beach. Depending on your child’s GPA, behavior
and attendance, and service learning hours, she/he may earn a leadership level – bronze, silver, gold or platinum. Students on leadership level
receive special uniform shirts, pins and other HHA swag. We know you have middle school choices, and we hope you choose to stay with us!
Please email Middle School Academic Coach Mike Lucas (mlucas@hha47.org) or Guidance Counselor Nicky Seymour (nseymour@hha47.org) with
comments or questions.

MATH RUMBLE ROCKS

th

Mr. Berry booms, “Leeetttt’s get ready to rummmmmmble!” and with that the 20
Annual HHA Math Rumble was off and running. This year Mr. Berry recorded his
greetings and Mr. Hornbeck Zoomed with every class in grades 1-4. For those new to
our school, the Math Rumble is sort of like a spelling bee, but with math facts instead
of words. Students in grades 1-4 compete through several rounds of math problems,
and there are winners based on the groups with the highest percent of students left
standing. Students get practice in a public speaking setting (this year on Zoom), and
everyone receives a certificate of participation. The Math Rumble is an opportunity
to practice getting comfortable with public speaking and knowing basic math facts;
addition, subtraction and multiplication. These basic computation skills form the
foundation for the more complex math skills required by the Common Core
Standards. Special thanks to Ms. Bierley, Ms. Clary, Ms. Douglas, Ms. Smith,
Ms. Weber, Ms. Bonner, Ms. Knudsen, and Mr. Pratta for their leadership and
organization and to Ms. Swann and Mr. Berry for their enthusiasm and essential
logistical support.

FREE BREAKFAST, LUNCH, SNACK AND SUPPER ARE
AVAILABLE DAILY AT HHA
8 AM – 2 PM
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Ms. Knudsen’s 3 grade students show off their
math skills during the virtual Math Rumble

HOW SCHOOL INFORMATION IS SENT HOME

At HHA, we have various ways to relay important school information to our families. The ways include:

5.
6.

1. Monthly HHA Parent News Magazine – The most comprehensive document the school offers
parents. Each month the news magazine has a message from Principal Hornbeck, updates from the
classrooms and teams, PTO information, a list of all upcoming events and much more!
2. HHA Website (www.hha47.org) – The website features HHA policies, schedules, district
information, news stories, pictures, academic/community links, the monthly news magazines, the school
calendar along with many other items.
3. Parent E-mail list – Parents can sign up to receive school info to their e-mail box. Simply go to
the HHA website and hit the “Join Our Email List” button.
4. Bloomz – Teachers use Blomz to send messages and information directly to our parents.
Bloomz is also used to post information about community resources and school events.
HHA Facebook Page (https://www.facebook.com/HampsteadHillAcademy) – Facebook is used to post announcements from a variety of
sources.
Parent Link Phone Calls – This system calls every parent in our school with an important message. These messages may relate to
attendance, closings, events, etc.

NEWS FROM THE TEAMS
PREK

Ms. Klenk and Ms. Kaminaris: Students will be able to identify, sort, compare, describe, and create twodimensional and three-dimensional shapes. They will also begin the PreK language program. This will take place
at the end of the virtual school day. Teachers will call on students often during language class to speak so they
will need to be able to unmute themselves quickly in order to get credit for participation. Please practice this
action with your child. Students will also begin to learn about shapes.
Thank you to all of our families who worked with their child last month to complete their grateful tree project. It
was really nice hearing the students talk about their work, and seeing them share their project with the class. As
a reminder, your child has work due every week in Google Classroom. Please ensure you are uploading your
child's assignments weekly. Additionally, please make sure you are checking the work calendar to see what your
child needs for the day in both math and literacy independent work. Your child will need materials almost every
day in math in order to participate during our live lessons. Thank you all for your support during the 2020 virtual
year. Happy holidays!

KINDERGARTEN

Ms. Maciel, Ms. Wallis and Ms. Graston: Students are learning new letter sounds, blending sounds together to
make words, reading words and short stories and rhyming. In language, they are learning about calendar facts,
definitions and prepositions, and in math, they are comparing numbers, identifying groups that have more, less
or equal, learning numbers to 100, creating and identifying patterns and addition facts to 10. In science,
students are learning all about plants - the life cycle of a plant, pollination and types of plants. Some other
important skills that students should be practicing at home are using a proper pencil grip, writing their name,
using scissors and glue, tying their shoes and learning to button and zipper their coats.
Teachers continue to be impressed with the progress students have made. This year has been challenging in
many ways, but their students have stepped up in a big way and they are very proud of their accomplishments.
Please continue to check Google Classroom daily to see classwork that is due, and continue to check Bloomz for
important announcements.

GRADE 1
Ms. Bierley, Ms. Satterlee, and Ms. Clary, Ms. Tucker, Ms. Billups and Ms. Douglas and Ms. LeFever: Students
recently participated in a project where they disguised a turkey to save it from being Thanksgiving dinner. The
turkeys were very creative, and the children enjoyed sharing their projects with the class. The students did a
fantastic job showcasing their math skills at this year’s virtual Math Rumble. Please stop by the school to pick up

PreK students made
Thankful Trees and
answered the statement,
“I am very thankful for”
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nd

th

a certificate and treat for their participation in the rumble. On December 2 , 9 ,
th
and 16 , the students will take the NWEA test. Please make sure that students have
had a good breakfast and are on time for class. Look for more information to be
posted soon on Google Classroom, Bloomz, and in your child’s HHA email account.
Have a safe and relaxing winter break and come back ready to learn more in the
year 2021.

GRADE 2

Ms. Bonner: Students continue to master the art of virtual learning. They have just
started a new reading book, and are currently reading about two sisters who get
trapped on a deserted island. In language, students continue to do a wonderful job
typing full sentences. They have been learning about pronouns, the past tense of
irregular words, and how to edit their sentences. In math, they have finished the
multiplication and division unit, and are learning more strategies to help add and
subtract mentally. Please continue practicing math facts at home. Also, continue to
check HHA email and Google Classroom at least twice a day. Keep up the great
work!
Ms. Smith: Students had fun
practicing and reinforcing their
st
1 grade students disguised turkeys to avoid
math facts for the virtual Math
Thanksgiving dinner
Rumble. Mr. Hornbeck said they
did a great job! Students have
also been learning how to use different skills in Google Classroom and Zoom. The Fall Portfolio
Project is looking good. If your child hasn't completed the assignment, please make sure it is
completed and submitted. Students have also been listening to stories about social justice and
talking about what it means to us. Some of our favorites have been Hair Love, A Kid's Book About
Racism and videos featuring Kid President. Report cards were recently sent home. Please look
over your student’s grades carefully. If you have any questions about the grades, please contact
Ms. Smith via Bloomz. As a reminder, have you child on Zoom each school day and check Google
Classroom for work assignments. Best wishes for a safe, restful and joyous holiday season!
nd

Ms. Smith’s 2 grade students take part
in a math scavenger hunt

Ms. Weber: Students are making great progress in their reading series. The students have
enjoyed reading about traveling through time to the future and in the past. They have also taken
the time to learn about the early Pilgrims and how children lived during the early 1600’s.

GRADE 3

Reading – Ms. Kaplan: Students have been working on reading fluency and comprehension. Some students are reading about Jackie Robinson,
some are reading about Waldo’s animal training adventures, and others are reading about Carla and Edna’s whirlpool adventures. It is important
for students to continue reading outside of school hours. While your child is reading, ask questions about the characters, plot, setting and conflict
in the story. Please reach out to Ms. Kaplan at lkaplan@hha47.org with any questions or concerns.
Language/Social Studies - Ms. Sparwasser: Students are working on incorporating sentence variety into longer, more detailed paragraphs. They
will continue to practice identifying parts of speech and punctuating dialogue. In social studies, they will finish learning about maps and will move
into citizenship, leadership and government.
Math - Ms. Knudsen: Students continue to impress their teacher following Zoom expectations. Some highlights from this past month include a
heritage share, creating their own Zoo- Portfolio Project, completing the addition, subtraction, and area and perimeter units and participating in
the Math Rumble.

GRADE 4

st

Reading – Ms. Schultz: Students have been working incredibly hard in reading throughout the 1 Quarter. Some students are reading the story
Buck and others are reading The Prince and The Pauper. Students are challenged to show their comprehension by answering text-based questions
after each lesson and responding to text-based questions in writing. Ms. Schultz is very impressed with the effort her students have been showing
during virtual learning and is so proud of their progress. As always, if there is anything she can do to better support your child, please reach out to
her at krschultz@hha47.org or on Bloomz.
Language/Social Studies - Ms. Costello: Students are currently learning how to rewrite claims that are inaccurate. They are also learning how to
compose deductions that are logical. In social studies, they have finished the unit The Roots of the American People. They created a PowerPoint
explaining how different Native American Tribes used the environment to meet their needs.
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Math – Mr. Pratta: The winter months are upon us and students will move
into one of the most important modules of the year. In this module, students
will use place value understanding and visual representations to solve
multiplication and division problems with multi-digit numbers. This module
will comprehensively develop students’ ability to reason about the methods
and models chosen to solve problems with multi-digit factors and dividends.

GRADE 5

Reading – Ms. Pellegrini: Students continue to do amazing things in ELA. The
Pandas and Robins will begin the second unit, Finding Yourself. They will
explore the tale of Persephone and begin a novel study with Sara Crewe. The
Owls are finishing their second portfolio pieces. Students worked hard and
Ashley C’s language project explaining how different
wrote creative short stories using plot elements. They will now begin the
Native American tribes used the environment to
second unit, The Power to Change. In this unit, they will examine changes in
meet their needs
the world and learn how to write in response to literature. Students will also
participate in a novel study of Walk Two Moons. Encourage your child to keep up the great work with remote learning. Talk with your child about
developing strong work ethics and good habits regarding online learning. As always, don’t hesitate to reach out with any questions.
Language/Science – Ms. Ruppenthal: Students will continue to build upon the skills learned in the first 20 lessons. As students continue to develop
language skills, they will begin to write longer paragraphs, but there will still be a heavy focus on grammar and figurative language. Students
will show their ability to form agreement and disagreement statements, form contractions, re-write unclear sentences and parallel statements.
They will also continue to practice skills that help them to strengthen their writing abilities. In science, students will begin their investigation with
the Earth and sun. The Earth and the sun module will provide students with experiences to explore the properties of the sun and the moon. They
will explore the atmosphere and the dynamics of weather and water cycling in Earth's atmosphere. Students will continue to identify patterns in
their observations. This includes length and direction of shadows, day and night and the seasonal appearance of stars in the night sky. This unit will
continue throughout the month of December.
Math – Ms. O’Connor: Students have just finished their work on multi-digit whole number and decimal multiplication. They did an awesome job
with their work on this content. They have now moved into multi-digit long division. While this skill can be difficult, the students are off to a great
start. They will work on long division for the next few weeks, and then will move into fractional operations. Students are welcome to continue their
practice outside of math class by using IXL. This will help them keep their new skills sharp.

GRADE 6

Humanities/Social Studies – Mr. Farber: Students in the Blue Jays and Broncos class will begin to read Walk Two Moons, by Sharon Creech.
Students in the Jumbo group are about to begin reading Romeo and Juliet, by William Shakespeare. All students will write literary analysis essays on
nd
these books at the end of the 2 Quarter. Please ask your student to show you the short story they finished at the beginning of November.
Everyone worked hard and did a fantastic job. In social studies, students have started the history curriculum on Ancient Civilizations. In November,
they finished learning about the earliest human ancestors, and are now learning about how the invention of agriculture led to the first civilizations.
Math – Ms. Kleine: Students have been learning about ratios and rates. They have been doing an excellent job of using equivalent ratios to solve
real-world problems. One particularly fun activity they have done was to apply unit rates to complete a price comparison shopping activity where
they found the best "deals" at different stores. In December, students will focus on the concept of a percent, which is a very important real-world
skill. They will convert between fractions, decimal and percentage points, and solve real-world problems. They will incorporate some art into the
unit by completing an Art of a Percent project. They will then begin to focus on fractions, particularly the division of fractions.
Science – Ms. Poole: Students have successfully completed the first unit on physics, with a focus on light. Point to an object and ask your student
how we see the object. Students should be able to give detailed explanations on how light interacts with various objects and how light gives the
world color. Students have also learned various “mind blowing” facts. Ask your student to share some of these with you. Who knows, you may
learn a few new things. The next unit will be on science. Throughout this unit, students will explore the question: Where have all the creatures
gone?

GRADE 7

Language Arts – Ms. Locke-Jones: Students are writing text-dependent questions. TDQs, as they are known in Ms. LoJo's class, are a good learning
activity because the answer can always be found in the text. Students are also perfecting the MEAT paragraph structure. Feel free to quiz your
student about what MEAT means.
Math – Mr. White: Students have completed Module 1A Adding and Subtracting Rational Numbers and Module 1B Multiplying and Dividing
Rational Numbers. They will now move onto Module 2A Algebraic Expressions. The students will explore writing and simplifying expressions,
expanding linear expressions, factoring linear expressions and combining like terms. As a reminder, all online daily math assignments are contained
in the website called Edulastic. Parents can check to see if their student has completed an assignment by having the student log into the website.
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Science – Mr. Lohrman: Students have transitioned to science for the 2 Quarter. They will begin to learn about life science in the IQWST science
program with the goal of answering the driving question What’s going in inside me?

GRADE 8

st

Language Arts – Mr. Ball: Students showed an impressive amount of perseverance and flexibility to close out the 1 Quarter of virtual learning.
They have now started to read The Diary of Anne Frank: The Play by Albert Hackett and Frances Goodrich. Through this novel, they will study World
War II and Nazi Germany. They will analyze the war’s impact on the Jewish community in Germany and Holland. Students who are reading Chains
by Laurie Halse Anderson have started to examine the history and modern-day impact of enslavement and racism in the US. All students continue
to practice essential skills to make them effective readers and writers.
Pre-Algebra/Algebra 1 – Ms. Luthers Bradford: Pre-Algebra - Students are in Module 2 and are exploring linear equations. Students will extend
their understanding of proportional relationships, inverse operations and balance to solve multi-step equations. Consider asking your student,
What do I need to do to isolate the variable in a given equation?
Algebra 1 - Students are now in Unit 2. In this unit, they will begin to study functions. They will explore where functions exist in the real-world and
learn different ways to represent functions. Please ask your student What is a real-world example of a function and how do you know?
History – Ms. Kosmer: Students are working on their mini-National History Day projects. The theme this year is Communication in History: A Key to
Understanding. They are researching their topic and creating a bibliography and a website to demonstrate their understanding.

LEADERS GO PLACES
Leaders Go Places (LGP) is a rigorous middle grades leadership program that
motivates students to achieve excellence in scholarship, leadership and citizenship.
In this virtual setting, students are meeting these rigorous standards.
th

st

On Friday, November 20 , the 1 Quarter Recognition Ceremony was held. The
students did an amazing job. Exactly two thirds of middle school students reached
the scholarship threshold which means 67% of all middle school students have a 3.0
GPA or better and 70 students (or 27%) earned a 3.9 or higher. Our students are
persevering and excelling academically.
Students also showed their leadership qualities by demonstrating strong character
traits during online lessons. Students are awarded merits for producing quality work,
working with honor and integrity and showing zest or curiosity. Students had to earn
over 100 merits (or roughly 2.5 per day) to make level. 79% of all middle school
students did this. Over 200 middle school students earned over 100 merits for their
effort in virtual classrooms.
Congratulations to all of the students who earned LGP honors this quarter. Given a unique and challenging setting, our students rose to the
occasion. We are proud of all of them!

RESOURCES
MUSIC LESSONS

Ms. Alexander: Students have been busy working on a series of pieces that have challenged both musical and technical facilities alike on their
instruments, while learning the fundamentals of early music theory and notation. During the month of December, students taking group lessons
will prepare their repertoire for a video compilation to show off all of their hard work and progress. If you are interested in having your child
participate in HHA's instrumental music program, please reach out to Ms. Alexander on Bloomz or at malexander@hha47.org, and stay tuned.

EARLY CHILDHOOD MUSIC

Ms. Drake: Students will experience holiday songs from around the world. They will see and experience different instruments used to create
intercultural music. Cultural differences will be celebrated as students enjoy new and exciting music.
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DRAMA

Ms. Durkin: Students in PreK and kindergarten have explored story
elements (character, setting, conflict, beginning, middle, end) in a
variety of stories and by learning The Story Song. Students in grades
1 - 5 are writing original plays to submit to Center Stage's Young
Playwright's Festival. Grade 6 students will build background
knowledge about Shakespeare and his language, and grade 7 and 8
students will participate in the unit Theatre for Social Change and
begin devising theatre pieces around issues they are passionate
about. A note about virtual Drama stars in grades PreK – 5: If your
child has earned a Drama Star, it should come to their hha47 email
as a file you can download and/or print. Remember to check your
child's hha47 Gmail account regularly as Google Classroom sends
helpful notifications to this account.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Mr. Edwards: Students will continue to learn about and do yoga,
HIIT workouts and stretching. Make sure your student has room to
move around and a water bottle handy to stay hydrated. Remind
your student to have their camera on while participating.

ART

Ms. Butcher: Virtual art class this year will consist of your child
learning about well-renowned artist and completing art projects that
will help them gain knowledge in art history.

FOOD FOR LIFE

Ms. Demas: Students in PreK and kindergarten are "eating
the alphabet" by learning the letter sounds of a variety of
healthy foods. Grade 1 and 2 students are learning how
vitamins A, B, C, D, E help their body stay healthy and what
foods to eat that contain these vitamins. Grade 3 - 8
students are learning about food traditions passed down
nd
through the generations. In 2 Quarter, students will focus
on traditions of African American, Native American and
Mexican cuisines and will share recipes that represent their
family heritage.

NATURE EXPLORATION

Ms. Riorda: Students have been very creative in
Ms. Clary’s students brought colorful Vitamin A foods to class
demonstrating their abilities to learn about our natural
world through Zoom classroom lessons. HHA’s youngest
students most recently learned about tarantulas and
actually created models of tarantulas with pipe cleaners to represent their hairy legs and
paper plates painted black. Did you know most tarantulas have 8 eyes? Elementary students
have moved their focus from insects to plants as they learn about all the products made from
plants, the parts of the plant and the life cycle of plants. Some even tried an experiment with
beans and a damp paper towel. Middle school students are learning about the amazing
properties of water and the way water cycles work around and through our hydrosphere. Our
oldest students are doing online simulations to investigate Charles Darwin’s theory of Natural
Selection and how it leads to a change in animal populations over time.

LIBRARY

Ms. Kannam: PreK - 2 students have enjoyed learning how to be illustrators with the fun
Pigion Books and with Mo Willems, the creator of the wonderful Elephant and Piggie books.
Please ask your student to share their creations with you. Grade 2 students went to another
level by writing their own Elephant and Piggie adventures. They also shared what they are
thankful for through literature. Grade 3 and 4 students are gathering information about
Native American tribes by reading Native American folktales and creating their own folktales
that emphasize such natural phenomena as the stars, the ocean and hurricanes. Please ask
your child to share their folktale with you. Grade 5 - 8 students continue to impress with their
work on learning the coding languages of block and Python. It is incredible what they are able
Students made fox puppets to reinforce the
to create. Please encourage your student to show you what they have created by signing into
“F “sound
www.code.org or www.ozaria.com. Students are also gathering information and sharing their
perspectives on current events including the national election, climate change, space exploration and sports through a fun source called
Flocabulary that takes the news of the week and puts it into rap form. Students look forward to many more discussions in the upcoming months.
Grade 7 students continue to explore new languages through vocabulary practice, listening to music in a variety of languages, exploring geography
and gathering facts about various countries around the world. They have also played some fun rounds of Kahoot to learn more about the languages
of Spanish, Korean, French and Italian.
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ENRICHMENT NEWS

th

Ms. Guitian: Students have been engaged with numerous enrichment activities throughout November. The 4 grade Math Madness team just
won their first tournament and has officially advanced into the next round. Many students were frantically working to finish writing their novels by
th
November 30 for National Novel Writing Month (NaNoWriMo) and are ready to spend December revising and editing their masterpieces. Who
knows maybe there will be a winner among this group of writers. Please remind your child to complete at least five Dreambox lessons per week.
Also, as the holidays approach and you are looking for appropriately challenging books for your talented reader, remember to check their ILP for
links to some great recommendations. As always, please reach out to Ms. Guitian if you have any questions regarding the GAL/ Enrichment
program.

SPECIAL EDUCATION
nd

Ms. Shaffer: December 2 is National Special Education Day. Special Education Day marks the anniversary of
the nation’s first federal special education law signed into law on December 2, 1975. This year marks the
nd
42 anniversary of IDEA - Individuals with Disability Education Act. Since President Gerald Ford signed the
ground-breaking legislation, education has come a long way and now provides for all children, including
children with disabilities.

ESOL DEPARTMENT NEWS

Ms. Bailin, Ms. Gonzalez, Ms. Hicks, Ms. Brezenoff and Mr. LaBarr: ESOL teachers have been doing push-in
with ESOL students during virtual learning.

CLUB/ACTIVITIES NEWS
DIVERSITY CLUB

Please encourage your students, grades 6-8, to join the Diversity Club. In this group, students discuss a diverse range of issues concerning
marginalized communities. This includes but is not limited to racial, linguistic and cultural diversity, as well as issues related to the LGBT
community. Members and the advisors are learning more through reading articles and having discussions. As students develop interests, they will
start to narrow in on action items, potential service projects and potential speakers. Even if students did not attend the first couple of meetings,
they are encouraged to join. Please email Mr. Ball, Mr. Hubbuch, Ms. Kleine or Ms. LB for more information.
As of now, the club meets every two weeks. The upcoming meetings are:
nd
December 2 , 3:15 - 4:15pm
th
December 16 , 3:15 - 4:15pm

THE LANGUAGE PROJECT VIRTUAL SPANISH CLUB

Registration for The Language Project Virtual Spanish Club is now open for the winter session. The clubs bring the
Spanish language to life through games, songs, stories and more. Winter club dates are: Tuesdays: January 12 March 16, Wednesdays: January 13 - March 17 Thursdays: January 14 - March 18. Details: 10 week-session,
45-minute virtual classes after school (multiple days/times/levels available), $135.

To register, go to www.languageprojectkids.com and select Enroll Now. At the enrollment site, (amilia.com), select
Virtual Spanish Club for Kids, and then click on Winter Session to see options. Early Bird Discount Code: Register by
th
Friday, December 11 using code SPANISH2021 (all caps) at checkout for a $20 early registration discount. If you have any questions, please
contact Jean Meile at maryland@languageprojectkids.com or 410-688-4281.

LIVING CLASSROOMS PATTERSON PARK HOUSE

Living Classrooms’ staff hosted several field hockey clinics in partnership with Beyond Sticks and Charm City. Most of the students who participated
were from HHA and everyone had a great time. Students were able to exercise, socialize and learn the game of field hockey. The fall after school
program is still accepting registrations. If you would like your middle school student to participate, you can register at the following link:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScYbS8cb-AsDhbk7LxtmI_iqFA1uz5qXjzMv6UCBvdrJvBbPA/viewform?usp=sf_link

CHECK OUT THE HHA WEBSITE AT WWW.HHA47.ORG FOR A MULTITUDE OF
INFORMATION INCLUDING: STAFF EMAIL ROSTER, LINKS FOR UPCOMING MEETINGS,
CLASSROOM WEBSITES AND MUCH, MUCH MORE!
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HHA students took part in a field hockey clinic hosted by Living Classrooms at Utz Field in Patterson Park

STUDENT ATTENDANCE
HHA is serious about attendance. Our talented staff cannot teach unless students attend school. There is a district-wide focus on student
attendance. Again this year, there will be mandatory hearings at school headquarters for the parents of students with poor attendance. Each
month, the newsletter will include this chart so students and parents can review attendance averages.
th

Congratulations to the 4 Grade Team for having the highest attendance average for November.

November
Grade
HHA average

Year
Grade
HHA average

Attendance%
96.07%

Attendance%
96.39%

Grade 4

97.05%

Grade 4

97.95%

Grade 6

96.82%

Grade 3

97.22%

Grade 1

96.80%

Kindergarten

97.16%

Kindergarten

96.77%

Grade 1

96.94%

PreK

96.62%

PreK

96.33%

Grade 5

96.54%

Grade 5

96.22%

Grade 3

96.06%

Grade 6

96.19%

Grade 2

95.94%

Grade 2

95.85%

Grade 7

94.96%

Grade 7

95.26%

Grade 8

93.12%

Grade 8

94.49%

FAMILY INFORMATION
SPANISH LANGUAGE HOMEBUYERS WORKSHOP - DECEMBER 2020
st

rd

Workshops will take place Tuesday, December 1 and Thursday, December 3 from 5 - 8pm. Sign up to attend the workshops at:
Eventbrite - https://bit.ly/31rGSBw
Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/events/1316651082021857
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HIGHLANDTOWN TRAIN GARDEN UPDATE

Unfortunately due to Covid-19, the train garden will not take place this year. We appreciate your past support of the
Highlandtown Train Garden and look forward to a more normal holiday season next year. In the meantime, stay safe
and enjoy your participation in the Highlandtown seasonal events, many virtual, which can be found
at www.ihearthighlandtown.com. We hope to see you next year. Have a happy and healthy holiday season. - Joe
Manfre, Highlandtown Train Garden Coordinator and the Train Garden Committee.

JOIN US FOR A CHAT WITH MATT THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17TH AT 3 PM

Zoom link is posted on the Parent/Activities calendar on Bloomz and the HHA website.

NEWS FROM THE DISTRICT 46 TEAM
December, 2020
Dear Friends and Neighbors,
First and foremost, we hope that you and your family
enjoyed a safe and relaxing Thanksgiving holiday! Like
everything else this year, our celebrations were different
than we would have expected a year ago. One thing that
remains consistent is our thankfulness for our family, friends
and a city that makes life so special. Unfortunately,
Thanksgiving will not be the last holiday celebration
changed by the COVID-19 pandemic. We are sad not to be
seeing everyone in-person at the wonderful holiday events
that help make our neighborhoods what they are, but stay
tuned for some virtual versions that will bring cheer all the
same. It will take more than a pandemic to stop Santa!
In order to help limit the spread of COVID-19, we encourage
you to sign up for MD COVID Alert
(https://covidlink.maryland.gov/content/mdcovidalert/) if
you haven’t already. The included link will help answer any
questions you have about how the program works. We have
signed up and know it is safe and smart to use.

District 46 Team Members from left to right Senator Bill Ferguson,
Delegate Brooke Lierman, Delegate Robbyn Lewis and
Delegate Luke Clippinger

Now that the 2020 General Election is over, we would like to congratulate the incoming administrations of Mayor Brandon Scott, Council President
Nick Mosby, Comptroller Bill Henry, and the rest of our new and returning local government partners. We look forward to working with every
elected official to advance Baltimore City’s priorities in the upcoming 2021 Legislative Session. Although this session will look and feel different for
everyone, we want to be sure you stay engaged in the legislative process as our constituents. The Maryland General Assembly website has links to
both the House and Senate reopening guidelines, which includes information on submitting testimony on specific legislation. While the pandemic
impacts our ability to have in-person meetings, we hope that you will take advantage of the increased video coverage of the proceedings, share
your thoughts with us, and schedule virtual meetings with each of us personally. Your input is critically important to the legislative process, and we
hope you will not hesitate to contact us. We want and need to hear from you.
Best,
Senator Bill Ferguson, Delegate Luke Clippinger, Delegate Robbyn Lewis, Delegate Brooke Lierman
bill.ferguson@senate.state.md.us - (410-841-3600)
robbyn.lewis@house.state.md.us - (410-841-3772)

luke.clippinger@house.state.md.us - (410-841-3488);
brooke.lierman@house.state.md.us - (410-841-3319)

PLEASE REMEMBER TO CHECK YOUR EMAIL/TEXT MESSAGES OFTEN FOR IMPORTANT
INFORMATION AND GOOGLE FORMS/SURVEYS FROM HHA!
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PTO NEWS
•
•
•
•
•
•

th

PTO Meeting – Monday, December 14 , 6 – 7 pm. Look for the Zoom link to be posted on Bloomz and the Parent Calendar.
Spirit Wear Online Store - Thank you to everyone who contributed to the PTO Spirit Wear online store. A profit of $3,500 was realized.
th
Southern Provisions – A successful event was held on Monday, November 16 . The amount of profit from this event is not available at this
time.
Harris Teeter - consider attaching your VIC card to HHA. When you shop Harris Teeter brands, a percentage of your purchase is donated to the
school that is linked to your VIC card. There are NO LIMITS to how much a school can earn. Instructions on how to link your card is located at
the end of the news magazine. As of November, $529 has been generated for HHA via this program.
Box Tops – We are still collecting Box Tops. A huge THANK YOU to everyone who clips and scans for HHA.
JOIN THE CCA - JOIN THE CCA - The Canton Community Association (CCA) is our local volunteer neighborhood organization for those who live,
work, or play within Canton. Each month the CCA sends an e-newsletter to all its members to share helpful information, news and events
about Life in Canton. Want to learn about CCA committee involvement, volunteer opportunities, community & family-friendly activities and
more? All you have to do is join the CCA. Memberships start at $10/year. To join, visit www.cantoncommunity.org/join-us/. If you have
information to submit, please send to newsletter@cantoncommunity.org.
HHA PTO is hosting an "Acts of Kindness" fundraiser where there’s no selling, no pressure. HHA
kids request donations (via e-mail/online) and choose to complete acts of kindness like writing a
letter to someone in a nursing home, picking up trash or donating to a food bank. Details are still
being finalized. This fundraiser will take place from December 7 - 21. Look for a flyer to be sent out
this week.

FAMILY FUN IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD
•
•
•
•
•

Southeast Anchor Library - located at 3601 Eastern Avenue; 410-396-1580, www.prattlibrary.org/locations/southeast/
Friends of Patterson Park – located at 27 S. Patterson Park Avenue; 410-276-3676, pattersonpark.com/
Creative Alliance at the Patterson – located at 3134 Eastern Avenue, 410-276-1651, creativealliance.org
Patterson Park Audubon Center – located at 2901 E. Baltimore Street, 410-558-2473, pattersonpark.audubon.org/
Please check the back of the news magazine for additional event information!
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Principal’s List – November, 2020
Abukhdeir, Muhammad
Adarkwah-Yiadom, Jaden
Adarkwah-Yiadom, Princess
Aguila-Oyorzabal , Neyria
Alarcon-Ramos, Josiah
Aleman-Cruz, Ashley
Alexander, Zoe
Almazo Jr., Erick
Almazo Jr., Felix
Almazo, Leonardo
Almazo III, Pedro
Andersen, Sejr
Anderson, Camden
Anderson, Molly
Anderson, Sasha
Bailey, Addison
Baloh , Huxley
Baloh, Lucy
Balomas, Lena
Baten-Rios, Liliana
Batty IV, Nathaniel
Beatty, Zoey
Beaudry, Andrew
Beaudry, Timothy
Beckham, Patrick
Blood, Henry
Bohlen, Nathan
Boyle, Andrew
Braxton, Caleigh
Bryant, Aiden
Bucklin, Evelyn
Burger, Calvin
Burger, Henry
Bussey, Joseph
Cabeza, Evanna
Canales-Sanchez, Dominic

Cannizzaro, Aria
Cannizzaro, Treme'
Cano Martinez, Ashley
Canoles, Harper
Cappolla, Spencer
Cardillo, Gianella
Castelan, Juliette
Castillo, Joshep
Castro, Tyler
Castro-Quintanilla, Ana
Cawthon, Kolby
Chabot, Liliane
Cheng, Austin
Clark, Branon
Collier, Grace
Collins, Skylar
Colon, Gabriel
Cornish, Chrystian
Coronel Zamora, Madison
Cortes, Mia
Cortes, Nadia
Couteau, Cecilia
Couteau, Louisa
Crandalscott, Atlantis
Cuellar, Penelope
Dach, Cooper
Dach, Hudson
Dagistan, Ava
Dagistan, Jem
Daniels, Archer
Davis, Elijah
Davis, Malcolm
Di Seta, Oscar
Dieguez-Orellana, Andy
Dobbins, Gabriella
Donahue, Benjamin

Douglas, Ryan
Drake, Samuel
Dryanovski, Valeri
Dziedzic, Ivy
Fagoaga-Zaraut, Stephanie
Fawcett, Helena
Fawcett, Rhys
Ferguson, Caleb
Ferguson, Cora
Fernandez, Thiago
Filippou, Sofia
Fullmer, Ethan
Furstenau, Chloe
Gahagan, Etta
Gahagan, Fiona
Garry, Tobias
Glass, Eli
Glover Gomez, Sawyer
Gomez-Astudillo, Christopher
Gomez-Buezo, Douglas
Gonzales, Saray
Gonzalez- Avila , Mia
Gonzalez-Hernandez,
Leonardo
Gorham, Grace
Gorham, Joshua
Guarnaccia, Ava
Guarnaccia, Renato
Hamilton, Theodore
Hampton-Glunde, Julius
Hansel, Edward
Harper, Heaven
Hillenburg, Mia
Hines, Bentley
Hines, Parker
Ho, Grayson

Hoffman, Saylor
Horner, Karma
Houser IV, John
Huerta-Machuca, Daniel
Hunt, Liam
Hylkema, Olivia
Irwin, Matilda
Jimenez Reyes, Juan
Jimenez Reyes, Catherine
Jin, Jubilee
Joda, Hassan
Joda, Malak
Johnson-Irwin, Landon
Jones, Savely
Jordon, Damien
Judkins-Milles, Jayden
Justice, Makenzie
Katzenstein, Abel
Kavanagh, Evelyn
Keola-Lee, Delilah
Keola-Lee, Naseem
King Jr., Shakim
Kistner, Dennis
Koonce, Tyson
Krause, Michael
Lehrer, Baron
Letsebe, Lesedi
Leverett Jr., Terry
Lovett, Moira
Lu, Amy
Lucas, Addison
Lucas-Hill, Morgan
Lyden, Olivia
Macchia, Elizabeth
Mangano, Isabella
Mathena, Mariah
Mathioudakis, Niko
Mattox, Jackson

McCartney, John
McCartney, Quinn
McCray, Julia
McDowell, Zander
McFadden, Harmony
McGowan, Shea
Megali, Katherine
Megali, Samuel
Melgar-Aldana, Wuiliams
Minihan, Terence
Miskimon, Layla
Mittenthal, Ted
Molina, Sophia
Molina-Hernandez, Jose
Moore, Laila
Morris, Maya
Morrison, Molli
Morrison, Tessa
Moussa, Berend
Munoz, Andy
Murray, Charlotte
Naasz, Zoe
Orlaskey, Parker
Parent, Avery
Parr, Daxton
Parr, Ellia
Pasko, Christopher
Pearson, Eliana
Peral Garcia, Mateo
Perlman, Samantha
Porter, Owen
Puggi, Dominic
Raheem, Harith
Randolph, Melliana
Rivera-Castro, Aylin
Rogers, Quinn
Rogers, Teaghan
Rosa, April

Rosa, Cecilia
Rothstein, Jackson
Roycroft, Ana
Salters, Samuel
Schellenbach, Parker
Schiffer, Quinn
Schmaltz, Andrew
Schutz, Annabel
Shah, Bria
Shan, Hamad
Sierra-Levin, Henry
Simms, Kamari
Simon, Wallace
Smith, Corbyn
Smith, Karter
Sounakhen, Christopher
Sullivan, James
Sullivan, Maeve
Tate, Amalie
Terreros-Zamora, Maria
Tolentino, Daniel
Tong, Augustus
Torres-Ramirez, Mia
Townshend, Carter
Victoriano, Madelyn
Vicuna-Villalba, Angel
Vincent, Eli
Woolery, Emily
Xolalpa-Miguel, Ariel
Zamora-Rojas, Giselle
Zivic, Kensington
Zuniga, Erick
Zuniga, Pedro

Honor Roll – November, 2020
Afjei, Azari
Albrecht Brown, Sylvia
Albrecht Brown, Vivienne
Alvarado, Vincent
Andino Urbina, Diego
Baten-Rios, Lesli
Bolanos-Buezo, Fernando
Bradford, Karmen
Bratton-Bey , Milan
Bratton-Bey, Mikayla
Briscoe, Caleb
Candia Garcia, Jazmin
Cannon, Noah
Casimiro, Henry
Colin-Gonzalez, Melissa
Corro-Cruz, Edgar
Daimoucha, Hafssa
Davis, Trinity
De Los Santos-Solano, Eliseo
Deleon, Alex
Denham, Aaron
Denham, Hailey
Dziedzic, Kipling
Escalante-Sanchez, Gisselle
Fleig, Aaron
Fleig, William
Fraser, Frances
Fraser, Gavin
Gause, Kaylin
Gonzalez-Hernandez, Daniela
Griffin III, Adrian
Gursel, Zehra
Hall, Alexis
Hanson, Bryant
Harrison III, Rodney
Hernandez-Ramirez, Emily

Herndon, Marley
Holcomb, Urijah
Huerta-Machuca, Gustavo
Hunter, Zylas
Isaula-Aguilar, Alex
Johnson, Brayden
Johnson, Kamoir
Joslin, Sofia
Juvencio-Gaspar, Karen
Kavanagh, Meryn
Keola-Lee, Nasir
King, Aleana
Knorovsky, Kamryn
Koonce, Chloe
Kozlowski, Zachary
Lee, Skyy
Leverett, Davol
Levy, Peyton
Lewis, Harlow
Locklear, Aiden
Madrigal-Galindo, Bryan
Mateos-Davila, Ingrid
Mattox, Evan
McFadden, Nevaeh
Mejia-Candia, Yaritza
Mendez, Vicente
Miller, Joaquin
Misewich, Tyler
Mittenthal, Mae
Moore, Lailani
Moran-Chavez, Abril
Morris, Jack
Navas-Migueloa, Soledad
Neponuceno-Moran, Henry
Neponuceno-Moran, Kevin
Nunez-Cabrera, Allison

Oleszczuk, Hailey
Orellana-Gasper, Kimberly
Pappas, Eric
Parris, Jalen
Perez, James
Powell, Keller
Raheem, Laith
Ramirez Urbana, Katherine
Ramirez, Nevaeh
Rivera-Orellana, Genesis
Rivera-Orellana, Emmanuel
Robinson, Chase
Robinson, Colin
Robinson, Payton
Rodriguez, Nevaeh
Roldan-Sanchez, Elvin
Santos-Marin, Nicholas
Simms, Nathaniel
Sio, Aleem
Stewart, Olivia
Teresi, John
Velasquez Ruiz, Keren
Wagner-Tan, Leo
Watson, Peyton
Webster, Zane
Wycall, Andrew
Wycall, William
Zamora-Rojas, Edgar
Zelic, Azran
Zhumi-Mendez, Javier
Zuniga-Gallegos, Yaneli

Strong Schools Maryland Songwriting Competition
Calling all student musicians! It’s time to use your voice to tell Maryland lawmakers what you
deserve in your schools. The prompt for this competition will be What We Deserve. With music,
communicate your message with creativity and passion. See below for steps to submit and
prizes for winners!
This year, the Maryland legislature is deciding whether or not to fully fund public education. The
Blueprint is a bill which would provide opportunities to ensure that every student has a world
class education, including more teachers to ensure smaller class sizes, counselors,
psychologists, social workers, resources for Special Education and English Language Learners,
access to early childhood education and career and technical training, and dual enrollment to
get a kick start on your college career! Click here to learn more about the Blueprint! This is a
chance to elevate your voice to those in power and tell them what you deserve in your schools!
Entering The Contest
Submit your songs as a video (.mp4) or audio (.mp3) to allie@strongschoolsmaryland.org with
the email subject “Songwriting Competition.” Be sure to include the names of all musicians and
collaborators in the email as well as your grade level and school.
Submissions are due by Friday, January 8th at 5PM.
Winners
Winners of the contest will be announced on Monday, January 11th 2021 on Strong Schools
Maryland social media, where their songs will be published. Winners will also be notified by
email. Visa gift cards will be awarded to the first, second, and third place winners.
Eligibility
In order to compete, you must be a public school student in the state of Maryland. There will be
2 age levels:
● Grades K-6
● Grades 7-12
Questions?
Email Allie Carter at allie@strongschoolsmaryland.org

Please link your VIC card
to Hampstead Hill
Academy!
● Connect your VIC card to our Together in Education
account and HHA earns. There is no cost to you.
● Shop Harris Teeter brands, a percentage is donated
back to the school(s) your card is linked to.
● NO LIMITS to how much a school can earn. Last year
HHA earned $20,000!!
● VIC cards just have to be relinked annually.
We can link you, friends, and/or family automatically if you sign up here:

https://hha.link/ht
Or you can associate your VIC card yourself by going to your Harris Teeter
account every year and linking to school #2488.

https://www.harristeeter.com/together-in-education

free TO BMORE
#atthepratt

your journey starts here

Children’s Programs in December
Sunday

Monday

1

Tuesday

11:00 a.m. Zoom
Sing-Along Break

2

Wednesday

3

Thursday

4

Friday

11:00 a.m. Zoom
Pratt Virtual
Storytime Live!

4:00 p.m.
Zoom
Hot Cocoa
Science

11:00 a.m. Zoom
World Languages
BINGO*

11

12

3:30 p.m. Zoom
After School Read
Aloud: Alice’s
Adventures in
Wonderland

6

7

8

9

10

3:00 p.m.
Zoom
Hanukkah
in Space*

11:00 a.m. Zoom
Pratt Virtual
Storytime Live!

11:00 a.m. Zoom
Janice the Griot

4:00 p.m. Zoom
String Poets
Ensemble

11:00 a.m. Zoom
Pratt Virtual
Storytime Live!

13

14

15

16

17

18

11:00 a.m. Zoom
Pratt Virtual
Storytime Live!

11:00 a.m. Zoom
Sing-Along Break

11:00 a.m. Facebook
Make Your
Own Snowflake
Ornaments‡

11:00 a.m. Zoom
Pratt Virtual
Storytime Live!

11:00 a.m.
Zoom
Welcome
Winter
Storytime

24

25

3:30 p.m. Zoom
What Happened This
Week? News Quiz for
Kids

6:30 p.m. Zoom
Kids Writers LIVE!
Meg Medina

4:00 p.m. Zoom
No-Bake Treats

4:00 p.m. Zoom
Make Artificial Food:
Presented by the
Artesanas Mexicanas*
20

21

22

23

19

26

11:00 a.m. Zoom
Pratt Virtual
Storytime Live!

3:30 p.m. Zoom
What Happened This
Week? News Quiz for
Kids
28

29

30

31

11:00 a.m. Zoom
Pratt Virtual
Storytime Live!

11:00 a.m. Zoom
Sing-Along Break

4:00 p.m. Facebook
Crafternoon: Sock
Snowmen‡

11:00 a.m. Zoom
Noon Year’s Eve
Party

3:30 p.m. Zoom
What Happened This
Week? News Quiz for
Kids

11:00 a.m. Zoom
French/English
Family Storytime
Contes en famille,
français/anglais*

12:00 p.m.
Facebook
Healthy Little
Cooks: Lunch
Bunch

4:00 p.m. Zoom
Make Artificial
Food: Presented
by the Artesanas
Mexicanas*

11:00 a.m. Zoom
Pratt Virtual
Storytime Live!

27

Saturday

2:00 p.m. Zoom
Half Day Fun: LEGO®
Build & Share*
4:00 p.m. Zoom
Half Day Fun: After
School Yoga for Kids
with Ms. Courtney*

3:30 p.m. Zoom
What Happened This
Week? News Quiz for
Kids

5

10:00 a.m. Virtual
Events Calendar
Choose Your Own
Adventure: Big
Trucks

*Registration Required
‡

Pre-Recorded

prattlibrary.org

OPERATION WARM LIBRARY PROGRAM
Operation Warm is teaming up with libraries, community partners, foundations and
corporations across the country to give a brand new coat and a brand new book to
each child who participates. This fun program will provide an opportunity to introduce
kids and families to all the library branch has to offer beyond books.

TODDLER thru TEEN SIZES. FIRST COME FIRST SERVED
www.operationwarm.org

PROGRAMA DE BIBLIOTECA DE OPERATION WARM
Operation Warm se asocia con bibliotecas, socios de
comunidad, fundaciones, y corporaciones a través del país
por dar un abrigo nuevo y dos libros nuevos a cada niño que
participe. Este programa divertido dará una oportunidad a
introducir niños y sus familias a todo lo que ofrece la
biblioteca además de libros.

www.operationwarm.org

Elementary & Middle
Alternative Breakfast Menu

December
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

2020

Thursday

Friday

Options Available
Daily at Breakfast:
7

Assorted Cold Cereal
Nutrigrain Bar
Graham Crackers
Black Plum
100% Juice, 6 oz.
Milk

14 Assorted

Cold Cereal
Nutrigrain Bar
Graham Crackers
Black Plum
100% Juice, 6 oz.
Milk

8

Mini Cinnamon Rolls
Fresh Peach
Black Plum
Milk

9

Cream Cheese Mini
Bagels
Banana
Fresh Peach
Milk

10 Assorted

Cold Cereal
Nutrigrain Bar
Banana
Applesauce Cup
Milk

15

Peach & Raspberry
Yogurt
Assorted Cold Cereal
Fresh Orange
Banana
Milk

16

Strawberry Cream
Cheese Mini Bagel
Banana
Fresh Peach
Milk

17

Oatmeal Breakfast
Bun
Banana
Applesauce Cup
Milk

11

Peach & Raspberry
Yogurt
Blueberry Muffin Top
Assorted Fresh Fruit
Milk

18

Cinnamon Swirl Roll
Assorted Fresh Fruit
Milk

Cold Cereal OptionsApple Cinnamon
Cheerios, Multi-Grain
Cheerios, Original
Cheerios, Cinnamon
Toast Crunch, Golden
Grahams, Honey Kix
1% White Milk, Fat
Free White Milk
Menu subject to
change

21 Assorted

Cold Cereal
Nutrigrain Bar
Graham Crackers
Black Plum
100% Juice, 6 oz.
Milk

28

Winter Break
Schools Closed

22

Mini Cinnamon Rolls
Fresh Peach
Black Plum
Milk

23

Cream Cheese Mini
Bagels
Banana
Fresh Peach
Milk

24

Winter Break
Schools Closed

25

Winter Break

Breakfast Condiments

Schools Closed
Daily Available Breakfast Nutritionals

29

Winter Break
Schools Closed

30

Winter Break
Schools Closed

31

Winter Break
Schools Closed

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

Milk

ELEMENTARY/MIDDLE LUNCH MENU
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

2020
Friday

No Peanut Butter and Jelly!
Daily Available
Lunch Options

Sun butter and jelly!
7

Double Stack Burger
on WG Bun
PB & J Sandwich
Carrot Sticks
Vegetarian Beans
Mixed Fruit Cup
Peach Cup
Assorted Milk

8

Zesty Italian Cold Cut
Sub
PB & J Sandwich
Carrot Sticks
Broccoli Floret Crudite'
Assorted Fresh Fruit
Assorted Milk

9

Tuna Salad
Saltine Crackers
Deli Sandwich
Cucumber Medallions
Side Salad
Assorted Fresh Fruit
Assorted Milk

10

Oven Fried Chicken
Drumstick
PB & J Sandwich
Rosemary Garlic
Potatoes
Side Salad
Assorted Fresh Fruit
Assorted Milk

11

Pepperoni Pizza
PB & J Sandwich
Carrot Sticks
Celery Sticks
Assorted Fresh Fruit
Assorted Milk

Milk Options:
1% White Milk, Fat
Free White Milk, Fat
Free Chocolate Milk,
Fat Free Strawberry
Milk

14

Double Stack Burger
on WG Bun
PB & J Sandwich
Cucumber Medallions
Celery Sticks
Assorted Fresh Fruit
Assorted Milk

15

Zesty Italian Cold Cut
Sub
PB & J Sandwich
Baby Carrots
Broccoli Floret Crudite'
Assorted Fresh Fruit
Assorted Milk

16

BBQ Chicken
Corn Muffin
PB & J Sandwich
Vegetarian Beans
Carrot Sticks
Assorted Fresh Fruit
Assorted Milk

17

Tuna Salad
Saltine Crackers
Deli Sandwich
Confetti Corn Salad
Cherry Tomato & Carrot
Coin Crudite'
Assorted Fresh Fruit
Assorted Milk

18

Cheese pizza Wedge
PB & J Sandwich
Carrot Sticks
Celery Sticks
Assorted Fresh Fruit
Assorted Milk

Seasonal Fresh Fruit

Fish Fillet on
WG Hamburger Bun
Deli Sandwich
Vegetarian Beans
Celery Sticks
Assorted Fresh Fruit
Assorted Milk

22

Zesty Italian Cold Cut
Sub
PB & J Sandwich
Baby Carrots
Confetti Corn Salad
Peach Cup
Mixed Fruit Cup
Assorted Milk

23

Spiral Rotini w/Italian
Meat Sauce
Cheez-it Crackers
PB & J Sandwich
Broccoli
Celery Sticks
Mixed Fruit Cup
Peach Cup
Assorted Milk

24

21

28

29

Schools Closed

30

Schools Closed

25

Schools Closed

All rolls, breads, and
tortillas are made with
whole grain.
Menu is subject
change.

31

Schools Closed

Schools Closed

Apples, oranges,
nectarines, plums,
watermelon, peaches,
bananas

Schools Closed

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

SNACK MENU

December
Monday

7

Pretzel Goldfish

Tuesday

8

Assorted Fresh Fruit

14

Cheddar Goldfish

Pretzel Goldfish

15

Winter Break
Schools Closed

Cheddar Chex Mix

22

Cheez-it Crackers

16

Winter Break
Schools Closed

10

Spicy Cheddar
Goldfish

23

Giant Cinnamon
Graham

17

Winter Break
Schools Closed

11

Graham Crackers

24

Winter Break
Schools Closed

31

Winter Break
Schools Closed

Soft Pretzel
Assorted Fresh Fruit

18

Peanut Butter Cup

100% Juice, 6 oz.

30

Cheddar Goldfish

Friday

Assorted Fresh Fruit

100% Juice, 6 oz.

100% Juice, 6 oz.

29

Giant Cinnamon
Graham

Thursday

100% Juice, 6 oz.

Assorted Fresh Fruit

Assorted Fresh Fruit

28

9

100% Juice, 6 oz.

Assorted Fresh Fruit

21

Cheez-it Crackers

Wednesday

2020

Blueberry Muffin Top
100% Juice, 6 oz.

25

Winter Break
Schools Closed

Supper Menu

December
Monday

7

14

21

28

Tuna Salad
Saltine Crackers
Carrot Sticks
Assorted Fresh Fruit
Milk

Breaded Drumstick
Cucumber Medallions
Assorted Fresh Fruit
Milk

Tuna Salad
Saltine Crackers
Cucumber Medallions
Assorted Fresh Fruit
Milk

Winter Break
Schools Closed

Tuesday

8

15

22

29

Cheese Pizza
Cucumber Medallions
Assorted Fresh Fruit
Milk

Cheese Pizza
Celery Sticks
Assorted Fresh Fruit
Milk

WG Chicken Tender
Celery Sticks
Assorted Fresh Fruit
Milk

Winter Break
Schools Closed

Wednesday

9

16

23

30

Deli Sandwich
Celery Sticks
Assorted Fresh Fruit
Milk

Deli Sandwich
Carrot Sticks
Assorted Fresh Fruit
Milk

Deli Sandwich
Carrot Sticks
Assorted Fresh Fruit
Milk

Winter Break
Schools Closed

2020
Thursday

10

17

24

WG Chicken Tender
Celery Sticks
Assorted Fresh Fruit
Milk

WG Chicken Tender
Celery Sticks
Assorted Fresh Fruit
Milk

Winter Break
Schools Closed

31

Winter Break
Schools Closed

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

Friday

11

18

25

Chicken Salad
Flatbread
Broccoli Floret
Crudite'
Assorted Fresh Fruit
Milk

Chicken Salad
Flatbread
Broccoli Floret
Crudite'
Assorted Fresh Fruit
Milk

Winter Break
Schools Closed

Milk

Assorted Fruit

Daily Condiment Offerings

