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Welcome to Hampstead Hill Academy!
Note from Principal Hornbeck
We’re back! After a brief remote hiatus, the positivity rate is way down to 1%, and the
district’s “test to stay” protocol is working really well. HHA’s attendance the last week in
January was the best all year, with a few days right at 97%. That means girls and boys
basketball leagues, STEAM club, afterschool tutoring, new clubs like Magic the Gathering
and a Cheer Team, a big snow tubing field trip for middle school students, orchestra and
band and many other activities are a go. Teachers are planning in-person field trips for the
spring, and we signed up a great director and assistant director for our spring musical,
plans are coming together for B3 and Hampstead Hill Nights and on and on. I’m hopeful
that we are moving to a spring, summer and fall where COVID protocols and testing will
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become part of the background rather than a central function of schools. What a relief to
see some light!
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Hampstead Hill seeks to be a safe, nurturing, diverse,
family-friendly neighborhood school with rigorous,
effective academic programs and exciting, engaging
extracurricular activities. We believe all parents want
the same thing for their children: more and better
opportunities for college and career. We believe in
the importance of the arts, and we want our students
to be great communicators, listeners and writers. Our
students will be forward thinkers, persistent,
responsible, caring, dependable and healthy members
of the greater community.

MISSION STATEMENT

HHA News from the Hill Magazine is published monthly for
the families and community of Hampstead Hill Academy
Editor
Geraldine Swann
Director of Community Outreach

VISION STATEMENT

Hampstead Hill Academy is a neighborhood public
charter school that exists to educate children living in
both our attendance area and throughout Baltimore
City. Our talented staff uses research-based
curriculum to develop and implement rigorous lesson
plans that continuously raise the academic bar for our
students. Our whole school community is dedicated
to working together to challenge our students to
succeed in a fair, consistent, just and joyful learning
environment.

IMPORTANT DATES THIS MONTH



























2/2, Report Cards Sent Home
2/2, Early Release Day 12:35 pm
2/2, Deadline to Submit Lottery Application 5 pm
2/3, Grade 1 WIDA Testing
2/3, Parent Meeting for the Spring Musical 5:30 pm
2/7, Grade 8 WIDA Testing
2/8, Chat With Matt About the Budget 8:30 am
2/8, PTO Meeting 7 pm
2/9, Grade 5 WIDA Testing
2/10, Padres Unidos/Parents United 8:15 am
2/10, HHA Lottery 3 pm
2/10, PTO Tutti Gusti Night 3-8 pm
2/11, Grade 2 WIDA Testing
2/14, Grade 3 WIDA Testing
2/16, Grade 4 WIDA Testing
2/16, School Family Council Budget Talk 3 pm
2/17, Grade 5 WIDA Testing
2/18, School Closed-Professional Development
2/21, School Closed-President’s Day
2/22, Grade 7 WIDA Testing
2/23, Grade 8 WIDA Testing
2/24, Class Pictures
2/24, Padres Unidos/Parents United 8:15 am
2/25, Grade 6 WIDA Testing
2/25, PTO Happy Hour 6 pm
3/2, Early Release Day 12:35 pm, Parent/Teacher Conferences

What’s Inside…
Top News Stories page 3
 Current HHA information along with
upcoming events

News from the Teams page 6
 What your child is doing in class along
with resource, enrichment and ESOL
information

Club/Activities News page 11
 Updates and announcements for the
many clubs offered at HHA

Family Information page 13
 Issues important to our parents on a
variety of subjects

PTO News page 16
 News from the Parent/Teacher
Organization at HHA

Family Fun Information 17
 List of neighborhood organizations along
with telephone number and email
address

PLEASE CHECK
HTTPS://HHA47.ORG/PARENT-STUDENT-CALENDAR/
FOR THE PARENT AND STUDENT ACTIVITIES CALENDARS

DOCUMENTATION NEEDED FOR
YOUR STUDENT
It is important that we have the following documentation completed for each
one of your children:
Emergency Contact Form - Please visit www.hha47.org to complete your child's emergency contact information for this school
year. The information on this form will provide us:
 the most up-to-date contact information
 who to contact in the event of an emergency, if the parent(s) cannot be reached
 and will grant your child permission to do a variety of activities at the school.
Thank you if you have already completed the form!
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TOP NEWS STORIES
BUDGET OUTLOOK
Over the next few weeks, the 2022-2023 school budget will be developed. A budget survey will be sent to
parents to consider parent input on potential budget priorities. Two meetings will be held with Principal
Hornbeck to discuss the budget. Meeting dates and times are listed below. Currently, charter schools
receive about $9,690 per K - 8 pupil, with PreK resources coming in the form of staff rather than per pupil
dollars. We are projected to serve 854 students overall, with 808 K - 8 students. This represents a planned
small decrease in enrollment to reduce class size modestly from this year to next. However, there is no
cap on in zone enrollment so we always admit all students who reside within our attendance area. That
means the final enrollment number will fluctuate. HHA’s budget for next year is more than $8M. There
will continue to be significant COVID mitigation funds coming from the federal government to cover
tutoring costs and salaries for intervention teachers. We do not anticipate cutting staff positions for the
2022-2023 school year.




Chat With Matt – Budget Talk
School Family Council – Budget Talk

Tuesday, February 8th, 8:30 am
Wednesday, February 16th, 3 pm

FIFTH ANNUAL NATIONAL HISTORY DAY PROJECT FAIR
The fifth Annual HHA National History Day (NHD) Project fairs have been amazing. Every HHA
middle school student takes honors social studies, which requires participation in NHD, a
nationally recognized program designed to foster in-depth research, public presentation
practice, and writing skills that our students will need in high school, college and on the job.
Outside volunteers were invited to serve as judges to discuss and grade the projects. Every
judge comes away impressed with the student work. The theme this year, Debate and
Diplomacy, is an exciting one, and students chose important topics including Roe v. Wade, The
Manhattan Project, East and West German and the Civil Rights Act of 1964. Nine of HHA’s top
performing groups will go to the district wide competition and, hopefully, to the Maryland State
competition. Special thanks to middle school teachers Jason Farber, Kat Locke-Jones, and Amy
Kosmer for working with more than 270 students to produce such great projects and to middle
school Academic Coaches Carey Fetting-Smith and Mike Lucas for supporting teachers and being
lead on the project fairs!

HHA students pictured with their National History Day project about the
Cuban Missile Crisis

FEBRUARY IS THE 46TH ANNIVERSARY OF NATIONAL AFRICAN
AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH
Check out the reopened National Museum of African American History and Culture. This museum is the only national museum devoted exclusively
to the documentation of African American life, history and culture. It was established by an Act of Congress in 2003, following decades of efforts to
promote and highlight the contributions of African Americans. To date, the museum has collected more than 36,000 artifacts and nearly 100,000
individuals have become charter members. Click the link below to learn more about passes and how to visit the museum.
https://nmaahc.si.edu/visit/passes

AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH DOOR DECORATING CONTEST
HHA’s Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Committee (DEIC) is organizing and sponsoring an amazing door decorating contest featuring the life and
accomplishments of many famous African American men and women. Please ask to take a tour of the school and learn about African Americans
who have led and enriched our nation over the years. If you are unable to tour during school hours, please attend our Family Academic night
th
Thursday, February 17 from 5:30-7:30 pm, where one of our stations will be a “Door Tour.” During that time, you will get to vote for your favorite
three doors in the building! RSVP flyer is at the end of the magazine.
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HHA HAS THE BEST ADMIN EVER!
Staff at HHA appreciates our administrators. Our admin wear many hats and are always there to help. Pictured below Mr. Hornbeck goes on the
roof to retrieve balls for the students below, and admin give COVID rapid tests to staff to assure a safe return to school. Thank you for all you do!

APPLICATIONS FOR THE
LOTTERY AND PREK
Spread the word to family and friends that applications for the
lottery and pre-kindergarten are available at HHA. The lottery is
held for students in grades kindergarten – 8 who do not live in the
zoned area for the school. If you do not live in this area and would
like for your child to attend HHA, you can complete an application at
school or at this link https://hha47.org/admissions/. The lottery will
be held Thursday, February 10, 2022 at 3 pm. If for any reason the
lottery cannot take place, it will be held on Thursday, February 17,
2022 at 3 pm. In order to participate in the lottery, your application
must be submitted by 5 pm Wednesday, February 2, 2022.

SECOND QUARTER REPORT
CARDS
Second quarter report cards will be sent home Wednesday,
February 2, 2022. We are very proud of the academic
accomplishments of all of our girls and boys. Remember to
celebrate your child’s academic accomplishments. Spend time with
her/him reading, taking a walk, playing a board or video game,
seeing a movie at home, throwing a ball, baking or shopping online.
Children need your attention, and they want to please you. Your
time and attention are the most important things you have to offer,
and both are free!

CLASS PICTURES
th

Class pictures will take place Thursday, February 24 . Students will
be photographed with their homeroom class in their school uniform.
If your child was absent for individual picture day, your child can
bring a change of clothes to wear for the individual pictures.
Information will be sent home shortly with prices of pictures. For
these pictures, your child will bring the envelope and payment when
pictures are taken.

HHA IS HAVING A SPRING
MUSICAL! STUDENTS IN GRADES
4-8 CAN AUDITION FOR THE
MUSICAL
For any student interested in being a part of the spring musical,
there will be a mandatory parent and student meeting Thursday,
rd
February 3 at 5:30 pm in the school library. All students and their
parents in grades 4-8 who are interested in auditioning are invited to
attend. During this meeting, parents and students will receive
information on the guidelines and expectations, the audition process
and the rehearsal schedule.
th

th

Performances will be held Friday, May 13 , Saturday, May 14 ,
th
st
Friday, May 20 and Saturday, May 21 . Auditions will be held at
th
HHA on Saturday, February 12 from 10 am to 2 pm. Rehearsals will
be held Mondays and Thursdays from 3:30-5 pm and Saturdays from
10 am-2 pm. We hope your student will take in this exciting event at
HHA!

FREE HHA T-SHIRT
COMING SOON
Your child will receive a complimentary
dark green HHA t-shirt this month with
white lettering on the front and a back
that features a custom kindness logo. We
apologize for the delay in getting the shirt
done this year. With supply shortages, it
has taken us longer to acquire the
necessary stock to fulfill the order. Thank
you for your patience. As a reminder,
official HHA t-shirts may be worn in place
of the uniform.
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ATTENDANCE AND GRADES AT HHA
Ensuring that teachers and students are together for teaching and learning is all about attendance. We have 866 students and more than 100 staff
members. The good news is that our staff attendance is very high this year, and our student attendance is good. The challenging news is that too
many of our students have missed more than 10 days of school, and we’re only about half-way through the school year. Take a look at your child’s
nd
2 quarter report card. If she/he has missed more than 10 days of school, that is more than double the maximum amount of time the State of
Maryland anticipates a child may be absent from school. HHA has a progressive attendance policy. You will receive notice of your child’s poor
attendance through phone calls, report cards, correspondence and/or home visits. In addition, City Schools may ask you to appear at a hearing to
discuss why your child’s attendance is so low. Please remember to call school to let us know whenever your child is sick and will be late or absent,
AND send a written excuse to your child’s homeroom teacher. Seek out Guidance Counselor Marissa Lightkep (mlightkep@hha47.org) or Director
of Restorative Practices Steve Plunk (splunk@hha47.org) if you have questions about our attendance policy. Also, please make certain your child
completes their assignments on time. As a reminder, you can see all of your child’s grades in Campus Portal (formerly called Parent Portal).
Directions on how to access the portal are on our website at www.hha47.org where you will click on “Parent Page” and then the “Campus Portal.”
It’s straightforward and will help you help your child get good grades.

HOW TO FIND OUT IF SCHOOLS ARE CLOSED DUE TO BAD WEATHER
You can sign up for updates via email, twitter, and Facebook at https://www.baltimorecityschools.org/inclement-weather Well before daybreak,
staff from City Schools’ Operations Office checks road conditions, neighborhood sidewalks, school parking lots and school walkways. They also talk
with staff from the Baltimore City Department of Transportation, the Maryland Mass Transit Administration and local weather forecasters. City
Schools' CEO or designee reviews all the information and makes the decision whether to open schools on time, delay opening schools for two hours
or close schools. The CEO/designee also decides whether conditions are severe enough to close or delay opening the district office at 200 E. North
Avenue. Schools and offices remain open if, based on the conditions and weather forecasts, it is determined that students and staff can travel
safely to their school or office. Special notes about delayed openings and early dismissals:
● Schools may open two hours late when travel conditions at 5 am are determined to be unsafe but are expected to improve.
● When travel conditions are safe at 5 am but are forecasted to deteriorate, an initial announcement of a two-hour delayed opening may be
made. In this case, depending on how the weather develops, there may be a subsequent decision to close schools. If a reassessment of travel,
school-building, or weather conditions indicates that schools should remain closed for the day, an announcement following the initial delay
announcement will be made by 7 am or as soon as possible announcing City Schools is now closed for the day. If you learn of a delayed opening,
please check the Baltimore City Public Schools’ website, Twitter, Facebook or local media right before beginning your trip to school, to make sure
there has been no further change in the schedule.
● A delayed opening means that all morning half-day early learning programs are canceled, and school breakfast will not be served.
● When schools open as scheduled and weather subsequently deteriorates, schools may close early. Announcements are made via Baltimore City
Public Schools’ website, Twitter and local media as soon as transportation can be arranged for students who travel on City Schools’ provided buses.

UNIFORM REMINDER
The HHA student uniform consists of a
collared navy blue shirt with tan or khaki pants,
shorts or skirts. Shorts and skirts may not be shorter

MASK UP TO PICK UP!
For the time being, we are asking all parents
to mask up when you pick up or drop off.
Help keep everyone safe by masking
whenever you enter the greentop area or in
any congested area with lots of people.
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than fingertip length. Jeans are not permitted. If
your child needs an extra layer in the classroom, we
suggest a navy blue or tan sweater or crew (not
hooded) navy blue sweatshirt. Outdoor jackets and
hooded sweatshirts are not acceptable to be worn
during the day in the classroom.

NEWS FROM THE TEAMS
PREK
Ms. Klenk and Ms. Kaminaris: Students will learn about animals and numbers 1-10.
They will have many celebrations this month including Black History Month, Lunar
th
New Year, Valentine's Day and their 100 Day of School! Students will celebrate the
th
th
100 day of school this year Monday, February 14 . For Valentine's Day, every
student will get materials to make an assigned friend a valentine which will then be
presented in class. Each student will give and receive one valentine this year, instead
of everyone giving out a class set of valentines. This will be a graded assignment so
students can have fun and be creative! The resource classes switched at the end of
January which means your child will now have Art, Food for Life, Nature Exploration
and Drama. Please make sure to label all hats, coats and winter gear with your child's
name.

KINDERGARTEN
Ms. Maciel, Ms. Wallis and Ms. Villa: In math, students will learn about counting
numbers to 100, skip counting, mixed addition and subtraction, story problems,
measurement and comparing numbers. In reading, they will learn new sounds, read
short stories and answer comprehension questions, and in language, they will learn
calendar information, retell a story and learn about rhyming. This month, students
th
th
will celebrate the 100 day of school! On February 11 , students will participate in
fun reading, math and writing activities all about the number 100. They will need to
complete a project that will display 100 objects. You can find more information about
this special day in your child's orange folder. Also this month, students will decorate
their classroom door to celebrate the achievements and history of African Americans
as part of Black History Month. They will also take their first field trip this month on
th
February 24 . They will go to Goucher College to see the musical Rainbow Fish.
th
Permission slips and field trip money are due February 11 . As a reminder, some
skills to practice at home are putting on, zipping and unzipping a jacket and tying
shoes. Please make sure you are checking your child's daily orange folder for
important information, and their weekly yellow folder for completed work.

GRADE 1

Prek students do 3D shape stamping during
math class

Kindergarten students celebrate the New Year
with works of art

Ms. Bierley, Ms. Clary and Ms. Douglas: Please make sure you carefully read your child’s report card which has recently been sent home. If you
would like to schedule a conference to discuss the report card or any other concerns or questions, please contact your child’s teacher. The students
th
enjoyed their Audubon class and learned about the adaptations that birds use to help them eat. This month, students will celebrate the 100 day
th
of school in math class. It is currently scheduled for Tuesday, February 8 without snow days. Each class will do activities related to 100! Make sure
th
to ask your child what they did on the 100 day of school. With the weather being cold and the kids going outside every day, make sure your child
has a warm coat, hat and gloves that are labeled with their name.

GRADE 2
Ms. Bonner: In reading, scholars are learning about a fly named Herman who has traveled farther and faster than any other fly. In language, they
are learning how to write a paragraph with an indentation and correct capitalization and spelling. In spelling, they are learning about the -oo
pattern, and in Core Knowledge, scholars are reading about Greek myths. In math, they are almost finished the unit on multiplication and division.
th
The next unit will cover multiplication and division facts. This month, students will celebrate their 100 day of school! Ms. Bonner is so proud of
everyone for working hard and being flexible during this school year! Remember that your student must bring a healthy snack every day due to
their late lunch period. Make sure to check your student's folders and Class Dojo every night for important information.
Ms. Weber: Students completed the second book of the reading series. They will now move into the final book of the series and then finish with
novels. In Core Knowledge, students are currently reading about Greek Mythology and are greatly enjoying the stories. Be on the lookout for
information about winter Audubon.
Ms. Graston: Students have demonstrated remarkable resilience and flexibility as they shifted to a week of virtual learning. They communicated
thoughtfully and effectively, had meaningful discussions about Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s life and legacy and progressed in the curriculum. On the
return to school, students were reminded to cover noses, and to not “pop each other’s space bubbles.” In reading, students are finishing stories on
inventions, specifically an electric eye counter, and in language, they are discovering how to write sentences that give the reader a clear picture in
their mind. They are also completing spelling activities that highlight consonants and vowels as well as quizzing each other. In Core Knowledge, they
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are enthusiastically discovering Greek mythology. Finally, students are preparing to display the Toni Morrison door design to celebrate Black
History Month. Students chose the following quote to display: ““If there is a book you want to read, but it hasn’t been written yet, you must be the
one to write it.”

GRADE 3
Reading – Ms. Kaplan: Students did a wonderful job adapting to the week of virtual learning! Some students are reading about Leonard's
inventions, and others are reading informational texts about animals. Please make sure your child is completing their reading homework every
night.
Language/Social Studies - Ms. Billups: This month, students will begin the science unit. They will learn how to explore the world around them
using a scientific approach embedded in the Generation Genius curriculum. Thank you to the wonderful PTO for their support by purchasing this
curriculum. Keep an eye out for news about the upcoming science fair.
Math - Ms. Knudsen: Students have completed the second unit on multiplication and division. They worked diligently to improve their
multiplication fluency and complete a portfolio project. Some students have worked closely with Ms. Gonzalez on deciphering word problems,
while other students have worked with Ms. Guitian to notice trends in data. Please continue to work with your child on multiplication and
addition facts. Useful websites include Dreambox, IXL, Legends of Learning and Prodigy. Happy Practicing!

GRADE 4
Reading – Ms. Schultz: Some classes are reading a series of poems, and others are reading the text about dog sledding. Each day students are
reading grade level text, answering vocabulary and comprehension questions and responding to text in writing. Please reach out to your child’s
teacher if you have any questions or concerns.
Language/Social Studies - Ms. Conrad: Students are learning how to write critiques of arguments with inaccuracies and to write sentences using
the appropriate verb tense. In science, they have learned about aquatic and terrestrial ecosystems, and will begin to learn about food chains and
food webs. They will then create their own food chains and food webs using a variety of organisms.
Math – Ms. Murray: Students are currently in Unit 2: The Four Operations of Whole Numbers and Unit 4: Operations on Fractions. They are also
gearing up for Black History Month. Students will learn about a mathematician each Friday in February. They will also start to decoratr their
homeroom door for the Black History Month Door Contest, and are looking forward to sharing their design with the school community.

GRADE 5
Reading – Ms. Pellegrini: Students continue to progress academically. The Owls and Robins are reading the novel Walk Two Moons and analyzing
the text to discuss concepts such as characterization, plot, subplot and theme. At the conclusion of the novel, students will write a literary essay.
The Pandas are exploring a variety of informational texts and literary short stories. They are studying concepts such as figurative language, story
structure, and main idea as they work through these texts. Please check in with your child about their weekly reading homework to help them build
good study habits at home!
Language/Science – Ms. Ruppenthal: Students will complete Unit 2, the Earth and Sun. The final part of the unit includes the methods of
transferring heat as well as parts of the water cycle. Once unit 2 is completed, students will learn about mixtures and solutions. They will separate
mixtures using tools like magnets, funnels, screens, etc., and will compare the solubility of substances in water, identify an unknown substance
based on the properties of solubility, and observe and compare reactants and products of several chemical reactions.
Math – Ms. O’Connor: Students finished module 3 of Eureka Math. They learned about equivalent fractions and addition and subtraction of unlike
fractions. They will now begin Module 4: Multiplication and Division of Fractions and Decimals. Within this module, students will learn about how
fractions and division are related, how to multiply and divide fractions, and how to create and interpret line plots. Students can continue to
practice their math skills outside of the classroom on IXL.com.

GRADE 6
th

Humanities – Mr. Farber: The deadline for National History Day has been moved to February 17 . Please have your student tell you about their
project. When the NHD projects are complete, students will turn their focus to ancient civilizations and world cultures. They recently completed
posters of historically significant African Americans for Black History Month. The posters are currently hanging on Mr. Farber's wall.

PARENTS ARE INVITED TO JOIN US FOR THE SCHOOL FAMILY COUNCIL MEETING
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 16TH AT 3 PM IN THE SCHOOL LIBRARY
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Math – Ms. Bentil: This month students will finish the rational
numbers module by exploring all four quadrants on the coordinate
plane, plotting points on the coordinate plane and calculating
distances. They will then move into module 4, where they will learn
about expressions and equations. Students will build on their
number sense by reading, writing and evaluating algebraic
expressions. Please encourage your child to find and share ripples.
Ripples are connections that are made between the content
students are learning and the world around them.
Science – Ms. Poole: Students are actively engaged in the life
science unit and have enjoyed exploring food, energy and food
webs. Students created a working food web, where each person
represented a creature in the Great Lakes ecosystem. Ask your
student who they represented, as well as to whom they had direct
and indirect relationships. They have been using their knowledge of
healthy ecosystems to predict what has caused the population of
lake trout in the Great Lakes to decrease. Students also participated
in a virtual dissection of the sea lamprey and bony fish. What
internal organ is the sea lamprey missing and why? Ask your child if
you’d like to know the answer!

GRADE 7
Language Arts – Ms. Doherty: After finishing essays on The Diary of
Anne Frank: The Play, students are starting the next book Stargirl by
Jerry Spinelli. A compelling story about the power of individuality in
the face of conformity, Stargirl is an especially important story for
middle school students to experience, as they navigate the path to
discover who they are. Students will engage with themes of bullying,
the value of popularity and being true to yourself.
rd

Science – Mr. Lohrman: It is the start of the 3 quarter and the
th
7 grade students no longer have science. They have moved to
th
Mr. Marninelli for history. The 8 grade students will transition into
science. They will work in the physics unit in the IQWST curriculum.
They will learn how and why things move the way they do under
certain conditions.

Math – Mr. White: Students will work in the unit on proportional
relationship. They will explore ratios, unit rates, complex fractions
and percentages, and will also learn about the constant rate of
proportionality from a graph, data table and equation.

GRADE 8
Language Arts – Mr. Ball: Students will continue to explore the
“coming of age” topic. They will continue to engage with the text
Chains by Laurie Halse Anderson which is set during the
Revolutionary War. Students have been examining the history and
modern-day impact of enslavement and racism in the United States.
They have also been analyzing the text to identify the various
literary devices that are used throughout the novel. They are also
analyzing the impact several characters are having on the main
character, Isabel, as she comes of age and struggles against
oppression. All students continue to practice essential skills to make
them effective readers and writers.
Pre-Algebra/Algebra 1 – Mr. Pratta - This month students will
complete a mini-unit on exponents and scientific notation. Algebra 1
students will then begin a unit on functions. In this unit, students
will develop their capacity to represent, interpret and use functions
to make sense of quantities in situations and to solve problems.
They will be introduced to new tools for communicating about
functions which includes function notation, domain and range,
average rates of change and mathematical terms for describing key
features of graphs. In Pre-Algebra, students will begin to study linear
equations and linear systems. They will write and solve linear
equations in one variable. These include equations in which the
variable occurs on both sides of the equal sign, and equations with
no solutions, exactly one solution and infinitely many solutions.
History – Mr. Marinelli: Students are currently learning about the
early colonization of the Americas. They have read about different
European colonization styles and will begin to discuss the indigenous
peoples of North America and slavery. Students will connect and
apply the lessons to Baltimore City and Maryland so they can learn
about indigenous people and the history of slaves escaping for
freedom in this area. After this, students will learn about the
thirteen colonies of England that went on to wage a revolution and
establish the United States.

LEADERS GO PLACES
Leaders Go Places motivates students to reach rigorous academic goals. The middle school
nd
students had a great 2 quarter and will celebrate at the Recognition Ceremony on Friday,
th
February 4 . All students who made level will be rewarded with a snow tubing trip on Friday,
th
February 11 . One unique and important aspect of LGP is the commitment to contribute to the
common good. Students are required to complete at least two hours of community service in
order to make level. This quarter, they went way beyond that. The chart shows the number of
service hours per grade level. Students have worked at homeless shelters, served food to those in
need, made care packages for mothers and families, cleaned up local parks, and wrote letters to
young children in the hospital and much more. This is what leadership really means.

Grade
6
7
8
Total

Total Hours
301
390
480
1,171

Average Per Student
3.7
5.0
5.9
4.3

LGP RECOGNITION CEREMONY
Dozens and dozens of middle school students will achieve a leadership level second quarter and
will be recognized at a special ceremony. Parents are always invited to LGP recognition
ceremonies. Student leaders receive incentives including pins, special t-shirts, and sweatshirts. In
addition, they actually GO PLACES each quarter on special field trips that have included
Hersheypark in the Dark, college tours and snow tubing. To learn more about the LGP program, speak with LGP Committee Chair and Middle
School Academic Coach Mike Lucas (mlucas@hha47.org).
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ENRICHMENT
MUSIC LESSONS

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Ms. Alexander: As part of HHA's instrumental music program,
students have been busy working on a series of pieces that have
challenged both musical and technical facilities alike, while learning
the fundamentals of early music theory and notation. In particular,
the focus has centered on learning about time signatures, beat
structures, and the different ways to count, play, and notate
different rhythmic patterns. During the month of February,
instrumental music students will explore the compositions of Black
composers as a way to celebrate Black History Month.

Mr. Edwards: Pre K – 1 students will work on throwing motions
using bean bags and gator balls, and grade 2 – 4 students will have
cardio workouts and play strategy games such as "End Zone
Trappers" and "Capture the Flag.” These games will improve
teamwork and collaboration. Middle school athletes will complete
HIIT workouts and play volleyball and other court games.

ART
Ms. Butcher: HHA students have been learning about the African
American landscape artist Robert S. Duncanson and created
beautiful winter landscapes. Middle school students are learning
about the African American artist Jean Michel Basquiat and are
creating “street art boards” to represent his style of art.

TECHNOLOGY

DRAMA
Ms. Durkin: Ms. Durkin is excited to get to know her new PreK and
kindergarten drama students. They will learn about acting and using
their imaginations, bodies and voices to create different characters.
Grade 1 – 4 students will revise their play to submit to Center
Stage's Young Playwrights Festival and begin to rehearse the play in
class. Grade 5 students will work on production teams to produce a
scene from the play studied in quarter 2, and grade 6 students will
read and analyze a plot from Shakespeare's A Midsummer Night's
Dream. Grade 7 and 8 students will finish reading the play studied in
quarter 2 and begin to produce a scene from that play.

Ms. Sparwasser: PreK - 2 students are learning about the history of
technology and inventions, and grade 3 – 8 students are refining
their typing skills, focusing on accuracy and maintaining finger
position on the home row keys. They are also discussing the
development of technology over time.

FOOD FOR LIFE

Students in Food for Life class make a variety of foods such as Sushi and guacamole

All lost and found items are held for one week only.
Items marked with the student’s name will be returned to the student. Please come into
school as soon as possible to check for any lost items.
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LIBRARY
Ms. Kannam: Hello from the new and improved HHA library! HHA library
now has beautiful wooden bookcases due to the generous donation from
Ms. Robin Somers. Thank you to the parent volunteers that helped get the
library back in order, students that earned service hours and moved many
books, Mr. Hornbeck for arranging the donation, Ms. Geleta and Ms. Korycki
for working extra hours putting the finishing touches in the library!
Ms. Kannam is looking for parent volunteers to arrange a FREE BOOK
EXCHANGE in February. Start gathering up books that you would like to
donate and reach out if you can help out! skannam@hha47.org. Happy
Reading!

NATURE EXPLORATION
Ms. Riorda: Quarter 3 is like a new school year for Nature Exploration
students! Students that previously had Food for Life now will have Nature
Exploration. Please make sure that your student is dressed to go outside
even when it is cold, since they will do as many activities outside as possible.
Elementary students are learning about animal adaptations and how these
traits help animals survive. Middle school students are focusing on the
properties of water and how water cycles through our biosphere.

REPORT CARDS SENT HOME
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 2ND

New wooden book shelves in the HHA library

Figure 1

rd

3 grade students learning about the adaptations of emperor penguins

GIFTED AND ADVANCED LEARNING PROGRAM
Ms. Guitian and Ms. Gonzalez: “What is the best way to teach gifted students?” At HHA, we employ a variety of strategies to meet the individual
needs of each gifted learner, most of which fall into two main categories: Enrichment and Acceleration.
Enrichment classes and activities provide students with opportunities to explore content with more depth and breadth and can expose them to
subjects, skills and ideas not otherwise included in the curriculum. This may include independent study, small group projects, extension activities,
field trips or clubs and learning choice menus. Enrichment can contribute to students' growth in self-understanding and spark academic motivation
and interest.
Acceleration provides students with a faster pace of learning and access to above grade level material in order to meet a student’s academic needs.
This may mean being placed in a group with other advanced learners or given access to self-paced or adaptive learning programs. When students
are able to engage with content that meets their academic needs, they are more likely to be engaged and enthusiastic about school and learning.
To put it simply: Enrichment adds depth and breadth to curriculum and acceleration provides appropriately advanced content. When used
together these tried and true strategies positively impact the intellectual growth and social-emotional well-being of gifted students. If you have
any questions, please contact Laura Guitian. (lguitian@hha47.org)
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Join Us for the Community Arts Evening
Thursday March 10th
5 – 6:30 pm
For more detailed information check out the flyer attached
to the magazine.

SPECIAL EDUCATION
Ms. Shaffer: February is National Therapeutic Recreation Month. The National Therapeutic Recreation Society (NTRS) sets aside this month every
year to raise awareness of therapeutic recreation programs and services for individuals with disabilities. Therapeutic Recreation can aid a wide
range of clients in Geriatric, Pediatric, Physical Therapy fields and more.

ESOL DEPARTMENT NEWS
Ms. Ziemba, Ms. Brezenoff, Ms. Hicks, Ms. Hyatt, and Mr. LaBarr: Ms. Paula Ziemba is the new PreK and kindergarten ESOL teacher. We
welcome her in this new role. Grade 1 and 2 students have been working on their writing assignment and discussing the story Snowmen At Night by
Caralyn Buehner. Students talked about the activities that take place during the winter season and wrote a special paper about what they like to do
during the winter. Grade 3 students are currently exploring a variety of fiction and non-fiction texts. Some students are comparing fruits and
vegetables grown and eaten in different cultures, and other students are analyzing the main idea and supporting details, and learning the text
features, of a photo-essay and a fictional story. Grade 5 and 6 students are learning about symbols of the United States and reading stories by the
author, Eve Bunting.

CLUB/ACTIVITIES NEWS
As a reminder, students will not be permitted to join two clubs that meet on the same day.

NOTIFICATION OF CLUB OPENINGS
Parents will be notified two ways regarding club openings. Some club coordinators will send an interest form home with the student to complete
and return to school. Other coordinators will send out an interest form via e-mail and posting on the HHA Facebook page. Parents signed up to
receive emails will receive these notifications.

If more students sign up for a club than there are openings, a lottery will be held. Students selected will
receive a permission slip. If your child does not receive a permission slip,
your child was not selected in the lottery.

THE COMMUNITY BUILDERS OF HHA
SERVICE CLUB FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS
The Community Builders of HHA spent January getting ready for their February fundraising activity. They are sponsoring a kindness gram sale for
February. Anyone in the HHA school community can purchase a kindness gram to be delivered to any HHA student or faculty member on Monday,
th
February 14 . The kindness gram will cost $1 and include a candy or non-candy treat. All of the money raised from this activity will be donated to
SL24. As a reminder, this organization helps people struggling with mental health issues. If you want to purchase a kindness gram, you can
complete the order form included in this newsletter or find a form in the main office. As always, the
Community Builders of HHA appreciate your support.

COMING SOON CHEERLEADING FOR STUDENTS IN GRADES 3, 4
AND 5. LOOK FOR AN INTEREST FORM TO BE SENT HOME
SHORTLY WITH ALL OF THE DETAILS OF THE CLUB.
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STEAM CLUB
The winter session of STEAM club is off to a great
start! Students have jumped right in to doing
engaging hands-on projects. The last day of the
st
winter session of STEAM club will be March 1 . If
your student was not selected for this session, the
spring session is just around the corner and will
th
begin March 15 . Please email Ms. Gonzalez at
ngonzalez@hha47.org if you have any questions.
Check in with STEAM classes at the link below:
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ry_47O
RNTOAZt7FWVkK4jdXACBc8rLtAnQTiWN_Nss/edit?usp=sharing

Steam students build bird feeders,
marshmallow towers, marshmallow
catapults and observe whose
marshmallow launched the
farthest!

MIDDLE SCHOOL PEER TUTORING PROGRAM
HHA’s Middle School Peer Tutoring program ("Students Helping Students" or "SHS") is off and running! Selected middle school students (chosen
via formal application process and teacher recommendation) have been paired with kindergarten students to support reading growth. The tutors
have been trained to independently implement a structured reading intervention three times per week. Everyone is so proud of their initiative,
hard work, and willingness to support the early learners at HHA. Program supervision is provided by HHA's Speech-Language Pathologist
Ms. Amanda Smith, School Psychologist Dr. Alyssa McClure and kindergarten teacher Ms. Joanna Maciel.

HHA DEBATE CLUB

HHA middle school peer tutors in action!

The debaters have been doing a fantastic job on their speech writing and debating skills! Some debaters participated in a December tournament in
Original Oratory and Public Forum. Congratulations to Cece Couteau, who participated in Public Forum as a team of one and won first place.
Congratulations to Jaden Adarkwah-Yiadom, Lennon Foote, and Ava Guarnaccia for earning prizes in Original Oratory. Practices are held on
Tuesdays and Thursdays until 3:30 pm. If you would like your child to join the team, please reach out to Ms. Kaplan lkaplan@hha47.org or
Ms. Satterlee ksatterlee@hha47.org.

HORNETS BASKETBALL
HHA’s girls’ and boys’ basketball teams, The Hornets, are in the midst of their season. While we can’t have students or parents at games because
of safety reasons, the teams would like to thank the staff and students for their support. Remaining games can be found on the Student Activities
Calendar on the HHA website. Many thanks to Coach Brashae and Coach Akil and especially Ms. Greene for their hard work shaping our athletes
th
and for their emphasis on skills, commitment, having fun and sportsmanship. We are particularly proud of our 8 grade players. Go Hornets!
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HHA students work intently at the game of chess

FAMILY INFORMATION
THE COUNTDOWN CONTINUES




52% of the school year is completed
93 of our 180 student days are completed
There are approximately 28 school days left until our
3-8 grade students take the MCAP Assessment in
reading and math beginning in April, 2022.

LEARN ABOUT MCAP
Spend some time learning about this new state assessment for your child at the Maryland State Department of
Education at http://marylandpublicschools.org/about/Pages/DAAIT/Assessment/index.aspx

KNOW THE NO’S






No gum at school. It is distracting and prevents students from reading aloud clearly.
No smoking in or around school property. This is against the law on school property.
No double parking or idling at drop-off and pickup. Double parking creates a dangerous situation, and you could get a $252
ticket for double parking.
No crossing in the middle of the street. Cross your child at the corner. Do not encourage your child to get to school by
crossing in the middle of the street! This can be extremely dangerous for your child.
Please remind your child, especially older children, that ball playing is not allowed in front of the school or on the blacktop
during school arrival and dismissal times. Also, ask them to be mindful of smaller children to avoid accidentally bumping
into them.

Masks are required for everyone inside the building. Please
make sure your child has a clean, close-fitting mask that is
as comfortable as possible each day.
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STUDENT ATTENDANCE
HHA is serious about attendance. Our talented staff cannot teach unless students attend school. There is a district-wide focus on student
attendance. Again this year, there will be mandatory hearings at school headquarters for the parents of students with poor attendance. Each
month, the newsletter will include this chart so students and parents can review attendance averages.

Congratulations to the 1st Grade Team for having the highest attendance average for January.
January
Grade
HHA average

Attendance%
94.99%

Year
Grade
HHA average

Attendance%
94.03%

Grade 1

96.39%

Grade 1

94.90%

PreK

95.66%

Grade 2

94.86%

Grade 5

95.61%

Grade 4

94.45%

Grade 4

95.12%

PreK

94.42%

Grade 2

95.06%

Grade 5

94.08%

Grade 6

94.75%

Grade 6

93.99%

Grade 7

94.72%

Grade 3

93.67%

Grade 8

94.63%

Grade 8

93.54%

Grade 3

94.54%

Kindergarten

93.38%

Kindergarten

93.81%

Grade 7

93.27%

HOW DOES HHA COMMUNICATE WITH FAMILIES
HHA uses the following ways to communicate with families.

Post a monthly news magazine. This is a comprehensive document with information from Mr. Hornbeck, staff, club coordinators,
community partners, etc. The magazine is posted monthly at www.hha47.org

Send out parent emails – please sign up for our email list at www.hha47.org

Post information on the HHA Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/HampsteadHillAcademy/

Check out the HHA website at www.hha47.org

Parent and Student Activities/Club Calendars at https://hha47.org/calendar-of-student-parent-events/ - You can set to view in week,
month or agenda.

Class DoJo – for parent/teacher communication. Check with your child’s teacher for information on how to join.

Staff emails – List of staff email addresses is located at https://hha47.org/staff-contact-roster/

Campus Portal – Please email Ms. Varner at cvarner@bcps.k12.md.us for letter of instructions and activation code

Parentlink phone calls

Not sure where to find what, email Ms. Swann at gswann@hha47.org

Sign up to receive HHA emails at
www.hha47.org. Look for the icon on the
front page of the website at the bottom.

When your child is fully vaccinated, please bring
the vaccine card to the main office so a copy can be
made or email a picture of it to Yessica Gonzalez at
ymgonzalez@hha47.org.
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HOW PARENTS CAN PROVIDE STABILITY AS TEENS GRAPPLE WITH STRESS AND
UNCERTAINTY

By Katie Hurley at the Washington Post

My 15-year-old daughter spent part of her winter break studying for final exams, as her semester concludes the third week of January. She gave
herself one week of complete relaxation before she begrudgingly opened the biology book and began sketch-noting a few chapters. It wasn’t much
of a break. Not only that, she returned to school just as the omicron surge began to take off in Los Angeles. Armed with a KN95 mask on her face
and all the good-smelling hand sanitizer Bath & Body Works has to offer stashed in her backpack, she put on her brave face and returned to school.
Three days in, she commented that school feels like an endless game of COVID musical chairs, with a couple of students disappearing each day. And
then came the substitute teachers. You might think that finals would be replaced with other lower-stakes projects that can measure mastery
without the stress of memorization, but that’s not the case. For my daughter’s school and many others, the show must go on.
In my private therapy practice, teens and younger students echo my daughter’s experiences. Despite a revolving door of cases and exposures
among students and staff, tests and assessments continue as planned. Even middle school students feel the additional stress of tests every week
that require studying beyond their regular homework. Despite the Surgeon General’s advisory about the current state of youth mental health
across the United States, including the fact that 1 in 3 high school students report persistent feelings of sadness or hopelessness, we expect our
youth to trudge forward as if nothing is wrong.
Alicia Tetteh, mental health therapist and founder of Building Endurance in Charlotte, sees similar levels of stress and mental health issues affecting
the families there. “We are seeing an increase in suicide in middle and high school students in this area,” Tetteh said. So much so that she has been
called into local schools to educate parents about the warning signs of suicide and symptoms of depression, a resource not all schools across the
country can access for their parents. There isn’t a quick reference guide to help parents help their kids cope with the multiple layers of stress they
confront each day during this complex time of growing up, but there are steps caregivers can take to provide comfort and stability during this
ongoing uncertainty.
Engage in regular check-ins - I always tell parents to trust their instincts and make frequent contact with their kids. If something feels off, it
probably is, but we also need to acknowledge that kids and teens do need their space at times to recover from the day. A closed door is not
necessarily a warning sign, but a quick check-in helps parents and kids stay connected and shows support and comfort. Don’t be afraid to ask direct
questions about moods and behaviors. “You seem really tired lately, are you feeling stressed or having trouble sleeping?” communicates care and
concern in a calm tone. “I encourage parents to assess the four main pillars: interest, energy, sleep and appetite,” Tetteh said. “Any major changes
in these baselines can indicate distress.” Tetteh also advises parents to help their kids assess their own changes in moods and physical states. “It’s
important for parents to notice changes but it’s also important to help kids know when they’re regulated versus dysregulated and understand the
changes in their bodies.” A simple tool to help teens make sense of their own dysregulation is a feelings, thoughts and needs assessment. Ask your
teen to take a few slow deep breaths and state how they’re feeling physically and emotionally. Do they have any aches and pains or feel completely
exhausted? Next, talk about the thoughts racing through their minds. Are there any worries that seem to play on repeat? Finally, what do they
need to feel comforted and calm right now? Who can help? This quick exercise gets family members into the habit of talking about mental health
and finding solutions together.
Create a safe space for feelings - It probably comes as no surprise that it’s hard for kids and teens to open up and talk about hard things. When
they are in survival mode at school all day, they often want to check out and forget about their stress at the end of the day. Youth definitely need
time to distract themselves and decompress after a long day, but it’s also essential to create an open-door policy for talking about all kinds of
stressors they confront each day. Teens will talk when they trust their grown-ups to listen without judgment or immediate solutions. Tetteh agrees
that youth need a safe space to communicate with their caregivers. She suggests tying a ribbon around the doorknob to indicate that it’s a good
time to enter and have time together or use a parent-teen journal to address difficult topics without the intensity of a face-to-face conversation.
Other ideas include talking while doing something together. Teens are more likely to engage in deeper conversations when they don’t feel
watched, so shoot some hoops, play a board game, or cook something together while you talk. If it feels like nothing works, meet them where they
are by connecting over text.
Balance downtime and positive family connections - Family time can be restorative for youth as they step away from their stressors and sink in to
the comfort of positive interactions at home. To that end, create space for family time on the weekends, and give the kids a voice in planning how
the time is spent. A family hike might sound fun and energizing to you, but a tired kid might really need a family movie with a side of hot chocolate.
Our youth also need plenty of downtime right now, though, as they don’t get much of it. “Family time is important but also build in plenty of free
and creative time at home,” said Tetteh, “because they have very structured days at school.” Teens often tell me that they feel a pressure to be
productive, even when they have an open block of time in their schedules. The push for achievement to attain future success can get in the way of
self-love and self-care. One of the best gifts parents can give their teens right now is the gift of time to figure out who they are and what inspires
them. To do this, they need to be creative, listen to music and explore interests that don’t have a grade attached. There are no simple solutions to
walking kids through this difficult time. My daughter spent her long weekend studying for finals and wrapping up any assignments before her first
semester of high school ends. There were periods of stress and exhaustion, but we took walks on the beach, ordered our favorite food and binged
“One Tree Hill” during her study breaks to make the experience less overwhelming. And then she got lost in her artwork to recover. I can’t remove
the stressors from her life, but I can walk by her side and support her as she works through them, and maybe, just maybe, that will fill her cup
enough to help her thrive instead of just survive. Katie Hurley is a child and adolescent psychotherapist and parenting educator, and the author of
the new book “No More Mean Girls: The Secret to Raising Strong, Confident and Compassionate Girls.” You can find her on Twitter and on her blog,
Practical Parenting.
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BUSY BEES AND FFG
Both of these programs will take place this summer. When programs are finalized, information will be
sent out to parents.

PADRES UNIDOS/PARENTS UNITED
th

th

Padres Unidos meetings will take place Thursday, February 10 and Thursday, February 24 at 8:15 am in
the cafeteria. See the flyer at the end of the magazine for more details.

ENGLISH CLASSES AT HHA IN PARTNERSHIP WITH
"STRONG CITY BALTIMORE"
HHA is happy to announce that, in partnership with Strong City Baltimore, in-person English classes will be offered to the Latino community. Due to
the pandemic, the in-person classes were paused. We look forward to the reboot of this program. Classes will take place on Monday and
th
Wednesday from 8:30 -11:30 am starting February 7 . In other news, 10 HHA Latino parents will prepare to take classes to obtain their GED
certificate completely in Spanish. This is a new program offered by Strong City Baltimore and HHA is one of the first schools to offer this program to
the Latino community.

FRIENDS OF CANTON DOG PARK
Hey Dog Lovers, we have good news! We are reviving the Friends of Canton Dog Park Facebook group so
we can bring you updates on the dog park as well as make it a source for fun and community. We
encourage our neighbors to follow the page and to send us photos of you and your pups having fun at
the park. (Marketing@CantonCommunity.org or tag us #CantonDogPark #CCABaltimore.) For anyone
new to our community, the Canton Dog Park, located at 3221 Toone Street, provides an off-leash
experience in a 2-sided park. One side is for smaller or older dogs and one for larger pups. To learn or to
donate to the park’s upkeep, please visit https://www.cantoncommunity.org/parks. To follow the
group, go to https://www.facebook.com/CantonDogPark. We can’t wait to see your furry family pix!

PTO NEWS
What to know about getting involved
with PTO at your child’s school:







You’re already a PTO member. All parents and
teachers are automatically PTO members.
Meetings take place the second Monday of
the month at 7 pm. Details are on the school
calendar located on the front page of the HHA
website (hha47.org).
Active PTO members vote on school funding
requests, like field trip support, classroom
supplies and facility improvement projects.
Our work makes a difference. We raise tens of
thousands of dollars to fund critical needs at
HHA.
It’s fun! We plan kid-friendly movie nights,
staff-appreciation events, family-night-out
fundraisers and more. Please join us.

Upcoming PTO Events Include:





th

February 8 , 7 pm PTO meeting. Details on school calendar. We hope you'll join us to discuss upcoming fundraising opportunities, events, and
more.
th
February 10 , PTO Tutti Gusti Night – 3-8 pm. PTO will receive 10% of eat-in or carry out sales when the Tutti Gusti flyer is presented.
th
February 25 , PTO Happy Hour at Homeslyce 6 pm. Get to know other HHA parents. This is an adults-only event.
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B3 Volunteers Needed – Most Important Meeting All Year!

th

Planning for Bidding, Bites, and Bingo (B3), which takes place Saturday, April 30 , is under way. This is HHA’s largest annual fundraiser. Volunteers
th
are needed to solicit auction donations, coordinate bingo, secure food and organize ticket sales. Volunteers should attend the February 8 meeting
and sign up for volunteer slots online. Interested volunteers can view job descriptions at the end of the magazine. We look forward to seeing you
th
on February 8 .

Reminders
Harris Teeter: Attach your Harris Teeter VIC card to HHA via the store’s Together in Education Program. When you shop Harris Teeter brands, a
percentage of your purchase is donated to the school that your VIC card is linked to. There are no limits to how much a school can earn, and in past
years HHA has earned thousands to support school initiatives However, families must register to earn funds. You can sign up online at
harristeeter.com/together-in-education. Questions?

Email HHAPTO@gmail.com

WE WOULD LIKE TO HEAR FROM YOU! IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS, PLEASE VISIT
WWW.HHA47.ORG UNDER IMPORTANT LINKS FOR THE HHA FEEDBACK FORM!

FAMILY FUN IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD







Southeast Anchor Library - located at 3601 Eastern Avenue; 410-396-1580, www.prattlibrary.org/locations/southeast/
Friends of Patterson Park – located at 27 S. Patterson Park Avenue; 410-276-3676, pattersonpark.com/
Creative Alliance at the Patterson – located at 3134 Eastern Avenue, 410-276-1651, creativealliance.org
Patterson Park Audubon Center – located at 2901 E. Baltimore Street, 410-558-2473, pattersonpark.audubon.org/

Please check the back of the news magazine for additional event information!

Nature Exploration students
explore nature in their own
background at Patterson Park
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A Special Thank You to Our Volunteers…
Our PTO Officers: Vic Victoriano, Bonnie Mattox, Jonathan Rothstein,
Trisha Shellenbach, Cait Drake, Charles Eddington, Yan Zhao-Hylkema,
Danielle Kelly, Rosa Martinez, Maria (Ree) Miskimon, Jill Vasbinder
Morrison
Ms. Anya Cappolla
Mr. Micah Webster
Ms. Adrienne Ekas
Ms. Jane Lindenfelser from Patterson Park Charter School for the
donation of backpacks and filler paper
Mr. David Champney and Ms. Robin Somers of Broadmead Retirement
Community for the donation of wooden book shelves

GRUPOS DE PADRES DE HHA
Febrero 10 & 24
8:15 am en la cafetería

PADRES UNIDOS
Nuestra escuela es muy singular y con una gran
diversidad. En este grupo nos enfocamos en
cómo fortalecer nuestra comunidad a través de
las barreras lingüísticas y culturales. Nos
reunimos una vez al mes y practicamos inglés,
español y aprendemos de las diferentes
culturas que hay en nuestra escuela.
En el mes de Febrero celebramos el Mes de la
Herencia Afroamericana con dos reuniones.
Aprenderemos un poco más sobre la cultura
Afroamericana por medio de actividades
divertidas y tendremos un pequeño compartir.
¡¡¡Los esperamos !!!!!!
Las próximas reuniones mensuales:
Febrero 10 & 24, Marzo 17, Abril 21,
Mayo 19, Junio 2.

HHA PARENT GROUP
February 10 & 24
8:15 am in the cafeteria

PARENTS UNITED
Our school is very unique and diverse. In this
group we focus on how to strengthen our
community across language and cultural
barriers. We meet once a month and
practice English, Spanish and learn about
the different cultures in our school.
In the month of February we celebrate
Black History Month with two meetings.
We will learn a little more about African
American culture through fun activities.
We look forward to seeing you !!!!!!
Upcoming monthly meetings:
February 10 & 24, March 17,
April 21, May 19, June 2.

FA M I LY A C A D E M I C N I G H T

Black Health and Wellness
THIS YEAR’S THEME:
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Thursday, February 17th, 2022

5:30 - 7:30pm

Please join HHA’s Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Committee as we
acknowledge and celebrate Black History Month at Family Academic Night.
WHAT TO EXPECT:
Dinner catered by Taste
This restaurant
Door Decorating Tour
Fun, engaging activities
and learning stations
Raffle prizes throughout the night

As we celebrate diﬀerent African American ﬁgures
who have paved the way in healthcare, activism, and
education (to name a few!), we ask that all guests
adhere to the current health and safety guidelines.
Everyone should wear a mask when they are in
the gym and throughout the school.
There will be socially distanced space for
guests to take their masks oﬀ to enjoy dinner
in the cafeteria .
To-go containers will be available for families
who prefer to enjoy dinner at home.

RS
VP

To ensure that we have enough healthy and tasty nourishments for
our guests, we ask that you complete the RSVP below and return to
your child’s homeroom teacher by Friday, January 28th.

Student’s Name:

Student’s Homeroom Teacher:

Yes, my student and I plan on attending Family Academic Night
on February 17, 2022.

N O C H E A C A D É M I C A FA M I L I A R

Salud y bienestar Afroamericano
EL TEMA DE ESTE AÑO:
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Jueves 17 de Febrero de 2022

5:30 - 7:30pm

Únase al Comité de la Diversidad, Equidad e Inclusión de HHA para reconocer y
celebrar el Mes de la Historia Afroamericana en la Noche Académica Familiar.
LA NOCHE ACADÉMICA
FAMILIAR INCLUIRÁ:
Cena servido por el
restaurante Taste This
Recorrido de decoración
de puertas
Actividades divertidas y
atractivas y estaciones de
aprendizaje en el gimnasio
Sorteo de premios durante
toda la noche

Mientras celebramos a diferentes ﬁguras afroamericanas
que habrieron camino en la atención médica, el activismo y
la educación (¡por nombrar algunas!), pedimos que todos
los invitados cumplan con las reglas actuales de salud y
seguridad.
Esto signiﬁca que todos deben usar una mascarilla
cuando estén en el gimnasio y en la escuela.
Habrá suﬁciente distanciamiento social para que los
invitados se quiten las mascarillas para disfrutar de la
cena en la cafetería.
Habra contenedores disponibles para las familias que
preﬁeren disfrutar de la cena en casa.

RS
VP

Para asegurarnos de que tengamos suﬁcientes alimentos saludables y sabrosos para nuestros invitados, le pedimos que complete
el RSVP a continuación y lo devuelva al maestro de su hijo antes
del viernes 28 de enero.
Maestra de aula del estudiante:
Nombre de estudiante:

Sí, mi estudiante y yo planeamos asistir a la Noche Académica
Familiar el 17 de febrero del 2022.

Join Hampstead Hill Academy
and

for
Friends and Family Night Out!
Bring this flyer into Tutti Gusti on
Thursday, February 10th
from 3-8pm
10% of Food & Drink purchases
(eat-in or carry out) will be donated to
Hampstead Hill Academy PTO
Come enjoy great food as well as a night out!

Gluten-free options available
Tutti Gusti
3100 Fait Ave, Baltimore 21224
410.534.4040
www.tuttigusti.net

Volunteer Job descriptions fro PTO B3:
Solicit and collect silent Auction donations from area businesses
Organized on spreadsheet maintained by Silent Auction Coordinator
Decorate wine bottles for Mystery Wine in Silent Auction
Collect donations of: chips, pretzels, sodas, Water bottles, cookies, and brownies.
To be used on bingo tables and for dessert table
Sodas given out free at bar areas
Thursday and Friday prior to B3
Donate Chips, Pretzels, sodas, water, cookies, brownies
Drivers
To pick up food donations from restaurant on Saturday midday
Transport items from Storage unit to school Friday
Pick up ice for sodas and beers

Bartender
-upon start of shift be sure your bar is stocked with water, sodas, beers, wine, ice, cups,
napkins, and cash for change.
-Sell Beer and Wine to guests $5 per drink. Be sure to pour wine to indicated line.
-Give water and soda to guests as requested.
-Restock beverages as they run out. Beverages are located in the large kitchen fridge.
-Tips will be given back to PTO/HHA
Reception/Registration Check-in
roles for this shift:
2- check in online guests
2- receive paper tickets
hand out bracelets
hand out bingo bags (with cards, dabber, coozie, and goodies from vendors)
sell additional bingo cards
2- register guests for silent auction
Upon start of your shift, be sure you have the guest check in list, cash for change,
bracelets for guests, good bags, silent auction registration forms, pens, tags for silent
auction numbers.
Choose the role you will take and coordinate with fellow volunteers as to flow of traffic.
Food Service
Upon start of shift, be sure utensils, plates and napkins are ready. Sternos are lit for
warm foods, you have gloves for serving, there are appropriate serving utensils.
Choose a location you wish to serve.

Refill food for your location as needed from Food for Life Kitchen.
Remove empty serving trays to food for life kitchen.
After intermission move food to gym.
At end of food service shifts: put away extra food into large cafeteria refrigerator.
Gather all serving dishes and utensils to food for life kitchen, pitch them or
recycle them.
Gather utensils into large tubs (to be taken for washing next day)
Get rid of food (give, donate, refrigerate) because of mice
Remove table clothes.
Fold tables and stack them against the wall of the cafeteria.
Take full trash bags to loading dock.
Bingo Runner
Upon the start of shift, get a yellow apron and meet with the banker.
Sell extra bing0 tickets- the quickies
confirm winning tickets with Caller
distribute winnings from banker to winner

Banker
Ask Gary and Jay
Silent Auction AttendantStay attentive to silent auction tables, assist and be sure everyone has a number
for bidding
Be sure no items are removed from silent auction tables.
***At close of auction, quickly remove all clipboards from tables.
***Bring clipboards to office for tallying.
Await instruction from silent auction committee chairs(or gathering items won and bringing auction winners to office for payment and
close out).
Snack AttendantSet up desserts at beginning of evening
Fill chip buckets
Refill chip buckets as needed
uncover desserts at intermission of Bingo
monitor dessert table
All supplies are under dessert table

Join the Junior Girl Scouts and participate
in
for the rest of the
school year!
Participating in Meatless Mondays means not eating meat on Mondays! In doing so you can improve
your health and the health of the planet.

 2,500 Gallons of water is used to produce one pound of meat?! And only 216
gallons to produce a pound of vegetables!
 Meatless Monday is supported in over 40 countries and is backed in science and
research by Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health.
 Based on current data and consumption patterns, if everyone on the planet
went without meat one day a week, we could reduce emissions by an estimated
1.0 gigaton per year. That’s equal to taking 273 million cars off the road.
 A diet consisting largely of beef and processed meat increases your risk of heart
problems, heart disease, cancer and obesity.
Here are some resources to learn more about Meatless Mondays:
https://www.mondaycampaigns.org/meatless-monday/about

Brownies learning about water conservation, too!

This is one of our scout’s favorite vegetarian soup recipes:
https://smittenkitchen.com/2017/10/quick-pasta-and-chickpeas-pasta-e-ceci/










2 tablespoons olive oil
2 cloves garlic, peeled and smashed
3 tablespoons tomato paste
1 teaspoon kosher salt, plus more to taste
Freshly ground black pepper or red
pepper flakes, to taste
1 1/2 cups cooked chickpeas (from one
15-ounce can, drained and rinsed)
1/2 cup (2 ounces or 55 grams) uncooked
ditalini pasta (or another small shape)
2 cups (475 ml) water
To finish






2 to 3 tablespoons olive oil (estimate 1
per serving)
1 clove of garlic, peeled and finely
chopped
1 teaspoon minced fresh rosemary
Salt and red pepper flakes

In a medium-large heavy-bottomed
pot or deep sauté pan, heat 2 tablespoons olive
oil until it shimmers. Add 2 smashed cloves of
garlic and cook, stirring until it becomes
lightly, barely browned but very fragrant. Stir
in the tomato paste, salt, and pepper and cook
them with the garlic for 30 seconds or so. Add
the chickpeas, pasta, and boiling water. Stir to
scrape up any browned bits on the bottom of
the pot, lower the heat, and simmer until the
pasta is cooked and a lot of the liquid has
been absorbed, about 15 to 20 minutes. Taste
and adjust seasoning and ladle into bowls.
Make finishing oil: Heat 2 to 3
tablespoons olive oil in a small sauce- or
frying pan over medium-low heat with
remaining clove of garlic, rosemary, a pinch
or two of salt and pepper flakes, until sizzling;
pull it off the heat as soon as the garlic is
going to start taking on color. Drizzle this
over bowls of pasta e ceci and eat it right
away.

Check out these other recipes as well:
https://www.yummly.com/dish/591549/quick-and-easy-meatless-monday-recipes

Community Arts Night!
Please join us on Thursday, March 10, 2022 as we celebrate the arts at HHA.
Musicians will perform from 5:00 - 5:45 in the gym. Gallery walk of artwork and
food pickup will take place in the cafeteria between 5:30 & 6:15. Though we can’t
share a meal as a community, we can build our school family community by supporting
our talented HHA students!
Highlights will include:
● Performances by student musicians.
● Pre-assembled vegetarian lasagna and garlic bread made by the Culinary Arts
Club students. **(Note: Lasagna is assembled but still requires baking!)
○

Ingredients include lasagna, ricotta, tomato sauce, spinach, and cheese.

● Beautiful artwork to admire created by HHA student artists.
Pricing: Lasagna (feeds 4) $10
To reserve your lasagna, please fill out the form below and return it with payment to
Ms. Mitchell by March 3rd, 2022.

Student’s Name: ________________
Student’s Homeroom: _____________
_____ # of lasagnas @ $10 = ______

Total Due (cash or check please)
***Money must accompany order

= _______

¡Noche de Artes de la Comunidad!
Por favor únase a nosotros el jueves, 10 de marzo de 2022
mientras celebramos las artes en HHA. Los músicos actuarán de 5:00 - 5:45 en el
gimnasio. La caminata de galería de obras de arte y la recogida de comida tendrá
lugar en la cafetería entre 5:30 y 6:15. Aunque no podemos compartir una comida
como una comunidad, podemos construir nuestra comunidad de la familia de la escuela
proporcionando algunas actividades divertidas para usted para hacer en casa.
Lo más destacado será:
● Actuaciones de estudiantes de música.
● Lasaña vegetariana premontada y pan de ajo elaborado por los alumnos del Club
de Artes Culinarias.
○

Los ingredientes incluyen lasaña, ricotta, salsa de tomate, espinacas y
queso.

● Hermosas obras de arte para admirar creadas por los estudiantes de HHA.
Precios: de lasaña (para 4 personas) $10
Para reservar su lasaña, por favor llene el formulario de abajo y devuélvase con el
pago a la Sra. Mitchell antes del 3 de marzo de 2022.

Nombre del Estudiante: ___________
Salón del EStudiante: ____________
_____ # de lasaña @ $10 = ______

Total a pagar (efectivo o cheque por favor) = _______
***El dinero debe acompañar el pedido

Patterson Park
Audubon Center
Birding Events
────
Druid Hill Park
Meet at 3001 East Dr.
Saturday, February 19

────
Patterson Park
Meet at the fountain

FEB 19 & 26
BIRDING IN
BALTIMORE

Join us in Druid Hill Park & Patterson Park
Audubon experts lead us in search of avian friends every month in
these two city parks. Experience Winter Birding in Baltimore City!
No experience is necessary – perfect for beginners and experts
alike. Registration is required and Audubon’s COVID-19 rules
must be followed by all participants.

Saturday, February 26

────
8:00 – 9:30 AM
FREE!
Registration required!
All ages & experience
levels welcome.

Visit patterson.audubon.org/events

FOLLOW US + TAG US
www. facebook.com/
PattersonParkAudubonCenter

for info & to register.

@audubon_pattersonpark
patterson.audubon.org

Kerplunk! Saturday Family Drop-In Art Class
In person - Creative Alliance, Marquee Lounge
SATURDAYS | JAN 29 - APR 9 | NOON - 3PM | All Ages
FREE!
Kerplunk! Family Art Drop-in class is great for younger kids and
families! Come join us in the Creative Alliance Marquee Lounge to
create some art projects based on current exhibitions and fun crafts!
Feb 5: Painting with Sand
Feb 12: Valentine's Votives
Feb 19: Handmade Mini-sketchbooks from marbled paper
Feb 26: String Art
Covid protocols in place: masks on the entire time and separated
tables.

Enoch Pratt Free Library
Canton Branch
1030 S. Ellwood Ave

February 2022 Children's Programs
Take & Make Kits
Kindness Kit
Ages 3+.
Make a kindness kit with a no-sew hand warmer, hand-made cards, and a yarn-art heart
to share with others—or to show kindness to yourself.
Available starting February 1.
DIY Bouncy Ball
Ages 6+.
Make your own colorful bouncy balls.
Available starting February 1.
Dinosaur Madness
Ages 3+.
Explore the world of dinosaurs with a variety of hands-on activities, including making
fossils, designing your own dinosaur, and building a dinosaur diorama.
Available starting February 15.
All Take & Make Kits are first come, first served, while supplies last.

Interactive Movie Kits
Toy Story
Play along with Woody, Buzz, and the rest of the Toy Story friends with our interactive
movie kit. Each kit includes crafts, props, and directions for activities to do while you
watch the movie. Available starting February 1.
All Interactive Movie Kits are first come, first served, while supplies last.

Quick Crafts
Throughout the month, we’ll have a variety of quick crafts set up in our Children’s Book
section. Come by the branch any time during open hours to make a quick craft!

STEAM to Go Kits
Our new STEAM to Go kits pair a children's book with materials and activities to explore
topics in science, technology, engineering, art, and math.
Kits can be checked out from any Pratt branch for up to 3 weeks.
For more information and to see the complete list of kits,
visit https://www.prattlibrary.org/books-and-more/steam-to-go.

Pratt on YouTube
Get storytimes, crafts, kids’ cooking projects, special performances, and more—all on
demand! Check out Pratt’s YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/user/enochprattlibrary/videos

free TO BMORE
your journey starts here

#atthepratt

Baltimore native and Newbery Honor winner Carole Boston Weatherford
profiles hometown hero Elijah Cummings in The Faith of Elijah Cummings:
The North Star of Equal Justice. This new children’s book focuses on breaking
barriers, serving others, and leading for change. Dr. Maya Rockeymoore
Cummings will join Carole to share about Congressman Cummings’ life,
work, and legacy. Join us in celebrating the launch of this book!
Have a question for Carole Boston Weatherford that you’d like answered
during the program? Email your question(s) to events@prattlibrary.org.
This program will be streamed on the Enoch Pratt Free Library Facebook
page and the Enoch Pratt Free Library YouTube page. A recording of this
program will be available for 24 hours after the event.

The free educational and cultural programs at Pratt
libraries are made possible by the generous support
of donors to the Enoch Pratt Free Library.

prattlibrary.org

free TO BMORE
your journey starts here

#atthepratt

Celebrate Black History Month
For complete information on attending virtual programs, visit prattlibrary.org.

Janice the Griot
Thursday, February 3, 4:30 p.m.
Facebook & YouTube

Take & Make:
A Celebration of
Romare Bearden
The month of February,
while supplies last

Carole Boston
Weatherford
Thursday, February 17
6:00 p.m.
Facebook & YouTube

Wit Kit: Black History
Activity Booklet
The month of February,
while supplies last
Forest Park Branch

Waverly Branch

Take & Make:
Celebrate Black History
Month Magnets

Black Egg-cellence
Fact Find

February 15 – 28, while
supplies last
Cherry Hill Branch

Southeast Anchor Library,
Children’s Department

The free educational and cultural programs at Pratt libraries are made possible
by the generous support of donors to the Enoch Pratt Free Library.

The month of February

prattlibrary.org

free TO BMORE
#atthepratt

your journey starts here

Children & Family Programs
For complete information on attending virtual programs, visit prattlibrary.org.

What Happened This
Month? News Quiz
for Kids
Monday, January 3, 4:30 p.m.
Monday, February 7, 4:30 p.m.

Janice the Griot
Thursday, February 3, 4:30 p.m.
Facebook & YouTube

Facebook & YouTube

Healthy Little Cooks:
Power Up Your Food!

Music With Mr. Jon

Tuesday, January 11, 4:30 p.m.
Tuesday, February 8, 4:30 p.m.

Facebook & YouTube

Friday, February 11, 10:30 a.m.

Facebook & YouTube

Dancing Through
the Day with Laura
Schandelmeier
Saturday, January 15, 10:00 a.m.
Zoom

Carole Boston
Weatherford
Thursday, February 17
6:00 p.m.
Facebook & YouTube

Musical Storytelling
with the Mount Vernon
Virtuosi Chamber
Orchestra

Quynn Johnson’s
Tap Live!

Wednesday, February 2, 11:00 a.m.

Zoom

Saturday, February 19
10:00 a.m.

Facebook & YouTube

The free educational and cultural programs at Pratt libraries are made possible
by the generous support of donors to the Enoch Pratt Free Library.

prattlibrary.org

VARIOUS LOCATIONS IN YOUR COMMUNITY!

HEAD START

Early Childhood Education Programs

NOW ENROLLING!
Tuition Free, high-quality care
Clean and safe environment with credentialed
teachers and in-person learning
Low student to instructor ratio
Breakfast, lunch and snacks daily
Samsung Galaxy Tablet (Lending Library)
Family job search assistance
Family tuition support for continued education
AGES 6 WEEKS TO 2 YEARS

AGES 3-4 YEARS

Early Head Start

Head Start

3 LOCATIONS

6 LOCATIONS

Visit

headstartbaltimore.org
NOW to register!

¡VARIAS UBICACIONES EN SU COMUNIDAD!

PROGRAMA HEAD START
Programas educativos de temprana edad
¡ACEPTANDO INSCRIPCIONES DESDE AHORA!
Servicios de aprendizaje gratuito a niños con
atención de alta calidad
Entorno limpio y seguro con acreditadas profesores y
aprendizaje presencial
Pocos estudiantes por cada instructor
Desayuno, almuerzo y refacciones todos los días
Tableta Samsung Galaxy (Prestada por la Biblioteca)
Asistencia a la familia para la búsqueda de un empleo
Apoyo a la familia de la matrícula para la educación continua

EDADES DESDE LAS 6 SEMANAS
HASTA LOS 2 AÑOS PROGRAM

Early Head Start

3-4 AÑOS

Head Start
6 UBICACIONES

3 UBICACIONES

¡Visite

headstartbaltimore.org
AHORA para registrarse!

Milk Options:
1% White Milk, Fat
Free White Milk and
sometimes Fat Free
Chocolate Milk and Fat
Free Strawberry Milk

