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Note from Principal Hornbeck 

The holidays are always a busy time for my family as we celebrate Christmas, 
my birthday and New Year’s Eve all in the same week. I turned 54. We had 
cupcakes and enjoyed a new animated Disney movie called Soul. Angela 
Bassett’s character says to Jamie Foxx’s character: “I heard this story about a 
fish. He swims up to this older fish and says, “I’m trying to find the ocean.” “The 
ocean?” says the older fish, “that’s what you’re in now.” “This?” says the 
younger fish. “This is water. What I want is the ocean!” That moment in the 
movie reminded me how grateful I am for the here and now. There is lots of talk 
about how 2021 is going to be great. This is certainly my hope, especially 
compared to 2020, but there is so much positive in the world already. I am 
incredibly grateful for  my job, my  family and for HHA students and staff. As 
you know, in spite of precautions, no one is untouched by the virus. We all know 
people who have had mild cases and those who have had more serious cases. 
Some know the unimaginable loss and sadness felt when a loved one dies from 
COVID. As we get through this together, I’m reminding you, actually, I’m 
begging you, to wear your mask outside of your home and do not increase the 
size of your bubble. The holidays were different for us. We didn’t drive to 
Atlanta to see family. We didn’t eat in restaurants. No one came inside our 
house, and we didn’t see a live performance.  With an assist from Zoom, we did go to church on Christmas Eve, and we cooked lots of great food, 
played many games of Bananagrams, watched movies and enjoyed spending time with each other. Remember to be careful, but also be present. 
Find ways to be kind, to connect and engage, to exercise and meditate, and to share, live and love. Let’s go HHA! 
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Vision Statement 
Hampstead Hill seeks to be a safe, nurturing, diverse, 

family-friendly neighborhood school with rigorous, 

effective academic programs and exciting, engaging 

extracurricular activities. We believe all parents 

want the same thing for their children: more and 

better opportunities for college and career. We 

believe in the importance of the arts, and we want 

our students to be great communicators, listeners 

and writers. Our students will be forward thinkers, 

persistent, responsible, caring, dependable and 

healthy members of the greater community.  

 

Mission Statement 
Hampstead Hill Academy is a neighborhood public 

charter school that exists to educate children living 

in both our attendance area and throughout 

Baltimore City. Our talented staff uses research-

based curriculum to develop and implement rigorous 

lesson plans that continuously raise the academic 

bar for our students. Our whole school community is 

dedicated to working together to challenge our 

students to succeed in a fair, consistent, just and 

joyful learning environment. 

 

Welcome to Hampstead Hill Academy! 
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Mr. Hornbeck and his family “masked up” and      
ready to go! 



 

 1/5, 12, 19, 26  Reunion de Padres 3-4 pm 

 1/6, 13, 20, 27  HHA Herald Update for Parents  

 1/7, PTO Tutti Gusti Night 3-8 pm 

 1/11, PTO Meeting 6 pm 

 1/18, School Closed – Martin Luther King Day 

 1/18, PTO Family Trivia Fundraiser 6-7 pm 

 1/20, School Family Council Meeting 3pm 

 1/21, Chat With Matt 3-4 pm 

 1/28, School Closed – Staff Development 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPLICATIONS FOR THE HHA LOTTERY AND PRE-KINDERGARTEN 
 

Spread the word to family and friends that 2021-2022 applications for 

the lottery and pre-kindergarten are now available. The lottery is held 

for students at all grade levels who do not live in the zoned area for the 

school. If you do not live in the zoned area and would like for your child 

to attend HHA, you can stop by HHA and complete an application online 

or visit this link https://hha47.org/admissions/. At this link, you will find information and applications for the 

lottery and for PreK. The lottery will take place Thursday, February 11th at 3 pm. Currently, the lottery will be 

held virtually. As we get closer to the date, a final decision will be made based on whether or not we are back 

in the school building.  

IMPORTANT DATES THIS MONTH  

 
What’s Inside… 
 
Top News Stories  page 3 
 Current HHA information along with 

upcoming events 

 
News from the Teams  page 5 
 What your child is doing in class along 

with resource, enrichment and ESOL 
information 

 
Club/Activities News  page 10 
 Updates and announcements for the 

many clubs offered at HHA 

 
Family Information  page 12 
 Issues important to our parents on a 

variety of subjects 

 
PTO News  page 13 
 News from the Parent/Teacher 

Organization at HHA 

 
Family Fun Information 14 
 List of neighborhood organizations along 

with telephone number and email 
address 

 
 

PLEASE CHECK THE PARENT CALENDAR  

 OFTEN FOR UPDATES. 

THE CALENDAR IS AVAILABLE ON THE      

HHA WEBSITE, FACEBOOK AND BLOOMZ. 
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IT’S A NEW YEAR! 
As 2021 begins, administrators and teachers want to thank you for sending your child to HHA 
and for helping make our school great. School is about learning, dreaming and getting ready 
for the next grade, high school, college and eventually a good job. It is also about motivating 
each other to do our very best. The best teachers and students work and learn at HHA, and 
we are grateful to have your family be a part of our family.  
  

GET BACK INTO THE GROOVE 

After a safe and relaxing holiday season, we return to the comfort of the routines of virtual school. Please make certain that your child gets back on 
a good sleep schedule. Help troubleshoot any new technology problems your child may have.  As a reminder, 2

nd
 quarter grades close Wednesday, 

January 27
th

. Parents should ask their children and teachers if there are any missing or incomplete assignments that need to be made up before the 
quarter closes. You can contact a staff member through Bloomz or e-mail. HHA e-mail addresses are online at https://hha47.org/staff-contact-
roster/.    

 
VIRTUAL STAFF HOLIDAY PARTY 
The pandemic didn’t stop HHA staff from getting together on Zoom 
to celebrate the year. Nearly 70 staff members attended the 90-
minute Oscar-themed party complete with a walk on the red carpet, 
swag bags, short Oscar-winning films and even a presentation of 
team Oscar Awards. Thanks to the generosity of our PTO and the 
Baltimore Curriculum Project, staff members were treated to 
delicious hors d’oeuvres and a selection of desserts from Rogue 
Catering, as well as a bottle of wine or sparkling cider. The action-
packed party included an opening cocktail mixer and toast, a virtual 
festival of lights set to the smooth vocals of Tony Berry, a round of 
Kahoot trivia, sing-alongs, a spice mixing demonstration, ‘mix and a 
mingle of the jingling feet’ breakout rooms, and even audience 
choice awards for best dressed and most festive Zoom background.   
 

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DAY 

OF SERVICE  
Martin Luther King Jr. Day is fast approaching. His message of 
freedom, non-violence and justice resonate today as, in volatile 
times, we seek peace abroad, economic security at home and 
kindness in our neighborhoods and schools. In the New Year, we 
hope for just and fair police enforcement and new answers from 
new leaders to address the murders and shootings in Baltimore City, 
which have not abated during the pandemic.  We hope for sensible 
and humane immigration enforcement that permits families to live, 
work, and attend church and school in peace and sets a clear path to 
citizenship for all Dreamers.  We hope the Maryland General 
Assembly overrides Governor Hogan’s short-sighted veto of the 
Blueprint for Maryland’s Future, otherwise known as Kirwan.  We 
hope for more space to increase the numbers of HHA families and 
thus expand our wonderful school.  We also hope that the New Year 
brings you and yours health, joy, peace and love. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Schools will be closed Monday, January 18

th
 in recognition of the life 

and service of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Remember, Dr. King’s day is 
a “day on, not a day off.” There are volunteer and service 
opportunities throughout the Baltimore metro area. This is a great 
day for HHA middle school students to meet their LGP service 
learning requirements for 2

nd
 quarter and add to the hours they will 

need to graduate from high school. Look for service learning 
opportunities to be sent out from Mr. Lucas and Ms. Seymour. 
 

ONLINE STUDENT EMERGENCY 

CARD 
Look for the HHA Online Emergency Card to be sent out shortly. The 
form will be available in English and Spanish, and will replace the 
traditional paper copy. It will have the same questions as the paper 
copy and include the student/parent contracts to be reviewed and 
agreed upon. Please complete this form for each child at our school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TOP NEWS STORIES  
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CHAT WITH MATT 

 THURSDAY, JANUARY 21ST
 AT 3 PM 

Zoom link will be posted on the Parent/Activities 

calendar on Bloomz and the HHA website. 

 



FREE HHA STUDENT T-SHIRT 
The free HHA t-shirt will soon arrive at school. When the shirts are in the 
school building, messaging will be sent for you to stop by and pick up your 
child’s t-shirt. Shirts will be available only to individuals who placed an order.  A 
roster with the students’ name and size will be held at school. Look for 
information in the February newsletter for contest rules to design the back of 
the t-shirt for the 2021-2022 school year. 
 

 
 
 
 

Last year before the lockdown due to the pandemic, HHA students took part in designing a work of art for the Square 1 art fundraiser.  Please visit 
https://shop.square1art.com/Shop/artwork/Search to search for and order your student’s artwork.  If you cannot find your child’s name, and 
he/she was present for the art project during the designated art day at HHA, please call Square 1 Art at 888-332-3294 for assistance. 
 

THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR YOUR SUPPORT… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PARENTS ARE INVITED TO JOIN US FOR THE SCHOOL FAMILY COUNCIL MEETING             

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 20TH
 AT 3 PM  

Zoom link is posted on the Parent/Activities calendar on Bloomz and the HHA website. 

             

New 2020-2021 HHA Free Student T-Shirt 

Thank you to the many of you who donated items to help feed families during the recent closure of food service at HHA. Pizza, 
canned goods and other items were made available to our HHA families. 
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PREK  
Ms. Klenk, Ms. Worsham and Ms. Kaminaris, Ms. Mendez:  Welcome back from winter break! The PreK team hopes that everyone had a restful 
and joyous time with family and loved ones. As students transition back into school from a long break, please start the year strong by getting back 
into a productive school routine. The first live session of the school day begins at 8 am, and the second live session begins at 10:05 am. Please make 
sure your child is awake and has eaten breakfast before class starts. When your child is on time, they will get to participate in the morning circle 
question along with the calendar routine. It's a great way to connect with students before they start language and math. The month, students will 
begin the math unit on numbers 6-10. By the end of the unit, students should be able to recognize numbers 6-10, count sets of 6-10 items, 
compare sets of different quantities and count in different configurations (circle, straight line and array). In language, students are learning how to 
speak in complete sentences "say the whole thing", object identification, and basic information such as the name of our school and teachers. 
Please check the work packets for fun asynchronous work projects your child can complete outside of live class. Parents are also encouraged to 
have their child use the Dreambox math program at home. Please contact your child's teacher if you need your child's login information.  
 

KINDERGARTEN  
Ms. Maciel, Ms. Vincent, Ms. Wallis, Ms. Smith and Ms. Graston, Ms. Alatzas : The kindergarten team hopes that everyone had a safe and 
relaxing winter break. Kindergarten students and families have certainly earned it! Thank you again for all of your support at home.  It is definitely a 
team effort to make virtual learning work, and HHA is incredibly lucky to have such amazing families. Please continue to check Google classroom 
daily to see classwork that is due, and Bloomz for important announcements. In reading, students are learning new letter sounds, blending sounds 
together to make words, reading words and short stories, and answering comprehension questions. You can help your child practice these skills by 
going over their reading worksheets with them at home. In language, students are answering 'wh' questions about a story (who, what, when, 
where, why), identifying parts of common objects, and learning and reciting definitions. In math, they are identifying groups that have more, less, 
or equal, learning numbers 11-20 and practicing addition and subtraction facts to 10. In science, they are finishing up the plants unit by learning 
about how people use plants.  They are also reading about George Washington Carver. In the next unit, students will learn about farms. Please  
work at home with your child practicing how to properly hold a pencil,  to write their name, to use scissors and glue, to tie their shoes and to 
button and zipper their coats. 
 

NEWS FROM THE TEAMS  
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Thank you to our families and partners for their  

         generosity during the holiday season! 

Special thanks to the HHA PTO for helping to cover the cost of 

the Staff Holiday Party, to the Redemption City Church for 

supplying gift cards for our families to area supermarkets, to the 

Kistner family, owners of Mahaffey's Pub, for hosting a toy drive 

for HHA students, to the Kiwanis Club of East Baltimore for 

their monetary donation, and to the many HHA families who 

made a monetary donation to the HHA School Fund. Your 

support and commitment to our school is greatly appreciated! 



 
 

GRADE 1  
Ms. Bierley, Ms. Satterlee, and Ms. Clary, Ms. Tucker, Ms. Billups and Ms. Douglas and Ms. LeFever:  Welcome to the New Year! The first grade 
team hopes that students and their families had a safe and relaxing winter break. The team would also like to thank the PTO for fulfilling the 
requests from the wish list this year. The students will enjoy using these items. Please continue to check Google Classroom, Bloomz and your child’s 
HHA email account each day for assignments and important announcements. 
 

GRADE 2  
Ms. Bonner:  Happy New Year!  Ms. Bonner hopes that everyone had a safe and restful winter break and is excited to see what the New Year has to 
offer.  In reading, students will continue adventures with the main characters, Eric and Tom, who are time travelers, and in language, they will 
continue to learn how to write a good paragraph. In math, students will continue to learn different mental math strategies to solve addition and 
subtraction problems. Please have your student checkout the math strategy toolkit posted in their math Google Classroom. Continue practicing 
math facts with your child as well as having your child log into DreamBox. As always, continue to check your students HHA email and Google 
Classroom at least twice a day. 
 
Ms. Smith:  Happy 2021!  Ms. Smith hopes that everyone 
had a good holiday break and that your student enjoyed a 
break from the computer screen. Thank you to the parents 
who took part in a parent/teacher conference. If you were 
not able to participate in a conference at Student 
Celebration Night, please reach out to Ms. Smith to schedule 
a conference. In January, students will continue to read the 
stories about Nancy and her adventures. Remember, your 
child should be reading vocabulary words, non-fiction 
passages or stories from their reading book every night. It is 
part of their asynchronous work each day, and is important. 
In math, students will continue to add and subtract numbers 
to 1,000. During the course of the day, students take a short 
break. The first break occurs between reading and language 
and gives students a chance to move their bodies and take 
their eyes and brains away from the screen. The second break is something that everyone does together.  Above is a picture of students doing their 
dance moves during break. 
 
Ms. Weber:  Students ended the 2020 school year discussing their holiday wishes. The overwhelming response was for COVID 19 to disappear 
forever. Best wishes for the New Year to be filled with renewed energy and promise. 
 

GRADE 3  
Reading – Ms. Kaplan:  Students continue to impress during virtual learning. They are completing independent work on Google Classroom, 
practicing their reading fluency, and improving their comprehension skills. Some students are reading about Leonard’s inventions, and some are 
reading about Al and Angela’s adventures. Others are reading Greek mythology. Please continue to check Google Classroom to make sure your 
child is completing his/her assignments. 
 
Language/Social Studies - Ms. Sparwasser:  Students will continue to refine paragraph writing skills. They will write longer narrative paragraphs 
with sentences that begin with the part that tells when and dialogue. In social studies, they will learn about money and economics. 
 
Math - Ms. Knudsen:  Students continue to thrive in virtual learning.  In December, they participated in a Virtual Holiday Lightshow, and mastered 
new platforms such as Peardeck, Legends of Learning and Kahoot. They also earned group goals for meeting ZOOM expectations. In January, some 
students will begin a unit on fractions, and some students will master long division and multi-digit multiplication. Everyone looks forward to a 
healthy and exciting 2021! 
 

GRADE 4  
Reading – Ms. Schultz:  Some students are reading the Adventure on the Rocky Ridge, and others are reading The Prince and The Pauper. All 
students are reading grade level text each day and showing their comprehension by answering text-based questions and writing prompts. It has 
been so wonderful to see the students’ progress in virtual learning as they continue to grow as readers. Please reach out by email to Ms. Schultz at 
krschultz@hha47.org or on Bloomz if you have any questions or concerns. 
 
Language/Social Studies - Ms. Costello:  Students are currently learning how to explain why different arguments are faulty. They are also learning 
how to create summary sentences that capture the main idea of several longer sentences. In social studies, they have completed the cumulative 
test on units 1-3. After winter break, students will begin science. Students also went on a virtual field trip to Fort McHenry. They were able to see 
different parts of the Fort and ask the tour guide questions.  
 

Ms. Smith’s students take a break and make some moves! 
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Math – Mr. Pratta:  Students will ring in the New Year with long division, multi-digit 
multiplication and fractions. They will build on their 3

rd
 grade work with unit fractions as they 

explore fraction equivalence and extend this understanding to mixed numbers. This leads to 
the comparison of fractions and mixed numbers and the representation of both in a variety of 
models.  
 

GRADE 5    

Reading – Ms. Pellegrini:  All three classes have started exciting novel studies. The Owls are 
using Actively Learn to read Walk Two Moons. In this story, they will have the opportunity to 
work collaboratively with other students and explain their thinking in response to the text. 
They will also focus on informative writing this month, eventually working up to a five-
paragraph essay. The Pandas and Owls are starting the story Sara Crewe. They will continue to 
work on building vocabulary, using comprehension strategies, and using text evidence to 
support their thinking. Make sure to check in with your child frequently about remote learning. 
The New Year is a great time to set goals and reinforce expectations. As always, don't hesitate 
to reach out with any questions. 
 
Language/Science – Ms. Ruppenthal:  Students will continue to build upon the skills learned in the first 20 lessons as they move towards their 
second test on lesson 40. As students continue to develop language skills, they will begin to write longer paragraphs which will focus on grammar 
and figurative language. They will show their ability to form agreement and disagreement statements, form contractions, rewrite unclear sentences 
and parallel statements. Students will also continue to practice skills that help them to strengthen their writing abilities. In science, students 
continue to do an awesome job learning virtually. They have started science investigation with the Earth and Sun. The Earth and the Sun module 
provide students with experiences to explore the properties of the Sun and the Moon. They will explore the atmosphere and the dynamics of 
weather and water cycling in the Earth's atmosphere. Students will continue to identify patterns in their observations. This includes length and 
direction of shadows, day and night, and the seasonal appearance of stars in the night sky. This course will continue throughout the month of 
January. 
 
Math – Ms. O’Connor:  Students will finish work on multiplication and division of whole numbers and decimals. They will then move into the next 
topic: Fractions. Students will start by reviewing equivalent fractions and making improper fractions. They will then work on adding and subtracting 
unlike fractions. Students can continue to practice topics already learned using their IXL accounts. Practice will help to keep their skills sharp. 
 

GRADE 6  

Humanities/History – Mr. Farber:  Some students have started reading Walk Two Moons and the No Fear Shakespeare edition of Romeo and Juliet. 
In February, all three classes will write literary response essays on their books. In history, students continue to learn about how early human 
civilizations began in Mesopotamia, and how this led to the creation of cities, states and then empires. Students will soon have a history quiz. 
 
Math – Ms. Kleine: Students have been learning about percent, decimals and fractions. They recently completed an art inspired math project, 
where they explored percent within a 10 by 10 grid. Students designed pictures and determined what fraction, decimal and percent of their project 
was covered by each color. Ms. Kleine was very impressed with all of their math skills and creativity that went into their projects. Below are some 
awesome examples. This month, students will begin Module 2 and will learn about different arithmetic operations including how to divide 
fractions. They will also explore the concept of division, as well as build fluency with operations, specifically with decimals and fractions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pictured from left to 
right  
Row 1: 
Pikachu by Isabella L 
Imposter by Kyle N 
Jasmine by Genesis G 
 
Row 2: 
Stitch by Ashley C 
Boat by David M 
Mario by Charles G 

4
th

 grade students had a tour of Fort 
McHenry on a virtual field trip 
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Science – Ms. Poole:  Biologists will continue to investigate the question, “Where have all the creatures gone?” Students have identified various 
species whose populations have decreased and have investigated the potential causes of the change in population. Dall sheep, red legged frogs, 
trees and trout are just a few organisms they have been researching in order to try to determine the cause of their population decline. Can you 
think of a reason the population of many species have decreased within the last 30 years? Discuss your thoughts and ideas with your students. 
 

GRADE 7  

Language Arts – Ms. Locke-Jones:  Students are finishing their 2
nd

 quarter reading books. As they begin their summative assessments, it's a great 
time for them to reflect on how these books highlight the four LGP promises. Ask your student how they can see the four promises in their novels. 
 
Math – Mr. White:  Students will continue to work in Unit 2A Expressions and Equations. The students have learned about terms and combining 
like terms and will apply this knowledge to expand linear expressions with rational number coefficients. The students will also explore linear 
equations and solving and graphing inequalities. Please remember that the students will complete all of their daily math assignments in the 
program called Edulastic.   
 
Science – Mr. Lohrman:  Students just finished answering the question in the IQWST life science curriculum "What is going on inside my body 
during certain activities?" They learned that there are a number of body systems that work together for our bodies to function properly. The next 
question in the IQWST chemistry curriculum we will be "How can I make new stuff from old stuff?  
 

GRADE 8  
Language Arts – Mr. Ball:  Some students are reading The Diary of Anne Frank: The Play by Albert Hackett and Frances Goodrich and have been 
engaged in reading about the life of Anne Frank and the others in the Secret Annex. Students have been gaining background knowledge of WWII 
and studying key features of plays. Other students who are reading Chains by Laurie Halse Anderson have been diving into the life of Isabel and 
examining the dynamics and contradictions of slavery during the American Revolution. All continue to improve the critical reading and writing skills 
they will need to be successful in college and career. 
 
Pre-Algebra/Algebra 1 – Ms. Luthers Bradford: Pre-Algebra - Students will continue to work on equations. They will learn about different types of 
solutions to equations and begin discussing systems of equations. After winter break, students will learn the answer to the question "What are the 
different solutions you can have to an equation?"  
  
Algebra 1 - Students will continue to learn about the representations of different types of functions and interpreting key features of the functions. 
Ask your child, what is the difference between absolute and relative maximum or minimum? 
 
History – Ms. Kosmer:  Students finished their National History Day projects and did an awesome job developing their websites, and presenting to 
the judges. Now students will begin to learn about European Exploration and the beginning of settlements in the Americas. They will read 
informational passages to analyze how the movement of people affected the development of the early Americas.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Leaders Go Places motivates students to reach rigorous academic goals. Even in this virtual setting, our 
students’ combined average GPA was above a 3.0, but LGP is about more than grades. What makes 
LGP truly special is the motivation it provides students to be citizens beyond the classroom. It is 
important to get good grades, and it is equally important to give back to our community. One place this 
is done is at the Community Circle. Each Friday, over 200 middle school students join a live Zoom 
meeting for a Community Circle. During these events, students share acknowledgements, and brave 
individuals speak to the entire community and thank a peer or an adult for their help and support. It is 
truly a special thing to witness. This year, several HHA alumni attended the meetings as guest speakers. 
These alumni are fantastic role models. Mairead Palmer for Baltimore School for the Arts, David Castro 
and Asiane Phillips of Baltimore Polytechnic Institute and Harold Brooks of Eastern Tech have all shared 
some wisdom with our current students. These students shared a little of what high school is like, 
during virtual learning and under normal circumstances, and they answered questions from our current 
middle school scholars.  
 
We believe students need role models - people who have succeeded in the classroom and beyond. It is 
important that students see themselves in the young people who have gone before them. This unique 
school year has provided the opportunity to allow these alumni to impart their youthful wisdom to our 
current students.  
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LEADERS GO PLACES  

Mairead and Asiane 

Jorge and Harold 



 
 

 
 
 

MUSIC LESSONS 
Ms. Alexander: Ms. Alexander has enjoyed working with HHA's student musicians during 2020, and is excited to see what 2021 will bring! The 
month of December kept instrumental music students busy preparing a series of pieces for the Winter Instrumental Music Showcase. 
Congratulations to all who participated! In January, students will continue to learn, refine, and apply both technical and musically expressive skills 
to arrangements in order to aid overall development in tone production, intonation, notation, rhythmic subdivision and musicality. If you are 
interested in having your child participate in HHA's instrumental music program, please reach out to Ms. Alexander at malexander@hha47.org or 
on Bloomz. Happy New Year! 
 

EARLY CHILDHOOD MUSIC 
Ms. Drake:  During the month of January, students will celebrate the winter season through music, movement and lots of fun! They will focus on 
understanding the dynamics of piano and forte, and how to use these to help tell stories through music. 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION  

Mr. Edwards:  PreK and kindergarten students 
will improve their gross and fine motor skills, 
and elementary and middle school students will 
perform HIIT, Yoga and Tabata workouts.  
 

DRAMA  
Ms. Durkin:  PreK and kindergarten students 
have explored story elements (character, 
setting, conflict, beginning, middle, end) in a 
variety of stories and by learning The Story 
Song. Grade 1 – 5 students are writing original 
plays to submit to Center Stage's Young 
Playwright's Festival, and grade 6 students will 
build background knowledge about 
Shakespeare and his language. Grade 7 and 8 
students will participate in a unit on 
mindfulness practices and responding critically to theatre and film. 
 

FOOD FOR LIFE   
Ms. Demas:  PreK and kindergarten students are learning the alphabet by writing and saying the letter names and sounds of healthy foods. Grade 1 
and 2 students are learning how vitamins help their body stay healthy and how to identify colorful foods that are a good source of each vitamin. 
Grade 3 – 8 students are learning about food traditions passed down through families and cultures. They are sharing family recipes and 
interviewing elders in their family about the foods they ate as children. Stay tuned for a HHA Heritage Cookbook featuring the best recipes and 
interviews, which will be shared with all HHA families. 
 

NATURE EXPLORATION 

Ms. Riorda:  Students have been very creative in demonstrating their abilities to learn 
about the natural world through Zoom classroom lessons.  HHA’s youngest students are 
investigating different animals each week as they follow the letter and sound of the 
week. They have investigated narwhals, crabs, cheetahs and hedgehogs. Elementary 
students have moved their focus from insects to plants as they learn about all the 
products made from plants, the parts of the plant and the life cycle of plants. Some even 
tried an experiment with beans and a damp paper towel to see if the seed would begin 
to germinate. Middle school students are learning about natural resources, matching 
products to their origin and discovering the environmental degradation associated with 
extracting non-renewable resources such as coal, oil and natural gas. The unit wraps up 
with learning about how to conserve natural resources and a focus on renewable 
sources. These students will also investigate animals and their specific adaptations to 
discover how species have evolved over time. 
 

 

RESOURCES  
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PreK students get a workout during gym class with Mr. Edwards 

An elementary student uses art to show the 
cycle of a tree during the seasons 



 
 

LIBRARY  
Ms. Kannam:   Prek – 2 students celebrated Native American 
Month through literature and practiced being illustrators with Mo 
Willems from the Elephant and Piggie books. Grade 3 and 4 
students also celebrated Native American Heritage Month through 
literature and created their own folktales explaining natural 
occurrences. Grade 5, 6 and 8 students are learning computer 
coding and participating in the International challenge "the Hour of 
Code.” Check out their certificates and please ask student to share 
their coding work. It is impressive! Grade 7 students are discovering 
World Languages and cultures through language vocabulary 
practice and listening to popular music from France, South America, 
Central America, Korean, Italy and Japan. 
 

ART  

ENRICHMENT NEWS  
Ms. Guitian:  Happy New Year and Happy New EGATE!  HHA has once again 
been named an EGATE school by the state of Maryland. The EGATE 
application, which stands for Excellence in Gifted and Talented Education, 
guides us every five years through a process to reflect upon and document 
how the GAL program at HHA aligns with the Maryland Criteria for Excellence:  
Gifted and Talented Education. Even during this remote learning period, the 
dedication to support gifted and advanced learners can be seen throughout 
the school. In addition to advanced instructional opportunities in the regular 
classroom, GAL students in PreK -2 have numerous asynchronous learning 
opportunities in their enrichment Google Classroom. In the new year, grade   
3 – 5 students will have the option of designing their own independent 
research projects. Middle school students can choose to broaden their 
horizons by engaging in gifted exploratory learning courses through APEX 
Learning. If you are a parent of a formally identified GAL student and need 
more information about how your child can engage with all the programs offered, please reach out to Laura Guitian at lguitian@hha47.org.  
 

SPECIAL EDUCATION  
Ms. Shaffer:  January 4

th
 is World Braille Day! World Braille Day celebrates the birth of Louis Braille, inventor of the reading and writing system 

used by millions of blind and partially sighted people all over the globe. Though not a public holiday in any country, World Braille Day provides an 
opportunity for teachers, charities and non-government organizations to raise awareness about issues facing the blind and the importance of 
continuing to produce works in Braille, providing the blind with access to the same reading and learning opportunities as the sighted. 
 

ESOL DEPARTMENT NEWS  
Ms. Bailin, Ms. Gonzalez, Ms. Hicks, Ms. Brezenoff and Mr. LaBarr:   ESOL teachers have been doing push-in with ESOL students during virtual 
learning. 
 
 

 
DIVERSITY CLUB 
Please encourage your student, grades 6-8, to join the Diversity Club. In this group, students discuss a diverse range of issues concerning 
marginalized communities. Students will continue to meet every other Wednesday, and to guide the direction and conversations in the club. Please 
reach out to Ms. Luthers-Bradford if your student is interested in joining this group. 
 

DEBATE TEAM 

HHA’s first-ever semester of Elementary Speech and Debate came to an exciting conclusion this month! Twenty-two brave students submitted their 
speeches in the Baltimore Urban Debate League’s Original Oratory Competition, and three placed in the top 10. Congratulations to everyone who 
participated, and special shout out to 8

th
 place winner Charlotte M., 6

th
 place winner Hailey D., and to Zoe N. who won first place in the Elementary 

CLUB/ACTIVITIES NEWS  
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Grade 5 - 8 students are learning about the artist 
Jacob Lawrence and recreating famous art works 

using his style and techniques. 

Coding certificate that students receive upon completion of the 
Hour of Code 



 
 

Original Oratory Competition. The second session will begin this month. Please contact Ms. Satterlee at ksatterlee@hha47.org or Ms. Kaplan at 
lkaplan@hha47.org  if your grade 3 – 5 student  is interested in joining the Debate Team. 
 

AUDUBON ADVENTURES 
Grade kindergarten – 3 students enjoyed weekly Audubon 
Adventures where they explored a variety of science topics 
and played a games of Habitat Charades.  Students had a 
blast and can’t wait to see each other again in 2021. Parents, 
be sure to look for the spring registration, so your kids can 
get in on the fun! 
 

GREEN LEADERS 
Thank you participating HHA families for another amazing 
Green Leaders program this semester! Students took part in 
a public, outdoor model of the program, which was 
successful because of the support from HHA families. Many 
thanks for your commitment, participation, and passion for 
the environment. All middle school students are welcome to 
apply in spring of 2021 for the next session of Green Leaders.  Feel free to pass this information on to others who may be interested. Patterson Park 
Audubon is thrilled to work in partnership with HHA's young leaders to grow advocates for Baltimore’s birds and communities threatened by 
climate change. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Students in Audubon Adventures enjoy playing a game of            
Habitat Charades 

Green Leaders helping to make our environment better for generations to come 

CHECK OUT THE HHA WEBSITE AT 

WWW.HHA47.ORG FOR A MULTITUDE OF 

INFORMATION INCLUDING: STAFF EMAIL ROSTER, 

LINKS FOR UPCOMING MEETINGS, CLASSROOM 

WEBSITES AND MUCH, MUCH MORE!            
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HELPFUL INFORMATION FROM 
PAMELA R. WEISSMAN, SCHOOL SOCIAL WORKER 
 
 
 
 
 
A WORD ON ATTACHMENT 
When each of us is born, whether a first born to a family or an 8

th
 born, 

whether boy or girl, the number one element that we need as much as 
food, clothing and shelter is attachment. Like glue to paper, we are 
biologically hardwired to connect and to be connected to our primary 
caregivers. However, as caregivers, we get caught up on the “to-do 
lists” of life. The greatest of favors to our relationships is to simply 
pause. When we pause and put our foot on the brakes, and take that 
mindful breath, our nervous system grows calm and we get to connect, 
to play with, to look at, to admire and to truly enjoy our little ones and 
our big kids as well. What a privilege it is to be human and what a 
privilege it is to attach to the ones we are raising and get to love. 

EYE SEE YOU  

Have you ever looked at anyone with a secret smile? What is a secret 
smile? It is when two people hear (or see) something and instinctively 
look at each other in a knowing manner. This look indicates a unique 
kind of intimacy and a very special relationship. This secret smile shows 
that they are close enough to read the each other’s mind.  Do any of 
your relationships come to mind? A friend whom you have a shared 
history? A sibling? A partner? How does this relate to our children? This 
is how a parent-child attachment begins. When our children are infants 
and we say, “I (Eye) see you!”, we are connecting. If when your child is 
playing and you pause and admire their cuteness, you are saying, “I 
(Eye) see you!” Ask yourself how it feels when you need someone’s 
attention and that person is gazing at their phone or at the television. 
When we truly see the one’s we love, we are showing them that they 
matter. This is the beginning of a trusting relationship. Like a sapling, we 
are cultivating and nurturing the little people we are privileged to have, 
and when they say, “Look, look Mommy!” or “Look Daddy!” make sure 
you look to see them. 
 

 

INFLUENCERS AND TACT 
In social media, specifically Instagram, many of us have come across the 
concept of “Influencers”. Influencers are self-determined individuals 
that deem themselves worthy of impacting others. The messages are 
always clear: Wear this. Buy that. Think about “it” this way. Way before 
social media existed, influencers were all around us. Parents have 
always been the biggest influencers in a child’s life. Babies can sense 
attitudes of caregivers and become keenly attuned to what is being said 
around them and how their caregivers feel about them and others. So, 
here is some information for parents to think about:   
How do I teach responsibility?  Do I yell about it or do I talk and show 
how to be a responsible student. How do I tolerate differences of 
opinion particularly during this election year? What are my children 
hearing me say about political opponents? What do my children hear 
me say about teachers? During this season of giving, how do I teach my 
child to express thanks to others? Lastly, would I want to hear my words 
repeated by my child to another individual? Teach your child TACT 
when speaking (TACT-“Talking with Acceptance and Compassion 
Towards others.”) The P in parent stands for Pause and Powerful. When 
we consider our words with an intentional Pause, we can have a 
powerful influence that lasts a lifetime with our children. 
 

 

NOW THAT’S A GOOD ONE! 
Today I woke up tired. I knew I had a big list of to-do’s, but I did not 
sleep quite enough. “How will I get through the day?” I opened up my 
laptop to write this article and entered into my browser, “The Healing 
Power of Humor”. I knew I could use some levity and lightness 
especially during the dark days of COVID. My research helped me a lot, 
and I would like to share this with each of you. Check out these jokes for 
young children:  
What do you call a dog that goes to the beach in the summer? A 
hotdog.  
What do you call a snowman in the summer? A puddle.  
What is a trees favorite drink? Root beer. 
How do you get a squirrel to like you? Act like a nut. 
What do you call cheese that’s not yours? Nacho Cheese.  
Whether we find these jokes funny or not, humor is free and always 
there for all of us. Laughing can reduce pain, prompt hormones called 
endorphins to discharge and lead to decreased stress. When stressed, a 
hormone called cortisol is released, but humor lowers cortisol levels 
aiding the body in reaching a calmer state. Humor also allows us to take 
ourselves less seriously and best of all, it strengthens our attachments 
and connections with our children. A good laugh also has an educational 
purpose. We learn something from every joke! Ok, one last joke: What 
time would it be if a dinosaur showed up at your school? Time to run.  
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FAMILY INFORMATION  

PLEASE REMEMBER TO CHECK YOUR EMAIL/TEXT MESSAGES OFTEN FOR IMPORTANT 

INFORMATION AND GOOGLE FORMS/SURVEYS FROM HHA! 

 



 
 

 
 
 

HHA is serious about attendance. Our talented staff cannot teach unless students attend school. There is a district-wide focus on student 
attendance. Again this year, there will be mandatory hearings at school headquarters for the parents of students with poor attendance. Each 

month, the newsletter will include this chart so students and parents can review attendance averages. 

Congratulations to the Kindergarten Team for having the highest attendance average for December.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 PTO Meeting – Monday, January 11
th

, 6 – 7 pm.  The HHA PTO has regularly 
scheduled meetings open to parents and staff on the second Monday of every 
month.  Check the Parent Calendar for the meeting link. Financial and activity 
updates will be provided at the PTO meeting.   

 Harris Teeter - consider attaching your VIC card to HHA. When you shop Harris 
Teeter brands, a percentage of your purchase is donated to the school that is 
linked to your VIC card. There are NO LIMITS to how much a school can earn. 
Instructions on how to link your card is located at the end of the news magazine. 
Box Tops – We are still collecting Box Tops. A huge THANK YOU to everyone who 
clips and scans for HHA.  

 JOIN THE CCA - JOIN THE CCA - The Canton Community Association (CCA) is our 
local volunteer neighborhood organization for those who live, work, or play 
within Canton. Each month the CCA sends an e-newsletter to all its members to 
share helpful information, news and events about Life in Canton. Want to learn 
about CCA committee involvement, volunteer opportunities, community & 
family-friendly activities and more? All you have to do is join the CCA. 
Memberships start at $10/year. To join, visit www.cantoncommunity.org/join-
us/. If you have information to submit, please send 
to newsletter@cantoncommunity.org.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 
Grade 

            
               Attendance% 

HHA average  95.81% 

Kindergarten 97.20% 

Grade 1 97.19% 

Grade 4 97.18% 

Grade 6 96.23% 

Grade 2 96.23% 

Grade 5 96.20% 

Grade 3 95.33% 

PreK 95.27% 

Grade 7 93.44% 

Grade 8 93.21% 

Year 
Grade 

            
               Attendance% 

HHA average  96.25% 

Grade 4 97.76% 

Kindergarten 97.15% 

Grade 1 97.00% 

Grade 3 96.78% 

Grade 5 96.22% 

Grade 6 96.20% 

PreK 96.08% 

Grade 2 95.94% 

Grade 7 94.79% 

Grade 8 94.19% 
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PTO NEWS  

STUDENT ATTENDANCE  

 Fundraiser 
 
In December, the HHA PTO held its first ever “Bee 

Kind” acts of kindness Raise Craze fundraiser. 

Families raised over $6,600 in donations for 

HHA. Paying it forward, HHA kids completed 

more than 50 acts of kindness  which included 

thanking mail carriers, chalking sidewalks, 

picking up trash around their neighborhoods, 

writing letters and more. Special recognition 

goes out to the Mittenthal and Sanders families 

that raised the most in elementary and middle 

school respectively. Congratulations and thanks 

also to Leo W. (3
rd

 grade) for being the student 

that raised the most donations overall and to 

Leonidas C. (kindergarten) for recording the most 

acts of kindness completed. 

 Information flyer at the end of the news magazine 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cantoncommunity.org%2Fjoin-us%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C8984ffc9c7624dc50d7d08d84f9e5ffd%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637346890149096719&sdata=gZbTCmTiqPTsNjeO799X9HjMgZdktpgv9bVVifZle8Y%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cantoncommunity.org%2Fjoin-us%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C8984ffc9c7624dc50d7d08d84f9e5ffd%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637346890149096719&sdata=gZbTCmTiqPTsNjeO799X9HjMgZdktpgv9bVVifZle8Y%3D&reserved=0
mailto:newsletter@cantoncommunity.org


 
 

 
 

 
 

 Southeast Anchor Library - located at 3601 Eastern Avenue; 410-396-1580, www.prattlibrary.org/locations/southeast/ 

 Friends of Patterson Park – located at 27 S. Patterson Park Avenue; 410-276-3676, pattersonpark.com/ 

 Creative Alliance at the Patterson – located at 3134 Eastern Avenue, 410-276-1651, creativealliance.org  

 Patterson Park Audubon Center – located at 2901 E. Baltimore Street, 410-558-2473, pattersonpark.audubon.org/  

 Please check the back of the news magazine for additional event information! 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

DO YOU HAVE A QUESTION, CONCERN, COMMENT OR SUGGESTION?          

CLICK HERE TO CONTACT US. 
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FAMILY FUN IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD 

Mr. Lucas and Mr. Paz were 
at HHA ready to distribute 

the new LGP T-Shirts 

FREE BREAKFAST, LUNCH, SNACK AND SUPPER ARE 

AVAILABLE DAILY AT HHA  
8 AM – 2 PM 

FOOD SERVICE WILL BEGIN ON MONDAY, JANUARY 11TH
  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfTaLx7hEGniyheM-BEcukp2oyWkGqS8VAFs9Ab03zmfHCpLw/viewform?usp=sf_link


Join Hampstead Hill Academy  
and  

 
 
 
 

for  
Friends and Family Night Out! 

 
Bring this flyer into Tutti Gusti on 

 
Thursday, January 7th 

 from 3-8pm 
 

10% of Food & Drink purchases  
(eat-in or carry out) will be donated to  

Hampstead Hill Academy PTO 
 

Come enjoy great food as well as a night out! 
 

Gluten-free options available 
 

Tutti Gusti 
3100 Fait Ave.Baltimore.21224 

410.534.4040   
www.tuttigusti.net 



 



                This event is sponsored by the Hampstead Hill Academy Parent Teacher Organization (HHA PTO) in Baltimore, Maryland.

Writing Contest!
New Year’sNew Year’sNew Year’s

WIN A 
TABLET!

 BOOKS AT THE  
HHA BOOK FAIR

$40

VISA GIFT CARD

$20

SCHOOL GEAR FROM 
THE HHA STORE

$40

New Year’s

Limerick, prose, or poetry  
can help your chances of winning; 

or write thoughtful, funny, clever things  
that leave the judges grinning.

Carefully construct clever words.  Be creative! 
 Use vivid imagery.  Pruufread yur werk…  

Submit online or to your teacher by January 31st.

From your imagination, aspirations, and creativity, write a goal you have 
for 2021 in 21 words exactly. Submit online at https://hha.link/wc21

Writing Contest!Writing Contest!Writing Contest!

N e w  Y e a r ’ s  W r i t i n g  C o n t e s t  E n t r y  F o r m

Student 
Name:

Language 
Teacher:

Grade:

Goal for 
2021:

HHA'sHHA'sHHA'sHHA'sHHA's

                              Celebrate 2021 in just 21-words for prizes!

Writing Contest!

Hampstead Hill 
Academy’sHampstead Hill 
Academy’s

Submit online at https://hha.link/wc21 OR print this flyer, fill it out, take a picture, and submit to your teacher.

https://hha.link/wc21
https://hha.link/wc21


Please link your VIC card 

to Hampstead Hill 

Academy! 
 

● Connect your VIC card to our Together in Education 

account and HHA earns.  There is no cost to you.   

● Shop Harris Teeter brands, a percentage is donated 

back to the school(s) your card is linked to.   

● NO LIMITS to how much a school can earn.  Last year 

HHA earned $20,000!! 

● VIC cards just have to be relinked annually.   

We can link you, friends, and/or family automatically if you sign up here: 

https://hha.link/ht 

Or you can associate your VIC card yourself by going to your Harris Teeter 

account every year and linking to school #2488. 

https://www.harristeeter.com/together-in-education 

 

https://hha.link/ht
https://www.harristeeter.com/together-in-education


 

JAN 23 & JAN 30 
BIRD WATCHING IN 

BALTIMORE 
Join us in Druid Hill Park & Patterson Park 

 
Audubon experts lead us in search of avian friends every month in 

these two city parks. Winter is a great time to see resident bird 

species – raptors, sparrows, and waterfowl – seeking refuge in our 

urban oases. No experience is necessary – perfect for beginners 

and experts alike. Registration is required and Audubon’s COVID-

19 rules must be followed by all participants. BYOBinoculars! 

Visit patterson.audubon.org/events for info & to register. 

 

 

Patterson Park 

Audubon Center 

Bird Watching 

──── 

Druid Hill Park 

Meet at 3001 East Dr. 

Saturday, January 23 

──── 

Patterson Park 

Meet at the fountain 

Saturday, January 30 

──── 

8:00 – 9:30 AM 

FREE! 

Registration required! 

All ages & experience 

levels welcome. 

FOLLOW US + TAG US 

www. facebook.com/ 

PattersonParkAudubonCenter 

@audubon_pattersonpark 

patterson.audubon.org 
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