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HHA WELCOMES BACK STUDENTS!

Welcome to Hampstead Hill Academy!
Note from Principal Hornbeck
Welcome back from Spring Break! Whether online or in-person, our great staff is excited to get back to
teaching your awesome children. I’m very proud to say that all HHA teachers will provide in-person instruction
th
th
moving forward. As you now know, grades PreK - 5 are in-person April 12 and grades 6-8 reopen April 19 .
Last month, the first two weeks of in-person instruction in more than a year went very well - great turnout,
attendance, patient parents, thrilled teachers and happy students. While we have the technology in place to
effectively deliver hybrid lessons, I would like to apologize for the obsolete switches still in use by City Schools
that made for connectivity headaches for those students working remotely. HHA is ordering enough hotspots
for backup at school to fix the problem. A huge thank you to the K - 2 teachers for being our in-person pioneers .
We learned so much from their experience, which will make the return of other grades easier. From check-in to
working in a hybrid setting to dismissal, I can’t thank teachers, assistant teachers and parents enough for being
so incredibly helpful and flexible. Please know that we are offering the safest possible in-person school
experience including individual screening, masking, social distancing, HEPA filters and robust cleaning
protocols. Teachers are vaccinated, and we provide authentic KN95 masks for all staff. Not only is school as
Principal
safe as possible, but thanks to our talented teachers the quality of the in-person programming, condensed as it
Matt Hornbeck
is to just a few hours each day, continues to be rigorous and engaging. I could not be more proud of our
leadership team, especially Assistant Principals Bailey and Paz, Academic Coaches Johnson, Trainer and Lucas, Mr. Lee and Ms. Chris for all the prep
they did to get us here. We’ve come a long way, and we have so far to go. I love being on this journey with you wonderful people!
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Hampstead Hill seeks to be a safe, nurturing, diverse,
family-friendly neighborhood school with rigorous,
effective academic programs and exciting, engaging
extracurricular activities. We believe all parents
want the same thing for their children: more and
better opportunities for college and career. We
believe in the importance of the arts, and we want
our students to be great communicators, listeners
and writers. Our students will be forward thinkers,
persistent, responsible, caring, dependable and
healthy members of the greater community.

Mission Statement

HHA Parent News Magazine is published monthly for the
families and community of Hampstead Hill Academy
Editor
Geraldine Swann
Director of Community Outreach

Vision Statement

Hampstead Hill Academy is a neighborhood public
charter school that exists to educate children living
in both our attendance area and throughout
Baltimore City. Our talented staff uses researchbased curriculum to develop and implement rigorous
lesson plans that continuously raise the academic
bar for our students. Our whole school community is
dedicated to working together to challenge our
students to succeed in a fair, consistent, just and
joyful learning environment.

IMPORTANT DATES THIS MONTH


4/6, 13, 20, 27 Reunion de Padres 3-4 pm



4/7, 14, 21, 28 HHA Herald Update for Parents



4/7, Chat With Matt 4 pm



4/8, PTO Tutti Gusti Night 3-8 pm



4/12, Grades PreK, K, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 Return to School



4/12, PTO Meeting 7 pm



4/15, Chat With Matt 3 pm



4/19, Grades 6, 7, 8 Return to School



4/21, School Family Council Meeting 3pm



4/22, Chat With Matt 3 pm

What’s Inside…
Top News Stories page 3
 Current HHA information along with
upcoming events

News from the Teams page 4
 What your child is doing in class along
with resource, enrichment and ESOL
information

Club/Activities News page 10
 Updates and announcements for the
many clubs offered at HHA

Family Information page 11
 Issues important to our parents on a
variety of subjects

PTO News page 12

PLEASE CHECK THE PARENT CALENDAR
OFTEN FOR UPDATES.
THE CALENDAR IS AVAILABLE ON THE
HHA WEBSITE, FACEBOOK AND BLOOMZ.

 News from the Parent/Teacher
Organization at HHA

Family Fun Information 12
 List of neighborhood organizations along
with telephone number and email
address

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR FAMILIES RETURNING TO
IN-PERSON LEARNING
For all students returning to in-person learning, a signed
consent form along with emergency contact info need to
be furnished to the school. Information for completing
both of these documents can also be found on the front
page of the HHA website. If you have any questions
regarding this documentation, please contact Ms. Swann
at geriswann@hotmail.com.
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TOP NEWS STORIES
SCHOOL REOPENING UPDATES
After 10 days of in-person instruction, arrival and dismissal of students is quick and efficient. Please remember that families choosing in-person
instruction may not move back and forth between in-person and virtual learning. Once your child is in-person, this is your only option unless you
want to move to remote learning for the rest of the school year. For the week of April 6 – 9, all K - 2 students will work on their new AM/PM
th
schedules remotely. There is no in-person learning the week after spring break. On Monday, April 12 , in-person grade PreK - 5 students will be
th
back. Middle school students will start in person learning April 19 . You can check the front page of the HHA website at www.hha47.org for
AM/PM assignments for students in grades PreK – 5 along with the schedules.
th

Starting Monday, April 12 , weekly on-site PCR COVID testing for HHA students will begin. You can find detailed information about the district’s
testing program at: https://www.baltimorecityschools.org/covid-screens. Please don’t hesitate to email Principal Hornbeck at
principalhornbeck@gmail.com with any questions regarding COVID testing.

YOUR CHILD’S FEELINGS
ABOUT COVID
HHA’s Bayview Family Therapist, John Polanco, will facilitate a small group
session for children that could benefit from having a safe space to discuss
and process their feelings around COVID-19. The group is an opportunity
for kids to get a better understanding of how to cope with the pandemic
as well as a review of healthy practices to remain COVID free. If you are
interested in having your child join, please contact Mr. Polanco at
jpolan2@jhmi.edu.

STUDENT DRESS CODE FOR THE
REMAINDER OF THE SCHOOL YEAR
As a reminder, students opting for in-person instruction are not required
to wear their school uniform for the remainder of this school year.
However, students still need to dress appropriately for school.

PRINCIPAL’S LIST AND
HONOR ROLL
Last month, several students were accidentally left off of the Principal’s
and Honor Roll lists that appeared in the March News Magazine.
We would like to congratulate the following students for meeting the
nd
criteria for Principal’s List for the 2 Quarter:
Amalie Tate
Mangano, Isabella
Moussa, Berend
Rivera-Castro, Aylin
Zamora-Rojas, Giselle

Lucas, Addison
McDowell, Zander
Parr, Daxton
Rothstein, Jackson

We would also like to congratulate the following students for meeting
nd
the criteria for Honor Roll for the 2 Quarter:
Keola-Lee, Delilah
Levy, Peyton
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Lee, Skyy
Torres-Ramirez, Mia

DON’T DO IT!
DOUBLE PARKING HURTS
EVERYONE
____________________________________________________________

We ask parents to park legally and walk to pick up their
children since there is plenty of parking within a threeblock radius. Nearly everyone is supportive and recognizes
the importance of planning ahead for pickup. There are a
handful of parents who routinely double park or simply
stop in the middle of the street when picking up their
children. Please know that double parking may result in a
$252 ticket, with no warning. Also, this activity is
dangerous because other cars attempt to drive around the
parked or stopped cars, creating extremely hazardous
conditions for our boys and girls. Don’t double park or
stop in the middle of Linwood Avenue or Fleet Street.
Also, please set a good example when interacting with
other parents – be civil. No matter how frustrating the
traffic issue may be, there are more than 800 children
around – many under the age of eight. They are watching
what you do. If you see a problem at dismissal, please call
the main office at 410-396-9146 or, if there is a serious
incident, call 911.

PARENTS ARE INVITED TO JOIN US FOR THE
SCHOOL FAMILY COUNCIL MEETING
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21ST AT 3 PM
Zoom link is posted on the Parent/Activities calendar
on Bloomz and the HHA website.

NEWS FROM THE TEAMS
PREK
Ms. Klenk, Ms. Worsham and Ms. Kaminaris, Ms. Mendez: In April,
students will begin to learn about length, weight and capacity. They will
review some of the letter sounds, such as vowels, and learn about plants
and how things grow. The first day of student in-person learning, for
th
those who opted in, will be Monday, April 12 . Nearly all of the routines
during virtual learning are going to change. It is imperative that you
frequently check communications from your child's teacher so that you
are prepared for how procedures like arrival, dismissal, lunch and logging
in to resource class are going to change. Please also check the HHA
website often for any important updates to schedules or groups. If your
child is returning in-person, please reiterate the importance of wearing a
mask. Also, spend time working with your child on independent life skills,
such as how to properly wash hands, how to zip their own coat, how to
cover their mouth when they sneeze, etc. Lastly, please understand that
this change of schedule and routine can be both exciting and stressful for
kids. Please make sure your child is getting plenty of sleep and eating
breakfast or lunch every day before coming to school.

KINDERGARTEN
Ms. Maciel, Ms. Vincent, Ms. Wallis, Ms. Smith and Ms. Graston,
Ms. Alatzas: Everyone is so excited to have started hybrid learning in
kindergarten. In math, students have been learning about addition and
subtraction, and in Core Knowledge they been learning about farms and
folktales. In reading and language, they have been reading storybooks
and answering comprehension questions and working on handwriting
skills with days of the week, verb tense, and “to” and “from” directions.
Teachers are very proud of all the students and how they have handled
the transition back to school.

Both groups of PreK students had lots of fun on
Wacky Wednesday!

GRADE 1
Ms. Bierley, Ms. Satterlee, and Ms. Clary, Ms. Tucker, Ms. Billups and Ms. Douglas and Ms. LeFever: March
st
was an exciting time for 1 grade students! Students took a virtual field trip to the Maryland Zoo. They
enjoyed the experience and asked the zookeepers lots of inquisitive questions about the animals. After a long
st
year at home, many students returned to the building for in-person instruction. The 1 grade team wants to
thank all of the students and their families for their support during the transition. As a reminder, students are
to come to school each day with a properly fitted mask and arrive and depart for their AM or PM section on
time. The AM session starts at 8 am, the PM session starts at 12:05 pm. Resource for all students is at 11 am
each day. Please continue to check Google Classroom and Bloomz for assignments and announcements each
day.

GRADE 2
Ms. Bonner: Ms. Bonner is so proud of everyone for working hard to stay safe and also flexible as everyone
continues to navigate this new way of learning. In reading, students have finished the adventures with Toby
the kangaroo and are now sailing through mysterious waters with Edna Parker. In language, they continue to write good paragraphs by indenting
and checking their work for capitals, periods and spelling. In math, they continue to learn about money. Students are using their mental math
strategies to add and subtract dollar amounts. Please, continue practicing math facts at home with your child as well as logging into DreamBox to
keep their math skills fresh. As always, continue to check your child’s HHA email, Google Classroom and Bloomz at least twice a day for the latest
information and assignments.
Ms. Smith: Ms. Smith hopes that everyone all had a relaxing and restful spring break! In March, students worked on multiplication and division,
and in reading, they started a set of stories about Linda and Kathy and their adventure on an island. In language, students continue to work on
improving their writing. Ms. Smith was so excited to welcome the students who have started in-person learning, and loves seeing their smiling
faces. The kids are doing a great job following the safety rules, and have adjusted to the new schedule with the morning class beginning at 8 am,
the afternoon class beginning at 12:05 pm and resource at 11 am on Zoom. Be sure your child is checking their Google Classroom daily to complete
any assignments.
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Ms. Weber: Students are adjusting well to hybrid learning. They are enjoying being in person and seeing their classmates. Virtual learners are also
doing a great job. After spring break, everyone will return to class with renewed energy and excitement.

nd

2 grade students are in school and ready to get started!

GRADE 3
Reading – Ms. Kaplan: Students continue to work on reading fluency and comprehension skills. They are also learning to provide evidence from
the text to support their answers to the comprehension questions. Some students are also reading The Prince and the Pauper, and some are
reading The Wizard of Oz. Other students are reading about Al and Angela’s adventures. Please check Google Classroom regularly to make sure
your child is all caught up on their assignments.
Language/Social Studies - Ms. Sparwasser: Students will write longer passages with more
complex sentences and identify more parts of speech. They will also move into more specialized
skills like alphabetizing, writing dates and addresses, and using the dictionary. In science,
students will begin to study water and climate.
Math - Ms. Knudsen: Students have learned about elapsed time, simplified fractions, classified
shapes and analyzed data. Ms. Knudsen looks forward to seeing many of her friends in-person
in April.

GRADE 4
Reading – Ms. Schultz: Some students are reading The Prince and The Pauper and others are
reading Sara Crew. All students are learning new vocabulary words, reading grade level text and
answering reading comprehension questions. Ms. Schultz has been so impressed with the effort
that students have continued to put into virtual learning.
Language/Science - Ms. Costello: Students are explaining the inaccurate and misleading claims
in different advertisements and continue to learn about different parts of speech in order to
write sentences that are clear and complete. In science class, students are learning about earth
science. They have been learning about soil composition, weathering, erosion and deposition.
During the month of March, students took part in a virtual field trip to the Maryland Zoo and
the National Aquarium. They also had a special visit from Mayor Brandon Scott.
Math – Mr. Pratta: Students will begin to learn about decimal numbers and decimal
operations. This gives students their first opportunity to explore decimal numbers via their
relationship to decimal fractions, expressing a given quantity in both fraction and decimal
forms. Utilizing the understanding of fractions developed with previous learning, students apply
the same reasoning to decimal numbers, building a solid foundation for future work with
decimal operations.
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th

4 grade students had so much so see
during a virtual field trip to the
National Aquarium

th

4 grade students had a special visit with Mayor Brandon Scott to discuss current events and ask questions.

GRADE 5
Reading – Ms. Pellegrini: Many of the students are excited to make the transition to in-person learning this month. As students move into
Quarter 4, the Pandas and Robins will work through a biographical text about Harriet Tubman. They will focus on answering inferential questions
using higher-order thinking skills and supporting their thinking with text evidence. The Owls are finishing studies in unit 2 by exploring nonfiction
rd
texts about animals and their relationships with people. Soon, they will move into the 3 unit of study, Changing Perspectives. In this unit, students
th
will focus on argumentative texts and opinion writing. Keep up the amazing work, 5 grade students!
Language/Science – Ms. Ruppenthal: This quarter students have identified parts of speech, and will begin to identify singular and plural nouns.
They will continue to explain inaccurate and misleading claims by analyzing graphs, charts and maps. Once these skills are mastered, students will
take test 3 in the language program. In science, students will learn about mixtures and solutions and will take part in saturation investigations. They
will separate mixtures using tools like magnets, funnels, screens, etc. and will compare the solubility of substances in water. They will also identify
an unknown substance based on the properties of solubility and crystal form and observe and compare reactants and products of several chemical
reactions. Towards the end of April, students will switch from learning science to learning social studies.
Math – Ms. O’Connor: Students are currently learning how to multiply and divide fractions. They have been getting a lot of great practice on the
website IXL. This year, students have answered 67,486 questions on this math practice website, which is incredible! Following work with fractions,
students will move into the topics of geometry and the coordinate plane.

GRADE 6
Humanities/Social Studies – Mr. Farber: Students have finished reading Bronx Masquerade by Nikki Grimes. Before spring break, students
completed a short writing assignment where they imagined that there was a chapter in the book about themselves. They wrote a brief narrative
and an expressive poem. Please ask to see your student's project. The fourth novel of the year is Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis which
the students have just started.
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Math – Ms. Kleine: In April, students will begin module 4 and will explore expressions and equations. They will learn about how to combine like
terms, apply the distributive property, and write algebraic expressions and equations based on a real-world scenario. They will build upon prior
understanding and number sense to solve problems as well as learn rules and equations that can be applied to find a solution. During module 3,
students created Integer Timeline projects. Ask your student to show their timeline to you.
Science – Ms. Poole: Students are finishing the chemistry unit called, How can I Smell Things from a Distance? They been learning about how we
detect odors and how odors form. In order to understand odors, students have been exploring the states of matter, as well as atoms and
molecules. Quiz question: Which state of matter does an object have to be in, in order for there to be an odor? Want to see if you are correct? Ask
th
your 6 grade student for the answer.

GRADE 7
Language Arts – Ms. Locke-Jones: Students will begin to read Miracle's Boys by Jacqueline Woodson. Throughout the novel, students will answer
the essential questions: How are people influenced by past events? How do important relationships affect people’s lives?
Math – Mr. White: Students will begin the geometry unit. They will explore the circumference and area of circles, area of triangles and
quadrilaterals, area of composite figures and special angles pairs.
History – Ms. Kosmer: Students successfully finished National History Day. The judges were so impressed with all their websites and the research
they did on their various topics. They have also finished the unit Foreign Policy in a New Nation and are learning about the War of 1812. Their
instruction has included participation in breakout sessions with a virtual gallery walk, review Kahoot games and lessons from the History Alive
textbook.
Science– Mr. Lohrman: Students had lot of fun in history, but it is now time to get back into science. Students will begin to study environmental
science in IQWST answering the question, What makes the weather change?

GRADE 8
Language Arts – Mr. Ball: Students have shown commendable
rd
perseverance to make it through the 3 Quarter of virtual learning. All
students finished the quarter by reading, researching, and analyzing a
folktale from around the world. This provided an excellent opportunity for
students to practice their reading skills while expanding their knowledge
of world cultures. Students then had an opportunity to dust off their
public speaking skills by presenting to the class their folktale and the
culture from which it came. Ask your student about the folktale and
culture they researched.
History – Ms. Kosmer: Students will begin to learn about the American
Revolution. They will work through the units: Forming a New Nation: Bill
of Rights, Branches of Government and Early American Leaders. They will
complete readings, discussions and small group breakout activities.
Pre-Algebra/Algebra 1 – Ms. Luthers Bradford: Pre-Algebra: Students
have started the geometry unit. This unit is typically very hands-on but will
be done virtually with plenty of visuals. They will begin the unit by
focusing on rigid transformations and then shift to non-rigid
transformations. Consider asking your student, What has to be true for a
transformation to be rigid?

The HHA PTO helped Mr. Ball with a new world map for his
th
8 grade classroom.

Algebra 1: Students are working in the Extension of Linear Concepts unit. In this unit, they will work with systems of equations and will work on
systems of linear inequalities. Consider asking your student, How do you know if an ordered pair is a solution to a system of equations?

LEADERS GO PLACES
Part of the Leaders Go Places (LGP) program focuses on student voice. In the past, students applied to be part of the LGP Student Committee.
Students on that committee made decisions about LGP that affected the entire middle school. Mainly students voted on how to spend the LGP
budget. They managed a budget that paid for t-shirts, sweatshirts, incentive breakfasts and field trips.
In this odd school year, the LGP Student Committee has not had as many decisions to make. Instead, they included all students in the leadership
decisions. They held a student competition to design the LGP t-shirt this year, and received over thirty entries. They then voted on a winner.
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Similarly, all students who earned Platinum Level were able to decide
what they wanted as a reward. Students voted for a sweatshirt that will
arrive next week. Students who earned Platinum Level for two quarters
will earn that reward.
There is also have a new award this
year, again voted on by students. The
award will honor students who
continue to climb, improving their
performance each quarter. This is
called the Risers Award, and will be
given to any student who reaches a
higher level than the previous quarter.
nd
Students who did this during the 2
quarter were allowed to suggest prizes. From now on, students who climb to a higher level each quarter will
receive a Riser Medal. LGP is all about incentives, rewarding students for their hard work and achievements. It is
also about student voice. Allowing students to choose their own incentives is part of what makes this program so
effective.

Logo on the new
Risers Award

RESOURCES
MUSIC LESSONS

DRAMA

Ms. Alexander: While learning the fundamentals of early music
theory and notation, students have been working on a series of
pieces that have been challenging musically and technically. During
the month of March, some HHA's musicians also worked on fiddle
tunes in celebration of St. Patrick's Day. If you are interested in
having your child participate in HHA's instrumental music program,
please reach out to Ms. Alexander at malexander@hha47.org or on
Bloomz, and stay tuned.

Ms. Durkin: Students in PreK and kindergarten explored how actors
change their bodies to create characters. Students in grades 1-5
wrote original plays to submit to Center Stage's Young Playwright's
Festival, and middle school students watched and responded
th
critically to great performances. As 4 quarter approaches, there
will be many changes. Ms. Durkin looks forward to interacting with
her students both "in the room" and "on the Zoom".
Two HHA plays were announced as winners of the Young
Playwrights Festival. Congratulations to Ms. Smith's class on their
winning play, The Lumberjacks, and Ms. Costello's class on their
winning play, Bailarín. Students from both classes worked with a
playwriting mentor to revise their play. The virtual performance by
th
Center Stage artists is May 7 at 7 pm. All are invited to watch!

FOOD FOR LIFE

Students practice fiddle tunes during
instrumental music class.

Ms. Demas: PreK and kindergarten students are "eating the
alphabet" and learning the letter sounds of fruits and vegetables
from A to Z. Grade 1 and 2 students are learning about nutritious
foods and beverages, and how to eat right using the colors of a
traffic light as a guide (green = go foods, yellow = slow foods, and
red = whoa foods). Students in grades 3 - 8 are learning the names,
uses and techniques of essential kitchen tools.

EARLY CHILDHOOD MUSIC
Ms. Drake: During the month of April students will explore The
Carnival of the Animals (Le Carnaval des animaux). The Carnival of
the Animals is a humorous musical suite composed by Camille SaintSaens. The students will enjoy identifying the 14 animals
represented in the piece and use movement to articulate the various
characters. Be sure to check out the virtual music classroom posted
in your students Google Homeroom for literature, music and
movement activities to go along with the lessons.

Eating the alphabet - "I is for Italian bread" by
Leonidas Chandar, kindergarten student
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Mr. Edwards: PreK and kindergarten students will continue to develop
gross and fine motor skills. Grades 1 - 5 students have cardio and yoga
workouts, and middle school student athletes will focus on Level 3 HIIT
and Vinyasa yoga workouts.

NATURE EXPLORATION
Ms. Riorda: The youngest students are learning about a new animal
each week whose common name begins with the letter of the week. For
example, students have recently learned about the Bees, Yellowfin Tuna
and Xantus Hummingbirds. The students have done an incredible job
with the draw-with-me activities. Elementary students continue the unit
on animal adaptations. The world is full of very diverse biomes and to
discover how animals have adapted for survival in these extreme
Students check their water bottles before starting
environments has been an amazing adventure. Students’ have
journeyed to the African Savannah, visited the Northern Canadian Arctic
Physical Education
and have even traveled to the continent of Australia to learn about the
marsupials and their adaptations for survival. Middle school students are mixing a bit of
chemistry into their environmental studies as they learn about the components of
weather, extreme weather and the earth’s atmosphere. Students are also making the
distinction between weather and climate and are discovering the effects of the changing
climate on our planet and its inhabitants.

LIBRARY
Ms. Kannam: Students have had a lot of fun enjoying literature that celebrates
International Women's Month. They have discussed and gathered information on the
artist Kahlo Frida, scientist Eugenie Clark and equal rights advocate Malala Yousafzai.
HHA student shows off drawings of animals he
PreK and kindergarten students explored colors, friendships and feelings through nonlearned about in Nature Exploration.
traditional fairy tales that highlighted female and diverse characters. Grade 3, 4, 5, 6 and
8 students were incredibly impressive with their new and expanding coding skills. Please
ask your student to share their work with you on www.code.org or www.ozaria.com - you will be amazed! This quarter, students also worked on
typing skills through races, tests and lessons. Their improvement has been amazing. Finally, grade 7 students are diligently practicing a world
th
language via www.duolingo.com. As the 4 quarter approaches, there will be many changes for students "in the room" and "on the Zoom".
Remember the HHA virtual library has many online books to enjoy. Each month new books are added at:
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1AxWmaIbRP-d-ACwbnW6fjS08x8ptgHyl595aeBcGCxc/edit?usp=sharing. If you have any questions,
please reach out to Ms. Kannam at skannam@hha47.org.

ART
Ms. Butcher: HHA students have been working on surrealism art and learning about the artist Rene
Magritte and Salvador Dali. There are many talented artists at HHA.

ENRICHMENT NEWS
April is here! It is wonderful to have so many students back in classrooms. Safety guidelines now allow
small groups of students to work in the enrichment classroom, and it has been a delight to finally see
so many faces in person. Students in grades 1 and 2 are delving into exciting personal interest projects
on topics as diverse as dinosaurs, diamonds or deer. Students who remain virtual can continue to
connect with any of the work posted in Google Classroom as well as on weekly Zoom check-ins. Be
sure to check Google Classroom for Zoom and enrichment scheduling updates. One final note,
throughout the month of April, all of the in-person kindergarten students will take the Naglieri NonVerbal Assessment (NNAT3), a screening tool used to identify potentially gifted students. Results from
st
that assessment will be paired with standardized achievement testing in 1 grade in order for a
student to be formally identified as a gifted or advanced learner. More details will be sent home soon.

SPECIAL EDUCATION
nd

HHA student artwork
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Ms. Shaffer: April 2 marked World Autism Awareness Day. 'Lighting It Up Blue' was used to shine a
rd
bright light on autism. “Light It Up Blue”, in its 3 year, is a unique global initiative by Autism Speaks to
help raise awareness about the growing public health concern that is autism.

ESOL DEPARTMENT NEWS
Ms. Bailin, Ms. Gonzalez, Ms. Hicks, Ms. Brezenoff and Mr. LaBarr: ESOL teachers have been doing push-in with ESOL students during virtual
learning.

CLUB/ACTIVITIES NEWS
HHA NATIONAL HISTORY DAY 2021 RECAP
th

th

This year 7 and 8 grade students completed their National History Day (NHD) projects virtually with Ms. Kosmer. The 2021 Theme for NHD was
Communication in History: The Key to Understanding. Our students worked in groups or as individuals and came up with incredibly innovative
topics. Students researched a variety of subjects including: The 1942 Navajo Code Talkers, The Diary of Anne Frank, The Invention of the Telephone
and more. Given the challenges of virtual learning, NHD took even more perseverance and creative problem solving. HHA students and teachers
certainly rose to the challenge. Students gathered in breakout rooms on Zoom and completed their research on shared virtual platforms like
Noodletools and Google Docs. Ultimately, students created websites to showcase their research using Google Sites. The websites were fantastic.
On the NHD Showcase Days, students presented their projects to a host of internal and external judges. In Zoom breakout rooms, the groups
shared their screen and walked judges through their websites. Students also answered questions from judges in real time and took notes on areas
they needed to further their research. By completing these projects, all of the students earned an honors credit in their Social Studies course which
gives them a boost on their composite score thus improving their chances of acceptance in Baltimore City's top high schools.
After the showcases, teachers and academic coaches gathered feedback forms from judges and met to nominate the winners. The HHA nominees
are displayed in the table below:
Category

Name(s)

Topic

Grade
Level
8

Individual Exhibit

Katia Arias Valle

Eleanor Roosevelt: The Struggle for Human
Rights

Group Exhibit

Kayla Phillips, Jordin Helmick

1986: Hands Across America

7

Individual
Performance
Individual Website

Devin Turner

A Woman’s Voice is Power: Voting is Essential

7

Lalo Rosa

Communication in Space Exploration

7

Group Website

Alejandra Molina-Hernandez, Eryonna Carlotn, Viola
Edwards

Addressing the Public: Presidential
Announcements

7

Group Performance

Bria Morris & Annabel Fogleman

Juneteenth

7

These students agreed to meet after school and work extra hours to tweak their projects to meet the criteria for the Baltimore City National History
Day competition. Students uploaded their finished projects onto a special secure NHD platform called Zfairs where each project was then viewed
by a number of National History Day Judges. There were over 3,000 students who participated in NHD in Baltimore City this year and only 153
made it to the Baltimore City History Day Competition. Everyone is so proud of these students. Congratulations on a job well done! Special
thanks also to Ms. Kosmer for all her hard work in leading our students through this rigorous project based learning unit. Grade 6 students will
complete their NHD projects in Quarter 4 with Mr. Farber. If any parent / guardian or student has feedback about NHD and how to improve
programming at HHA, please do not hesitate to reach out to Ms. Carrey Fetting-Smith via email at cfettingsmith@hha47.org.
The HHA Debaters continue to amaze with their original oratory and policy debate skills. Practices are held on
Tuesdays and Thursdays on Zoom, and the debaters have had so much fun learning about speech writing and policy
th
debate this spring. They competed in another virtual tournament on March 20 . Here are the results:
Original Oratory (Elementary Novice)
st
1 place — Zoe Naasz
nd
2 place — Ava Guarnaccia
rd
3 place — Jaden Adarkwah-Yiadom
th
5 place — Bria Shah
th
8 place — Hailey Denham
th
10 place — Cecilia Rosa

Policy Debate Individual Awards (Elementary Novice)
th
6 place — Quinn Schiffer
Policy Debate Team Awards (Elementary Novice)
th
4 place — Quinn Schiffer and Archer Daniels

PLEASE REMEMBER TO CHECK YOUR EMAIL/TEXT MESSAGES OFTEN FOR IMPORTANT
INFORMATION AND GOOGLE FORMS/SURVEYS FROM HHA!
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DIVERSITY CLUB
Diversity Club will continue to meet
every other Wednesday from 3:15 4:15 pm. The club will resume
Wednesday, April 7th. If you have any
questions, please reach out to Mr. Ball,
Mr. Hubbuch, Ms. Kleine or Mrs. LB.
The Girl Scout Daisies, Brownies, and Juniors celebrated World Thinking
Day with Ms. Bailey as their special guest talking about her work as a
Peace Builder. They created posters, pinwheels for peace and
peace pledges.

Individual and family group pictures
will be taken in Patterson Park by
Galeone Photographers on
th
Wednesday, May 12 . Families will
have to make an appointment to get
the pictures taken and will have to
pay for the pictures online. Details
will be sent out shortly.

Thanks to all of our generous supporters and cookie share donors,
Girl Scout Troop #5394 donated 120 boxes of Girl Scout cookies to the
Maryland National Guard to be sent to troops overseas. Thank you to
all of the teachers, administrators and families for your support!

FAMILY INFORMATION
CANTON COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
EARTH DAY CLEAN UP AND MEET & GREET
th

Saturday, April 24 • 10am - 1pm
th
Visit the Canton Community Association at O’Donnell Square Park on Saturday, April 24 from 10am to 1pm. Meet some of the CCA Board
Members and volunteers. Ask us questions, sign up to be a member, and if you feel like it, pull a few weeds or rake some mulch. Come
#GetNeighborly! To sign up for the cleanup, email outreach@cantoncommunity.org or just stop by and ask how you can help. We’d love to meet
you!! To get more helpful info like this on a regular basis, join the CCA and you'll automatically receive Life in Canton the monthly e-newsletter.
Individual memberships start at only $10 a year! Business memberships available, too. Please visit https://www.cantoncommunity.org/join-us.
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STUDENT ATTENDANCE
HHA is serious about attendance. Our talented staff cannot teach unless students attend school. There is a district-wide focus on student
attendance. Again this year, there will be mandatory hearings at school headquarters for the parents of students with poor attendance. Each
month, the newsletter will include this chart so students and parents can review attendance averages.
th

Congratulations to the 4 Grade Team for having the highest attendance average for March.
March
Grade
HHA average

Attendance%
95.90%

Year
Grade
HHA average

Attendance%
96.16%

Grade 4

98.11%

Grade 4

97.97%

Kindergarten

97.15%

Kindergarten

97.11%

Grade 5

97.04%

Grade 1

96.96%

Grade 1

96.93%

Grade 3

96.72%

Grade 6

96.85%

Grade 5

96.51%

Grade 3

95.18%

Grade 6

96.17%

Grade 7

94.65%

PreK

95.99%

PreK

94.57%

Grade 2

95.37%

Grade 2

93.76%

Grade 7

94.38%

Grade 8

93.69%

Grade 8

93.91%

PTO NEWS






th

PTO Tutti Gusti Night – Thursday, April 8 , 3 – 8 pm. HHA PTO will receive 10% of orders when you present the flyer located at the end of the
news magazine. Eat in or carry out only.
th
nd
PTO Meeting – Monday, April 12 , 7 – 8 pm. The HHA PTO has regularly scheduled meetings open to parents and staff on the 2 Monday of
every month. Check the Parent Calendar for the meeting link. Financial and activity updates will be provided at the PTO meeting.
Harris Teeter - consider attaching your VIC card to HHA. When you shop Harris Teeter brands, a percentage of your purchase is donated to the
school that is linked to your VIC card. There are NO LIMITS to how much a school can earn
Box Tops – We are still collecting Box Tops. A huge THANK YOU to everyone who clips and scans for HHA.
JOIN THE CCA - The Canton Community Association (CCA) is our local volunteer neighborhood organization for those who live, work, or play
within Canton. Each month the CCA sends an e-newsletter to all its members to share helpful information, news and events about Life in
Canton. Want to learn about CCA committee involvement, volunteer opportunities, community & family-friendly activities and more? All you
have to do is join the CCA. Memberships start at $10/year. To join, visit www.cantoncommunity.org/join-us/. If you have information
to submit, please send to newsletter@cantoncommunity.org.

FREE BREAKFAST, LUNCH, SNACK AND SUPPER ARE
AVAILABLE DAILY AT HHA
8 AM – 2 PM

FAMILY FUN IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD






Southeast Anchor Library - located at 3601 Eastern Avenue; 410-396-1580, www.prattlibrary.org/locations/southeast/
Friends of Patterson Park – located at 27 S. Patterson Park Avenue; 410-276-3676, pattersonpark.com/
Creative Alliance at the Patterson – located at 3134 Eastern Avenue, 410-276-1651, creativealliance.org
Patterson Park Audubon Center – located at 2901 E. Baltimore Street, 410-558-2473, pattersonpark.audubon.org/
Please check the back of the news magazine for additional event information!
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REOPENING HHA

DO YOU HAVE A QUESTION,
CONCERN, COMMENT OR
SUGGESTION?
CLICK HERE TO CONTACT US
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Join Hampstead Hill Academy
and

for
Friends and Family Night Out!
Bring this flyer into Tutti Gusti on
Thursday, April 8th
from 3-8pm
10% of Food & Drink purchases
(eat-in or carry out) will be donated to
Hampstead Hill Academy PTO
Come enjoy great food as well as a night out!

Gluten-free options available
Tutti Gusti
3100 Fait Ave.Baltimore.21224
410.534.4040
www.tuttigusti.net

Patterson Park
Audubon Center
────

Tuesdays
Kindergarten & 1st
────

Wednesdays
2nd & 3rd grade

VIRTUAL

AUDUBON ADVENTURES

AFTER-SCHOOL
For Grades Kindergarten through 3rd

Audubon instructors will introduce students in Kindergarten
through 3rd grade to science concepts, using Patterson Park as a
model, before sending them to do their own scientific explorations
using age-appropriate data-collection methods. We’ll cover topics
like habitats, adaptations, predators & prey, biodiversity, food
webs, community science, ecosystems, symbiotic relationships,
and generalists and specialists – all from the safety of your home.
Visit bit.ly/AudubonSpring2021 for info & to register.

────

on Zoom
with potential for
outdoor bonus day(s) in
Patterson Park

────

3:15 – 4:00 PM
Registration required!

Space is limited!

FOLLOW US + TAG US
www. facebook.com/
PattersonParkAudubonCenter
@audubon_pattersonpark
patterson.audubon.org

Patterson Park
Audubon Center
────

Martes
Kindergarten y 1º
────

Miércoles
2º y 3º grado

AVENTURAS VIRTUALES

DE AUDUBON

DESPUES DE CLASES

────

por Zoom
con probabilidad de
session/sesiones extra al aire
libre en el Patterson Park

para grados de Kindergarten al 3º
Los instructores de Audubon presentarán a los estudiantes de
Kindergarten hasta el 3º grado los conceptos científicos, usando a
Patterson Park como modelo, antes de enviarlos a hacer sus
propias exploraciones científicas usando métodos de recolección
de datos apropiados para su edad. Cubriremos temas como
hábitats, adaptaciones, depredadores y presas, biodiversidad,
redes de alimentación, ciencia comunitaria, ecosistemas,
relaciones simbióticas, y generalistas y especialistas– todo desde la
seguridad de su hogar.
Visite bit.ly/AudubonSpring2021 para obtener información y
para registrarse.

────

3:15 – 4:00 PM
¡Registración
requerida!
¡Espacio es limitado!

SÍGUENOS Y ETIQUÉTANOS

www. facebook.com/
PattersonParkAudubonCenter

@audubon_pattersonpark
patterson.audubon.org

Patterson Park
Audubon Center
Bird Watching
────
Druid Hill Park
Meet at 3001 East Dr.
Saturday, April 17

────
Patterson Park

APRIL 17 & APRIL 24
BIRD WATCHING IN
BALTIMORE
Join us in Druid Hill Park & Patterson Park

Meet at the fountain
Saturday, April 24

────
8:00 – 9:30 AM
FREE!

Audubon experts lead us in search of avian friends every month in
these two city parks. April is the best time to see birds in the city,
dressed in their flashiest breeding plumage and seeking refuge in
our urban oases along their migratory journeys. No experience is
necessary – perfect for beginners and experts alike. Registration is
required and Audubon’s COVID-19 rules must be followed by all
participants. BYOBinoculars!

Registration required!

Visit patterson.audubon.org/events for info & to register.

FOLLOW US + TAG US
www. facebook.com/
PattersonParkAudubonCenter

All ages & experience
levels welcome.

@audubon_pattersonpark
patterson.audubon.org

Audubon Wildlife
Gardening Workshops

• Intro to Wildlife Gardening •
March 10, March 23, April 14, April 29

• Bird-Friendly Garden Design •
April 6, May 13

• Registration Required •
patterson.audubon.org/events
7:30 – 8:30 PM EST

FREE • ZOOM
Join Audubon for one of our popular Wildlife Gardening
Workshops! Learn how to transform your home, school,
work, or community space into a bird and butterfly paradise.
Get resources you need to beautify your outdoor space and
attract birds, butterflies, and other beneficial wildlife.

For more information, visit –
https://www.creativealliance.org/go_fly_a_kite_weekend

Hello Southeast Baltimore friends! Hola amigos! Your friendly neighborhood librarians here with some updates:



Big news! The library is open for browsing and computer use! Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday 9:00-5:00; Tuesday &
Thursday 12:00-7:00. Plus, you can still reserve and pick up items through Sidewalk Service.
¡Una gran noticia! ¡La biblioteca está abierta para navegar y usar la computadora! Horario: lunes, miércoles, viernes, sábado 9:00-5:00;
Martes y jueves 12: 00-7: 00. También puede reservar y recoger libros a través del Servicio de acera



Read to Reef! Kids under 11 can sign up to read 5 books about the environment and get 4 free tickets to the Aquarium. Register online,
by phone or in person.
¡Lee a Reef! Los niños menores de 11 años pueden inscribirse para leer 5 libros sobre el medio ambiente y obtener 4 entradas gratuitas
para el Acuario. Regístrese en línea, por teléfono o en persona.
https://www.prattlibrary.org/read-to-reef



What Happened This Week? News Quiz for Kids: Join Ms. Paula for a CNN10-style news quiz every Monday at 4 pm on Zoom and
Facebook Live
¿Qué pasó esta semana? Prueba de noticias para niños: La Sra. Paula presenta una cuestionario de noticias al estilo CNN10 todos los
lunes a las 4 pm en Zoom y Facebook Live
https://calendar.prattlibrary.org/event/what_happened_this_week_news_quiz_for_kids



Once Upon A Strand Storytime: Celebrate your hair! Ms. Ryan will read stories to celebrate our unique and natural hair, Wednesday,
March 31, 4 pm on Zoom. Then, we will learn how to care for our hair properly with a take & make available at the Hamilton, Southeast
th
th
Anchor and Orleans branch from March 15 to March 30
¡Celebra tu cabello! La Sra. Ryan leerá historias para celebrar nuestro cabello único y natural, el miércoles 31 de marzo a las 4 pm en
Zoom. Luego, aprenderemos cómo cuidar nuestro cabello adecuadamente con un take & make disponible en la sucursal de Hamilton,
Southeast Anchor y Orleans del 15 de marzo al 30 de marzo.
https://calendar.prattlibrary.org/event/take_make_once_upon_a_strand



Virtual Escape Room: Solve riddles, complete puzzles, and stretch your mind as you work together to beat the clock and escape the room
with Ms. Rebekah Thursday, April 1, 4 pm.
Sala de escape virtual: resuelvan acertijos para trabajar juntos para ganarle al reloj y escapar de la habitación con la Sra. Rebekah el
jueves 1 de abril a las 4 pm.
Register via Zoom: https://marylandlibraries.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJApc-mgqjkqHtcJEnd2PC9ZweJrcNnf7Yxq.



Healthy Little Cooks: Lunch Bunch: Get EGG-CITED to make Old Bay Deviled Eggs with Healthy Little Cooks! We’ll be adding a little kick to
a classic appetizer, doing a fun egg-cercise, and learning how the protein in egg whites can make muscles strong! Tuesday, April 6, 12 pm
Healthy Little Cooks: Lunch Bunch. ¡Prepara huevos rellenos de Old Bay con pequeños cocineros saludables! Añadiremos un toque
especial a este aperitivo clásico, haremos una divertida cercisión de huevo y aprenderemos cómo la proteína de las claras de huevo
puede fortalecer los músculos.
Ingredients and Zoom registration link: https://calendar.prattlibrary.org/event/healthy_little_cooks_lunch_bunch



Drawing with Rick Wright! Join us every Wednesday in April at 4pm as we learn to draw with caricature artist Rick Wright!
¡Dibujando con Rick Wright! ¡Únase a nosotros todos los miércoles de abril a las 4 p.m. mientras aprendemos a dibujar con el artista de
caricaturas Rick Wright!
Login: https://calendar.prattlibrary.org/event/drawing_with_rick_wright_3548



Virtual Playgroup: Beginning April 9 , join us every Friday in April to share a story, meet other children and caregivers and connect! Ages
0 – 5, Pre-registration is required login details will be emailed to registered participants.
Grupo de juego virtual: a partir del 9 de abril, únase a nosotros todos los viernes de abril para compartir una historia, conocer a otros
niños y cuidadores y conectarse. De 0 a 5 años, se requiere preinscripción.Los datos de inicio de sesión se enviarán por correo electrónico
a los participantes registrados. https://forms.gle/qsExc6f9A67gtH59A



Kids Writers LIVE! Carole & Jeffery Boston Weatherford: The award-winning mother-son/author-illustrator team behind You Can Fly:
The Tuskegee Airmen, will celebrate heroes, history and hip hop through poetry and spoken word. Tuesday, April 20, 6 pm
Niños escritores EN VIVO! Carole & Jeffery Boston Weatherford: El aclamado equipo madre-hijo / autor-ilustrador detrás de You Can Fly:
The Tuskegee Airmen, celebrará a los héroes, la historia y el hip hop a través de la poesía y la palabra hablada. Martes 20 de abril, 6 pm
Register via Eventbrite: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/kids-writers-live-carole-and-jeffery-boston-weatherford-tickets-140367379611.

th

