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 A Note from Principal Hornbeck – I have the Best Job in Maryland!  

 

Why is being HHA’s principal so great after nearly 20 years?  Talented teachers, 

engaged parents, and the best students in Maryland make HHA the place to work. 

I take pride in seeing our volleyball, basketball and soccer teams compete, middle 

school community circles, judging outstanding National History Day projects, 

hearing the HHA Players practice for the spring musical, cheering on our chess 

champions, listening to the sounds of musicians practicing as I walk the building, 

hosting record numbers of prospective families for our annual group tour, seeing 

students at recess on the playground and in the park, fist-bumping a dozen kids on 

the greentop each morning, and watching parents at “the wall” say “have a great 

day.”  Can you imagine having a job like that?  I can and I do!                  
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Baltimore, Maryland 21224 
410.396.9146 tel.    410.396.3637 fax 
www.hha47.org   
 
Matt Hornbeck, Principal  
principalhornbeck@hha47.org 
 
Mike Lucas, Assistant Principal  
assistantprincipallucas@hha47.org 
  
Amata Anderson, Assistant Principal 
assistantprincipalanderson@hha47.org 
 
Fanta Kamara, Assistant Principal 
assistantprincipalkamara@hha47.org  
 
Hampstead Hill Academy is operated by the Baltimore Curriculum 
Project, a local nonprofit organization celebrating more than a 
decade of service and student learning in Baltimore. 
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VISION STATEMENT 
Hampstead Hill seeks to be a safe, nurturing, diverse, 

family-friendly neighborhood school with rigorous, 

effective academic programs and exciting, engaging 

extracurricular activities. We believe all parents want 

the same thing for their children: more and better 

opportunities for college and career. We believe in 

the importance of the arts, and we want our students 

to be great communicators, listeners and writers. Our 

students will be forward thinkers, persistent, 

responsible, caring, dependable and healthy members 

of the greater community.  

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Hampstead Hill Academy is a neighborhood public 

charter school that exists to educate children living in 

both our attendance area and throughout Baltimore 

City. Our talented staff uses research-based 

curriculum to develop and implement rigorous lesson 

plans that continuously raise the academic bar for our 

students. Our whole school community is dedicated 

to working together to challenge our students to 

succeed in a fair, consistent, just and joyful learning 

environment. 

 

Welcome to Hampstead Hill Academy! 
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• 2/1, Early Release Day – Students are dismissed at 12:35 pm 

• 2/7, PTO Meeting 7 pm 

• 2/8, Padres Unidos/Parents United Meeting 8:15 am  

• 2/10, Funnel Cake Sales After School 

• 2/14 – 2/20, Random Acts of Kindness Week 

• 2/15, Deadline to Apply for the HHA Lottery  

• 2/15, School Family and Community Council                                            
Budget Review Meeting 3 pm 
 

• 2/16, School Musical First Show 7 pm 

• 2/17, School Closed – Staff Professional Development 

• 2/17, School Musical Second Show 7 pm 

• 2/18, School Musical Third Show 1 pm; Fourth Show 7 pm 

• 2/20, School Closed – Presidents’ Day 

• 2/23, Family Academic Night at the Museum 5:30 pm 

• 2/24, PTO Happy Hour 6 pm 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

DOCUMENTATION NEEDED FOR YOUR STUDENT 

It is important that you complete a student packet for each one of your children. Inside, the packet you will 

find the following: 

• Student Information Form – 2022 – 2023 School Year 

• 2022 – 2023 School Year Parent/Guardian Consent 

Form and COVID Awareness Agreement 

• Federal Impact Aid Annual Parent - Student Survey 

• Parent Contract Agreement Signature Form 

• Student Contracts for the 2022 – 2023 School Year 

Please review all of this information carefully. When you have completed all forms, please return to your 
child’s homeroom teacher or the main office. Keep the student contracts at home for future reference. 

Thank you if you have already completed the forms! 

 

STUDENT PACKETS CAN BE PICKED UP IN THE MAIN OFFICE! 

IMPORTANT DATES THIS MONTH  

 
What’s Inside… 
 
Top News Stories  page 3 
• Current HHA information along with 

upcoming events 

 
News from the Teams  page 9 
• What your child is doing in class along 

with resource, enrichment and ESOL 
information 

 
Club/Activities News  page 16 
• Updates and announcements for the many 

clubs offered at HHA 

 
Family Information  page 17 
• Issues important to our parents on a 

variety of subjects 

 
PTO News  page 20 
• News from the Parent/Teacher 

Organization at HHA 

 
 

PLEASE CHECK  

HTTPS://HHA47.ORG/PARENT-STUDENT-CALENDAR/  

FOR THE PARENT AND STUDENT ACTIVITIES CALENDARS             
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HHA TOP PERFORMER ON MCAP TESTS 

Woo woo! Based on Baltimore Banner data, HHA is #1 in City Schools in middle school reading (69%) and middle school math (30%). We are #3 in 
elementary school reading (58%) and #7 in elementary school math (37%). We also crushed the Maryland State average in both reading (44%) and 
math (22%). The June 2022 administration of the MCAP is the first full state assessment since the pandemic, and this is the first time school-level 
results have been released since 2019. All that from HHA, a neighborhood school with no entrance criteria as well as large populations of first-
generation college-bound students and first-generation American students. Credit goes to amazingly talented teachers, great content, hard-
working kids, restorative practices and the Baltimore Curriculum Project! Congrats, and thank you to parents for choosing HHA. Let’s gooooo! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: https://www.thebaltimorebanner.com/education/k-12-schools/mcap-tests-pass-rates-baltimore-city-county-
7CR5GH2B3BFXJOYNJF2TUMQREA/ 
 
 

BUDGET OUTLOOK 

Over the next few weeks, the 2023-2024 school budget will be developed. A budget survey was sent to parents to gather HHA family input on 
potential budget priorities. Currently, HHA receives approximately $10,000 per K - 8 pupil, with Prek resources coming in the form of staff rather 
than per pupil dollars. We are projected to serve 860 students overall, with 818 K - 8 students. This represents a flat enrollment from this year to 
next. However, we always admit students who reside within our attendance area so the final number will fluctuate. HHA’s budget for next year is 
more than $8M. Funding over the next few years will vary as Annapolis fine tunes the Blueprint/Kirwan formula to better address the needs of low-
income students by more accurately counting students, especially immigrant students living in lower income households. There will be a 
presentation for the school community to review the budget with Mr. Hornbeck on Wednesday, February 15th at 3 pm. Please plan to join us. 
 

 

 

 
 
 

TOP NEWS STORIES  
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PARENTS ARE INVITED TO JOIN US FOR THE SCHOOL FAMILY AND COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING 
BUDGET REVIEW 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15TH AT 3 PM  
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SIXTH ANNUAL NATIONAL HISTORY DAY PROJECT FAIR 
The sixth Annual HHA National History Day (NHD) Project Fair was the best yet. Every HHA middle school student takes honors social studies, which 
requires participation in NHD, a nationally recognized program designed to foster in-depth research, public presentation practice and writing skills 
that our students will need in high school, college and on the job. More than 25 judges were invited to discuss and grade the projects. Every judge, 
including a historian, foundation program officer, business leaders, former HHA staff and current staff came away very impressed with the student 
work. The NHD theme this year was “Frontiers in History: People, Places, and Ideas”. Four of our top performing groups will go to the districtwide 
competition, and hopefully, to the Maryland State competition. Special thanks to middle school teachers Jason Farber, Kat Locke-Jones, Kevin Ball, 
and Amy Kosmer for working with more than 270 students on 98 projects to produce such great projects and to middle school Academic Coach 
Matt Cobb for coordinating everything, supporting teachers and being lead on the project fair! Special thanks to HHA’s Urban Teacher resident 
Michael Marinelli for his work and support as well.  
 
A personal note from John McGill at the Baltimore Curriculum Project…As one of the judges, a role I have played for many years, I want to say that 
the 8th grade projects were the best I have seen from our students. I saw and heard five teams of students on January 20th and all were confident, 
knowledgeable, interested and interesting. The range and diversity of topics was impressive! Congratulations to the teachers, Mr. Cobb and the 
students for their fine work! 
 

Top NHD Honors Go To . . .  
 
Finalists - Documentary 
A New Frontier: The Great Khan - Gus Juknevicius, Najee Randolph  
Alan Turing’s Frontier: Cracking the Code - Dez Horvath, Emmanuel Dominguez, Beck Medlin 
 
Finalists - Exhibit 
Daniel Hale Williams: Open Heart Surgery - Una Zelic, Noemi Zaragoza- Cardoso,           
Elisavet Filippou 
Filming Frontier: Snow White - Corbyn Smith, Teaghan Rogers, Quinn Rogers 
 
Finalists - Website 
Assembling Frontier: Henry Ford & the Assembly Line - Rex Lears, Gavin Fraser 
Charles Darwin: Evolutionary Frontier - Bryan Alvarez-Blanca, Melvin Cruz-Juan 
 
 

FEBRUARY IS THE 47TH ANNIVERSARY OF 

NATIONAL AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY 

MONTH 
If you have not already visited the National Museum of African American History and 
Culture in Washington, DC, now is a good time to visit! The museum is the only national 
museum devoted exclusively to the documentation of African American life, history and 
culture. It was established by an Act of Congress in 2003, following decades of efforts to 
promote and highlight the contributions of African Americans. To date, the museum has 
collected more than 36,000 artifacts, and nearly 100,000 individuals have become 
charter members. The Museum opened to the public in 2016 as the 19th and newest 
museum of the Smithsonian Institution. Check out 

https://www.si.edu/events/HeritageMonth for a complete list of activities being held in February to celebrate National African American History 
month. 
 

NATIONAL AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH                 

CELEBRATION AT HHA 
HHA’s Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Committee is organizing and sponsoring a variety of activities to celebrate the accomplishments of many 
famous African American men and women. On Thursday, February 23rd from 5:30-7:30 pm, we invite you to attend the Family Academic Night at 
the Museum.  Students will choose an African-American historical figure and bring that person to life at the museum. Families will enjoy watching 
and listening to HHA students discuss the achievements and contributions of these prominent figures. This will be a free event to HHA families. In 
addition, there will be a door decorating contest showcasing African-American historical figures such as Wilma Rudolph, Billy Holiday, Shirley 
Jackson, Ricard Allen and dozens of other African Americans who have led and enriched our nation over the years. Families will take a door tour 
and cast their ballot for the best decorated doors. In addition, each morning, announcements will be made featuring information on famous 
African-American individuals.    
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HAMPSTEAD HILL PLAYERS MUSICAL 2023                                       
Wildcats everywhere!  Disney’s High School Musical JR. will be featured at HHA from Thursday, February 16, 2023, through Saturday,           
February 18, 2023. The fun-filled musical, designed for middle school-aged performers, is based on the 2006 Disney Channel Original Movie and the 
subsequent National Tour. The Hampstead Hill Players cast includes more than 30 students in grades 4 - 8.  

Here is a summary of the play: The audition notice is posted for East High’s spring musical, and superstar athlete Troy and science whiz Gabriella 
secretly want to try out. Will their dreams be thwarted as they navigate the cliques of East High? Adapted for young performers, this musical 
includes favorite High School Musical songs such as “Get’cha Head in the Game,” “Stick to the Status Quo,” and “We’re All in This Together.” With 
its inspiring message of friendship, self-discovery and teamwork, you’ll be singing and cheering with the cast and crew of High School Musical JR. 

Tickets will go on sale to our school community on Monday, February 6, 2023. All tickets will be sold on the new Hampstead Hill Players’ website. 
Information on how to access the new website will be sent via email and posted on ClassDojo and Facebook on Monday, February 6, 2023. If you 
have any questions, please contact Mrs. Kaminaris at mkaminaris@verizon.net 
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CAST OF HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL JR.                                               
Everyone is very excited about the upcoming performance of High School Musical JR. The cast and crew have 
been working so hard and cannot wait to show off their talents on stage. Special thanks go to all the parents of 
the young actors and tech crew for making sure their child attends every scheduled rehearsal. Each member 
of the cast is vital to the success of the show. There are only 12 more rehearsals before it is show time, 
so PLEASE continue to make rehearsals a priority.  
 
Parents are needed to volunteer during dress rehearsals as well as help during each performance. If anyone is 
interested in helping with hair, make-up and costume changes, please see Mrs. Kaminaris or email her 
at mkaminaris@verizon.net.

SECOND QUARTER REPORT 

CARDS 
Second quarter report cards have been sent home with 
all students. As a reminder, report cards are also mailed 
to the home address. We are very proud of the academic 
accomplishments of all of our girls and boys, especially 
those achieving honor roll and the principal’s list in 
elementary grades and LGP leadership levels in middle 
grades. Remember to celebrate your child’s academic 
accomplishments. Spend time with him/her reading, 
taking a walk, playing a game, seeing a movie, throwing a 
ball, baking or shopping. Children need your attention, 
and they want to please you. Your time and attention is 
the most important thing you have to offer. 
 

LGP RECOGNITION 

CEREMONY 
Congratulations to 210 or so middle school students who 
achieved a leadership level second quarter and were 
recognized at a special ceremony. Great fun was had by 
our leaders snow-tubing in Pennsylvania. The Leaders Go 
Places program encourages students to work hard, get 
good grades, have good behavior, come to school 
regularly and on-time, and complete service-learning 
hours in our community. Student leaders receive 
incentives including pins and special t-shirts. In addition, 
they actually GO PLACES each quarter on special field 
trips that have included Hersheypark in the Dark, college 
tours and snow tubing. To learn more about the LGP 
program, join us at 8:15 am for our weekly LGP assembly 
in the auditorium or speak with LGP Committee Chair 
and Middle School Academic Coach Matt Cobb.
 

ATTENDANCE AT HHA 
Ensuring that teachers and students are together for 
teaching and learning is all about attendance. We have 
860 students and more than 100 staff members. The 
good news is that our staff attendance is very high this 
year. However, more than 130 students have missed 10 or more days so far this year. The challenging news is unprecedented, and we’re only 
about half-way through the school year. Take a look at your child’s 2nd quarter report card. If she/he has missed more than 10 days of school, that 
is more than double the maximum amount of time the State of Maryland anticipates a child may be absent from school. HHA has a progressive 
attendance policy. You will receive notice of your child’s poor attendance through phone calls, report cards, correspondence and/or home visits. 
Please remember to call school to let us know whenever your child is sick and will be late or absent AND send a written excuse to your child’s 
homeroom teacher. Seek out Guidance Counselor Marissa Lightkep or Director of Restorative Practices Steve Plunk if you have questions about our 
attendance policy. 

Sign up for Busy Bees Summer Camp at 

https://forms.gle/uizUZmYD6hVjLs5W9  
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HOW TO FIND OUT IF SCHOOLS ARE CLOSED DUE TO BAD WEATHER 
To find out if we are closed for bad weather, you can sign up for updates via email, twitter, and Facebook at 
https://www.baltimorecityschools.org/inclement-weather. Well before daybreak, staff from City Schools' Operations Office checks road conditions, 
neighborhood sidewalks, school parking lots and school walkways. They also talk with staff from the Baltimore City Department of Transportation, 
the Maryland Mass Transit Administration and local weather forecasters. City Schools' CEO or designee reviews all the information and makes the 
decision whether to open schools on time, delay opening schools for two hours or close schools. The CEO/designee also decides whether 
conditions are severe enough to close or delay opening the district offices at 200 E. North Avenue. Schools and offices remain open if, based on the 
conditions and weather forecasts, it is determined that students and staff can travel safely to their school or office. Special notes about delayed 
openings and early dismissals: 
 
● Schools may open two hours late when travel conditions at 5 am are determined to be unsafe but are expected to improve. 

● When travel conditions are safe at 5 am but are forecast to deteriorate, an initial announcement of a two-hour delayed opening may be made. 

In this case, depending on how the weather develops, there may be a subsequent decision to close schools. If a reassessment of travel, school-

building or weather conditions indicates that schools should remain closed for the day, an announcement (following the initial delay 

announcement) will be made by 7 am (or as soon as practicable) announcing City Schools is now closed for the day. If you learn of a delayed 

opening, please check the Baltimore City Public School website, Twitter, Facebook or local media right before beginning your trip to school, to 

make sure there has been no further change in schedule. 

● A delayed opening means that all morning half-day early learning programs are canceled, and school breakfast will not be served. 

● When schools open as scheduled and weather subsequently deteriorates, schools may close early—usually 2.5 hours ahead of the regularly 

scheduled dismissal time. Announcements regarding unscheduled early dismissals will be made via Class DoJo, emails, Facebook and local 

media. This announcement will be made as soon as transportation can be arranged for students who travel on City Schools-provided buses. 

● When schools close early, afternoon early learning programs, extended-day and after-school programs and all interscholastic athletic events 

are canceled, but lunch is served to all students before leaving school. 

HHA IS NOW ACCEPTING PROSPECTIVE STUDENT INFORMATION 

FORMS FOR THE 2023-2024 SCHOOL YEAR 
Spread the word to family and friends that information is now being accepted for prospective students for the 2023-2024 school year. You can 
submit your form for PreKindergarten, the HHA Lottery or a child who is in-zone and plans to attend HHA for the 22-23 school year. Visit this link 
https://hha47.org/admissions/ for detailed information and to complete an interest form. 
 
A public lottery will be held on Thursday, March 2, 2023 at 3 pm via Zoom. A Kindergarten – Grade 8 Prospective Student Lottery/Interest Form 
2023-2024 form must be submitted by Wednesday, February 15, 2023 at 3 pm to be eligible for the HHA lottery. Watch the lottery live at the link 
below: 
 
Join Zoom Meetinghttps://us02web.zoom.us/j/7668667281?pwd=Tk0xSXR5SU9FSUs3bmxicnNrMkF0Zz09 
Meeting ID: 766 866 7281 
Passcode: 453812    

POVERTY AWARENESS 
In January, HHA raised awareness of the issue of poverty 
in our community. Under the direction of Ms. Villa, a 
diaper and wipe drive was held from January 17 - 26. 
Thank you so much to everyone who donated diapers 
and/or wipes, and the student volunteers who helped 
collect the donations. A big shout-out to Mr. Joyner for 
delivering the donations to ShareBaby each day after 
school! Special thanks to Ms. Villa for her efforts to make 
this donation drive a huge success!  
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NEWS FROM THE HHA CHARTER OPERATOR 

BALTIMORE CURRICULUM PROJECT 
On Monday, January 23rd, nearly 300 teachers 
and staff from the six BCP schools came 
together for professional development and community celebration during the annual Winter 
Assembly!  Twenty-seven different workshops were offered to participants, some led by HHA staff, 
on a variety of topics based on staff's needs and interests. In the afternoon at the annual Leading 
Minds Symposium, BCP brought together a panel of experts to discuss violence prevention and the 
role of the school. The day concluded by awarding the 2023 Brenda Kahn Memorial Award for 
Educational Excellence to HHA math teacher, Brian White. This award, named in honor of long-time 
BCP/BCPSS educator and friend Brenda Kahn, who passed away in the summer of 2019, is given 
annually in her honor to the BCP educator who has demonstrated over a lengthy period those 
qualities that Brenda Kahn exemplified: Academic Expertise and Excellence, Integrity, Perseverance, 
Collegiality and High-Quality Instructional skills. Congratulations Mr. White! 
 
For additional reading, please visit  
https://www.wypr.org/wypr-news/2023-01-24/baltimore-education-experts-gather-at-morgan-
state-to-share-classroom-violence-prevention-
trategies?fbclid=IwAR0mmAh8Ovw7X00KA0vA81EC6WLQLGwfMD5WGrp1tawIY3VEpOFGyBq_M2Y  
 

 
 

ARE YOU SMARTER THAN A BCP 

STUDENT? 
Parents and supporters! We are reaching out to invite you to join in 
a unique fundraising opportunity to support two great organizations 
– Hampstead Hill Academy and the Baltimore Curriculum Project. 
On Thursday, April 20th, Baltimore Curriculum Project will host their 
annual fundraiser and student celebration at the Baltimore Museum 
of Industry. Enjoy a night out while supporting BCP’s six charter 
schools. Kickoff the night with cocktails and hors d’oeuvres and live 
music performed by Hampstead Hill Academy’s student orchestra. 
Test your knowledge while cheering on a panel of BCP students as 
they compete against local celebrities, answering trivia questions 
from the schools’ curriculum. 
  
After the show, enjoy dinner and dessert and learn more about all 
the exciting happenings at BCP's six charter schools. All proceeds 
from the Are You Smarter Than a BCP Student? fundraiser will be 
used towards supports for our schools such as: professional 
development, onsite coaching, materials and resources, etc. This 
year, $10 of every ticket purchased by your community will come 
back to your school directly to be used as general funds. Get to 
experience a fun and festive night out AND support Hampstead Hill 
Academy! Here how to make sure tickets get credited to your 
school: 
 
1. Go to https://www.baltimorecp.org/our-approach/smarter-

than-bcp/ to purchase tickets online.  

2. At checkout, be sure to list your school’s name under the 

question “Who are you cheering on?” 

Can’t attend but you would like to support the event or send your 
favorite teacher(s)? Please email Brianna Kaufman at bkaufman@baltimorecp.org. 
Thank you for your continued support, and we look forward to seeing you at the event! 

Mr. White is the recipient of the 2023 
Brenda Kahn Memorial Award 
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PREK  
Ms. Klenk and Ms. Kaminaris:  Students will be hard at work in February learning about animals (with a 
focus on arctic animals), the season of winter and numbers 1-10. They will celebrate Black History 
Month, Valentine's Day and the 100th day of school. Please stay tuned for more information about the 
100th day of school in PreK. Please continue to check folders daily for important information, and 
remove papers that have been sent home. As a reminder, please send your child to school with a warm 
coat each day. If you are in need of a heavier winter coat, please see your child's classroom teacher. All 
scarves, hats, gloves, mittens and coats should be labeled with your child's name. Also, many students 
are in need of a new set of "extra clothing" in case of an accident. Check to make sure your student 
always has an extra set of school-appropriate and seasonally appropriate clothing with his or her name 
on it! Thank you for all you do at home! 
 

KINDERGARTEN  
Ms. Maciel, Ms. Wallis and Ms. Villa:  Students will begin to learn about the parts of plants, the life 
cycles and what they need to grow. In math, students have been working on numbers to 20, addition 
and subtraction facts and have started working on word problems. They are also progressing well in the 
reading program. If your student comes home with a red reading book, please make sure to have them 
read the assigned story three times and fill in the reading log. Students are getting ready to celebrate 
the 100th day of school. The 100th day of school will take place on February 7, 2023. Students will 
celebrate this milestone in grand style. They will have many hands-on activities to celebrate this day. To 
help make this day special, teachers would like each student to make a 100th day project. Your child will 

need to collect and count 100 items. They will 
need to arrange and display the 100 items in an interesting and creative way. A few ideas for 
things to count are cotton balls, stickers, buttons, beads or Legos. Some suggestions for 
displaying your project are gluing the items on a poster board or a paper plate, putting them 
inside a box or other container or attaching them on a shirt. Feel free to Google search 
"100th day projects" for even more ideas. Each student will have the opportunity to present 
their project in class on Tuesday, February 7th. 

NEWS FROM THE TEAMS  
 

HOW HHA COMMUNICATES WITH FAMILIES 

HHA uses the following ways to communicate with families: 
 

• Post a monthly news magazine. This is a comprehensive document with information from Mr. Hornbeck, staff, club 

coordinators, community partners, etc. The magazine is posted monthly at www.hha47.org  

• Send out parent emails – please sign up to receive emails at www.hha47.org 

• Post information on the HHA Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/HampsteadHillAcademy/  

• Check out the HHA website at www.hha47.org  

• Parent and Student Calendars at https://hha47.org/calendar-of-student-parent-events/ - You can set to view in week, 

month or agenda. 

• Class DoJo – for parent/teacher communication. Check with your child’s teacher for information on how to join. 

• Staff emails – List of staff email addresses is located at https://hha47.org/staff-contact-roster/  

• Parentlink phone calls  

• Not sure where to find what, email Ms. Swann at gswann@hha47.org or Ms. Mittenthal at cmittenthal@hha47.org  

 

Sign up to receive HHA emails at 
www.hha47.org.  Look for the icon on the 
front page of the website at the bottom. 
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Curled up and cozy as Leonardo 
and Afzal return from Goucher 

College after seeing         
Rainbow Fish 
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GRADE 1  
Ms. Bierley, Ms. Clary and Ms. Munoz: The students had a fantastic 
time at Port Discovery. They were able to explore the exhibits using 
their five senses. The first-grade team would like to thank all of the 
chaperones for their support. Report cards will be sent home shortly. 
Please make sure you carefully read your child’s report card. If you 
would like to schedule a conference to discuss the report card or any 
other concerns or questions, please contact your child’s teacher. This 
month, students will celebrate the 100th day of school in their math 
classes. It is currently scheduled for Monday, February 6th without 
snow days. Each class will do activities related to 100! Make sure to 
ask your child what they did on the 100th day of school. With the 
weather being cold and the kids going outside every day, make sure 
your child has a warm coat and hat and gloves that are labeled with 
their name. Additionally, please have your child practice tying their 
shoes. This will allow students to develop independence and move 
safely around the building.  
 

GRADE 2  
Ms. Bonner, Ms. Douglas and Ms. Zoll: February is full of FUN! This 
month, students will celebrate the 100th day of school and take a trip 
to Port Discovery on February 15th. Remember that your student must 
bring a healthy snack every day due to their late lunch period. Also, 
make sure to check your student's folder every night, as well as Class 
Dojo, for important information. Teachers are so proud of everyone's 
hard work and progress this year! 
 

GRADE 3  
Reading – Ms. Knudsen: Students have worked on writing first-hand and second-hand accounts, reading informational texts about animals, space 
and different countries and learning the elements of poems. They have also been practicing for MCAP. Students had a great time at winter 
Audubon and at an in-school field trip from Aquapartners. They are also working with the SEL program Second Step. In the next unit, students will 
figure out how to deal with big emotions. Please continue to encourage your child to use their IXL skill plan to firm skills for reading and MAP 
testing. 
 
Language/Science/Social Studies - Ms. Satterlee: Students have been writing longer and more complicated passages, and have started writing 
multiple paragraphs. They finished the social studies program by studying introductory civics. Next will be science. 
 
Math - Mr. Bradbury: Students are well into the fraction’s unit. They are finding equivalent fractions and comparing fractions with unlike 
denominators. They are also using their understanding of fractions to accurately measure items to the nearest eighth of an inch. Students have 
made fantastic progress so far this year. Many have memorized the times tables and are able to complete all 100 problems in less than five 
minutes! The times table for 6, 7, 8 and 9 are the toughest to remember. Extra multiplication practice at home is greatly encouraged. Here are a 
few example problems students have worked on in class. They developed several different strategies to solve each problem. 
 
 
 
 

Kindergarten students are happy learning and being together 

First grade 
students had fun 

exploring and 
learning at Port 

Discovery 
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GRADE 4  
Reading – Ms. Conrad: The Lilies just finished reading The Wizard of Oz and learned about story themes. The Carnations and Sunflowers just 
finished reading Persephone and learned about Greek mythology. All students have been working on concepts like main idea and summarizing. 
Students have a book report due at the end of each month. Please check that your child is working on this at home as a part of their homework. In 
addition, Ms. Conrad returned from maternity leave and is looking forward to teaching students for the rest of the year. 
 
Langua ge/Social Studies - Ms. Richardson: Students are still mastering subjects, predicates, nouns and verbs. They are now able to identify, verb 
tenses, present, past, present progressive and past progressive. They are also 
working on writing dialogue, by quoting characters in a story. Social studies ended 
with students learning briefly about the American revolution. They have now started 
science. In the first unit, students will learn about soil, rocks and landforms.  
 

Math – Ms. Ruiz: Students completed Unit Four: Operations on Fractions and are now 
working on Unit 5: Measurement Conversions. In this unit, students will be required 
to make unit conversions, find fractions of units and create compound units (e.g. 25 
inches is equal to 2 feet 1 inch). To extend their learning in this unit, students will 
complete a student choice math enrichment project. They have started to develop 
these projects, and are doing a great job! To continue to enhance learning across all 
concepts, students complete extension activities on IXL, Google Classroom and Eisel. 

GRADE 5    

Reading – Ms. Pellegrini: The Owls and Robins completed their novel study of Walk Two Moons. They are currently working on the third portfolio 
project - writing a five-paragraph literary essay. The Pandas are nearing the end of their novel study, Sara Crewe. They are studying concepts such as 
figurative language, story structure and main idea as they work through this text. At the conclusion of the novel, the Pandas will also complete a 
portfolio project using what they have learned. Please check in with your child about their weekly reading homework to help them build good study 
habits at home. 

Science – Ms. Ruppenthal:  This month, students will complete Unit 2, the Earth and Sun. The final part of the unit studies the methods of 
transferring heat as well as parts of the water cycle. Once Unit 2 is completed, students will learn about mixtures and solutions. They will separate 
mixtures using tools like magnets, funnels, screens, etc. They will also compare the solubility of substances in water, identify an unknown substance 
based on the properties of solubility, and observe and compare reactants and products of several chemical reactions.  

Math – Ms. O’Connor:  Recently, students have just started Module 4 of Eureka Math, called Multiplication and Division of Fractions and Decimals. 
Within this module, students will learn how fractions and division are related, how to multiply and divide fractions, and how to create and interpret 
line plots. Additionally, students will learn about unit conversions with both the metric and customary systems, and will apply these skills to word 
problems. They continue to make excellent growth and progress in class. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Students in Ms. Richardson’s class are learning about verb tenses, present, past, present progressive and past progressive 

5th grade students have fun in Patterson Park on Fun Friday 
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GRADE 6  

Humanities – Mr. Farber: As parents and guardians are surely aware, students just finished their National History Day projects. The projects came 
out amazingly well, and every student should be very proud! Please ask your child to show you their grading rubric. Students have already started 
to bring home their exhibits. Parents/guardians, thank you for all of your support with NHD! Last week, students returned to business as usual in 
English in the Springboard curriculum. They will soon begin a five-paragraph essay on Walk Two Moons or Romeo and Juliet. In social studies, 
students will begin to learn about the ancient civilizations and world cultures. Recently, they completed posters of historically significant African 
Americans for Black History Month. 
 
Math – Ms. Bentil: Students have been tackling challenging order of operations problems (ask your students about GEMDAS!). This month, 
students will factor and expand expressions as well as solve expressions by substituting the variable. By the end of the month, they will begin to 
solve one and two-step equations. 
  
Science – Ms. Poole: It’s hard to believe that students are halfway through the 2022/2023 school 
year and that they are well on their way to mastering this year’s science content.  Students are 
actively engaged in the life science unit and have enjoyed exploring food, energy and food webs. 
They created a working food web, where each person represented a creature in the Great Lakes 
ecosystem. Ask your student who they represented, as well as whom they had direct and indirect 
relationships. They have been using their knowledge of healthy ecosystems to predict what has 
caused the population of lake trout in the Great Lakes to decrease. Students participated in a virtual 
dissection of the sea lamprey and bony fish. What internal organ is the sea lamprey missing and 
why? Ask your child if you’d like to know the answer! 
 

GRADE 7  

Language Arts – Ms. Locke-Jones: Students are incredibly proud of their work for the 2022-2023 
NHD Season. Students will now begin the novel The Giver by Lois Lowry and apply skills learned to 
the writing that will be part of this novel study. The Giver is a coming-of-age novel asking what 
makes a perfect society and what makes a hero. 
 
Social Studies – Mr. Ball: Mr. Ball is excited to be back teaching the 7th grade in quarter three. 
Students have begun learning about the American Revolution, and will begin to examine the 
conditions that led colonists to rebel. Next, they will dive into the Declaration of Independence and 
analyze the principles of government that were expressed in that document. Students will end the 
unit by investigating how the Continental army was able to defeat the much more powerful British 
Empire before looking at the formation of the Constitution and the United States. 
 
Math – Mr. White:  Students will work in the Ratios and Proportional Relationships unit. They will 
compute unit rates with fractions, and will recognize and represent proportional relationships 
between quantities. Students will be able to determine whether two quantities are proportional in 
a data table, coordinate graph and an equation. 
 

GRADE 8  
Language Arts – Ms. Kosmer: Students have finished their last National History Day project.         
Ms. Kosmer is so proud of all the groups and the work that they did on this assignment. The judges 
were very impressed on how well the students knew their topic and how they presented their 
information. In February, students will begin to work on an essay with the essential question being: 
Is College Worth It?  The students will read different articles and analyze different graphs to help 
them create a claim and thesis. They will write the 5-paragraph essay using reasons and textual 
evidence to support their claim.  
 
Pre-Algebra/Algebra 1 – Mr. Pratta: Students will work through Unit 6 - Exponential Functions. In 
this unit, students are introduced to exponential relationships. They will learn that exponential 
relationships are characterized by a constant quotient over equal intervals, and compare them to 
linear relationships which are characterized by a constant difference over equal intervals. They will 
also examine and interpret real-world contexts with quantities that change exponentially. 
 
Science – Mr. Lohrman:  8th grade students are returning to science for the third quarter. This 
quarter is about preparing for the MISA science test which will be taken in mid-March. Students will 
complete short one-week units to hit a variety of standards that will be on the test. The first topic of 
review will be body systems. 

 

Students proudly present their                      
NHD projects 
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LEADERS GO PLACES 
Students just completed another terrific quarter in the HHA 
middle school. Everyone is so proud of the hard-working 
students and staff. There are some incredible numbers to 
share that summarize the middle school’s performance 
averages in the three LGP categories: Leadership, 
Scholarship, and Citizenship.  
 
At the recognition ceremony last month, all of the students 
who achieved a level were celebrated. Special recognition 
was given to: 
 

• 35 students who ROSE to a higher level this quarter 

compared to last;  

• 11 students who achieved a leadership level for the 

first time this year; and,  

• 55 students who achieved PLATINUM level two 

quarters in a row. Those “Double Platinum” students 

received a special LGP Platinum jacket to wear both in 

and out of school to showcase their pride for their 

accomplishments.  

All students who achieved a Leadership Level in Quarter 2 
were invited to attend the Leadership Trip to Roundtop 
Mountain in Pennsylvania. Everyone had a blast tubing for 
hours in the beautiful Pennsylvania mountains!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Below are the overall numbers for the second quarter 
 

Leaders Go Places students had a great time snowtubing at Roundtop Mountain 
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DRAMA  
Ms. Pittman:  Students will learn about African traditions in the arts in order to celebrate Black History Month! Grade PreK – 4 students will use 
knowledge gained in quarter 2 with the origins of masks and will create a papier-mâché mask based on a story telling tribe in Africa. Grade 5 – 8 
students will start to put their performance skills to the test by learning about monologue composition and performance. They will read 
monologues from famous African American playwrights and create a monologue of their own thoughts. This month is an exciting time in 
drama...Drop in and celebrate Black History month through the art of drama. 
 

TECHNOLOGY  

Ms. Sparwasser:  Grade PreK – 2 students are using codeSpark to practice coding and logic. They will start to use Book Creator to develop their own 
books. Grade 3 - 8 students will write original "Choose Your Own Adventure" stories using features in Google Slides to make them interactive. 
 

MUSIC 

Ms. Drake: Throughout the month of February, students will celebrate Black History Month through music. They will learn about some wonderful 
composers from the past and how their music influenced our music today. Students will continue to use their knowledge of instrument families to 
identify the genre of music. 
 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC  
Ms. Alexander: HHA instrumental music students have been busy working on a series of pieces included within the Orchestra and Band Karate 
Challenge. As part of this challenge, students work through a series of pieces that progressively increase in difficulty, with the ultimate goal to 
achieve the Orchestra/Band Karate black belt! On Thursday, February 9th instrumental music students will receive the opportunity to attend a 
Baltimore Symphony Orchestra concert at the Meyerhoff Symphony Hall, which will explore the musical and literary compositions of Black 
composers as a way to celebrate Black History Month! 
 

LIBRARY  
Celebrate Black History Month with amazing 

literature from the HHA library. Encourage your 
student to check out books highlighted 

throughout the library! 
 

 

ART  
Ms. Butcher:  Middle school students have been working on a 
ceramic art unit learning about the Aztec and Mayan culture. They 
created Aztec sun designs and Mayan chocolate vessels out of 
clay, and celebrated their understanding of functional art by 
drinking hot cocoa from the vessels made during art class.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ENRICHMENT  

Students in art class created their clay Aztec cups 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION  

Mr. Edwards:  PreK and kindergarten students will work on spatial 
awareness and locomotor movements. Additionally, they will be 
introduced to rhythm movements to music. Grade 1 – 4 students 
will perform conditioning workouts and cooperative gameplay. 
They will continue to develop movement skills of throwing and 
kicking. Middle school athletes will perform HIIT training 
workouts. They will also develop their own workouts designed for 
their fitness level, and will learn vocabulary terms related to 
exercise (target heart rate, resting heart rate, body weight 
exercises, circuits, repetitions, workout scheduling etc.)  Students 
will discuss ways to be physically active for an entire lifespan. 
 

NATURE EXPLORATION 
Ms. Riorda:  Quarter 2 brings a change to the FFLature curriculum. 
As you will soon hear from the letter being sent home by our 
administration, Ms. Riorda and Ms. Johnson have switched hats to 
ensure all students receive a quarter of health education. Some of the topics that will be covered include healthy relationships, learning about and 
celebrating different kinds of families, bullying, changes to expect during puberty and sexual reproduction and pregnancy. The 3Rs curriculum: 
Rights, Respect, Responsibility lesson plans will be used. If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to an administrator. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SPECIAL EDUCATION  
Ms. Shaffer:  February is National Therapeutic Recreation Month. The National Therapeutic Recreation Society (NTRS) sets aside this month every 
year to raise awareness of therapeutic recreation programs and services for individuals with disabilities. Therapeutic Recreation can aid a wide 
range of clients in Geriatric, Pediatric, Physical Therapy fields and more. 
 

GIFTED AND ADVANCED LEARNING PROGRAM   
Ms. Guitian:  February means it’s time to get curious! What have you always wanted to learn more about?  How can we harness our interests to 
make a difference in the world? These are the questions that GAL students in grades 2, 3 and 4 will ask themselves as they begin to develop their 
own interest-driven projects this month. Students who have done Passion Projects have eagerly anticipated this moment, and those who have 
never done one before are in for a big treat. Throughout February and March, students will learn how to design their own Big Thinking Questions 
and use a variety of research tools to find the answers. In spring, students will work to choose a format to share their expertise in a presentation to 
classmates by early June.  Passion projects work well when they are connected to a student’s genuine interests and should be taken on with 
enthusiasm.  Successful projects happen when students willingly take the work beyond the school day and into their everyday lives. Caregivers, be 
on the lookout for more information about your student’s Passion Project, and as always, reach out to Ms. Guitian if you have any questions. 
 

UNIFORM REMINDER   
The HHA student uniform consists of a collared navy-blue shirt or the free HHA student school shirt with tan or 
khaki pants, shorts or skirts. Shorts and skirts may not be shorter than fingertip length. Jeans are not permitted. If 
your child needs an extra layer in the classroom, we suggest a navy blue or tan sweater or crew (not hooded) navy 
blue sweatshirt. Outdoor jackets and hooded sweatshirts are not acceptable to be worn during the day in the 
classroom. 
 

PreK and kindergarten students work on locomotor movements 

Kindergarten students learn about fish by shaping a fish out of food 
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ESOL DEPARTMENT NEWS  
Ms. Hicks, Mr. LaBarr, Ms. Brezenoff, Ms. Ziemba and Ms. Hyatt:   The ESOL teachers are incredibly proud of the perseverance and focus 
demonstrated by students in January. In addition to all of their regular work and various standardized tests, they have taken two parts of the annual 
WIDA assessment. They are busy scholars, but they will give their best effort again in February as they finish the last half of the WIDA test. 
 
 

 
 

As a reminder, students will not be permitted to join two clubs that meet on the same day. 
 

NOTIFICATION OF CLUB OPENINGS 
Parents will be notified two ways regarding club openings. Some club coordinators will send an interest form home with the student to complete 
and return to school. Other coordinators will send out an interest form via e-mail and posting on the HHA Facebook page. Parents signed up to 
receive emails will receive these notifications. You can sign up to receive emails on the HHA website at www.hha47.org.  
 

If more students sign up for a club than there are openings, a lottery will be held. Students selected will receive a 
permission slip. If your child does not receive a permission slip, your child was not selected in the lottery. 

 

 
THE COMMUNITY BUILDERS OF HHA  
SERVICE CLUB FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS 
The Community Builders of HHA will host a band-aid drive in the month of February. When 
a child spends an extended period of time in the hospital many choices are taken away 
from them. Being able to choose a colorful or character band-aid can be a bright spot on an 
otherwise dreary day. To allow them that chance, club members will collect colorful or 
character band-aids in the month of February. All collected band-aids will be donated to 
the University of Maryland Hospital’s Child Life Center. Check out the flyer at the end of the 
news magazine for more details. 
 

STEAM CLUB  
 STEAM Club has begun! Students participating in STEAM are incorporating the disciplines 
of Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Mathematics into after school activities. It 
adds a healthy dose of literacy as well. Additionally, students work on real-world problem-
based learning. STEAM teachers are engaging students in hands-on learning including: 
science experiments, research, technology, design and mathematics. 
 

HORNETS BASKETBALL 
HHA’s basketball team, The Hornets, is in the midst of the season. The team would like to 
thank the staff and students who come out to cheer for them. Many thanks to              
Coach Pratta, Coach Roberts and Athletic Director Joyner for their 
hard work shaping these students and for their emphasis on skills, 
commitment, having fun and sportsmanship. Go Hornets!    

Remaining games are: 

• Monday, February 6th 4:45 – 5:45pm Girls' Basketball Game at 
Armistead Gardens Elementary School, 5001 E Eager St, 
Baltimore, MD 21205 

• Wednesday, February 8th 4:45 – 5:45pm Boys' Basketball 
Game at Booker T. Washington Middle School, 1301 McCulloh 
St, Baltimore, MD 21217, USA; Girls’ Basketball Game 4:45 – 
5:45pm at The Belair-Edison School (Middle), 2800 Brendan 
Ave, Baltimore, MD 21213 

 

 

CLUB/ACTIVITIES NEWS  

Please colorful or 
character band-aids 

only! 

Students learning during STEAM club 

http://www.hha47.org/
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• Thursday, February 9th 4:45 – 5:45pm Girls' Basketball Game at Holabird Middle School, 1701 Delvale Ave, Baltimore, MD 21222; Boys’ 
Basketball Game 5:30 – 6:30pm Holabird Middle School, 1701 Delvale Ave, Baltimore, MD 21222 

• Wednesday, February 15th 4:45 – 5:45pm Girls' Basketball Game at The Commodore John Rodgers School, 100 N Chester St, Baltimore, 
MD 21231, USA; Boys’ Basketball Game 5:30 – 6:30pm at The Commodore John Rodgers School, 100 N Chester St, Baltimore, MD 21231 

• Wednesday, February 22nd 4:45 – 5:45pm Girls' Basketball Game at The SEED School of Maryland, 200 Font Hill Ave, Baltimore, MD 21223; 
Boys’ Basketball Game 5:30 – 6:30pm at The SEED School of Maryland, 200 Font Hill Ave, Baltimore, MD 21223 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

LEARN ABOUT MCAP 
 
 
Spend some time learning about this state assessment for your child at the Maryland State Department of Education 
at https://marylandpublicschools.org/about/Pages/DAAIT/index.aspx 
 

KNOW THE NO’S  
• No gum at school. It is distracting and prevents students from reading aloud clearly. 

• No smoking in or around school property. This is against the law on school property. 

• No double parking or idling at drop-off and pickup. Double parking creates a dangerous situation, and you could get a $252 
ticket for double parking. 

• No crossing in the middle of the street. Cross your child at the corner. Do not encourage your child to get to school by 
crossing in the middle of the street! This can be extremely dangerous for your child. 

• Please remind your child, especially older children, that ball playing is not allowed in front of the school or on the greentop 
during school arrival and dismissal times. Also, ask them to be mindful of smaller children to avoid accidentally bumping 
into them.  

 

     THE COUNTDOWN CONTINUES 
• 52% of the school year is completed 

• 94 of our 180 student days are completed 

• There are approximately 59 school days left until our   
3-8 grade students take the MCAP Assessment in 
reading and math beginning in May, 2023. 

 

The girls’ HHA Hornets Basketball Team in action during a recent game 

FAMILY INFORMATION  

https://marylandpublicschools.org/about/Pages/DAAIT/index.aspx


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

HHA is serious about attendance. Our talented staff cannot teach unless students attend school. There is a district-wide focus on student 
attendance. Again this year, there will be mandatory hearings at school headquarters for the parents of students with poor attendance. Each 

month, the newsletter will include this chart so students and parents can review attendance averages. 

Congratulations to the 2nd Grade Team for having the highest attendance average for January.                                                                                                  
This grade level will receive a PTO sponsored pizza party.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

PADRES UNIDOS/PARENTS UNITED 
Join us Wednesday, February 8th at 8:15 am. There will 

be fun activities to celebrate Black History Month and 

Valentine's Day. The focus of this parent group is to 

strengthen our community across linguistic and 

cultural lines. The group meets monthly to practice 

Spanish and/or English and get to know each other 

better through different activities. 

 

 

January 
Grade 

            
               Attendance% 

HHA average  94.30% 

Grade 2 95.69% 

Grade 5 95.09% 

Grade 7 94.68% 

Grade 8 94.66% 

Grade 6 94.39% 

Kindergarten 94.34% 

Grade 3 94.30% 

PreK 93.48% 

Grade 1 93.39% 

Grade 4 92.58% 

Year 
Grade 

            
               Attendance% 

HHA average  93.76% 

Grade 2 95.08% 

Grade 3 94.42% 

Grade 8 94.11% 

Grade 7 94.00% 

Grade 6 93.92% 

Grade 1 93.55% 

Grade 5 93.41% 

Kindergarten 93.28% 

Grade 4 92.84% 

PreK 92.04% 
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STUDENT ATTENDANCE  

Please mark your child’s name in all of their school items. 
If an item is placed in Lost and Found and a name is not on the item 

and is not claimed after one week, it will be donated to charity! 
 

The second session of Ingles classes started 
with a great turnout. This session will focus 
on the progressive development of the four 

language skills: listening, reading,   
speaking, and writing. 

 



 

SQUARE BREATHING CALM STRIPS                 
A PTO SPONSORED INITIATIVE 
by Steve Plunk, Director of Restorative Practices  
 
In December, the generous PTO funded one of Room 309’s wish list items:  calm strips. Calm strips, 
pictured to the right, are a new type of fidget tool created to provide “sensory stimulation to help 
regulate restless energy and increase focus throughout the day” (www.calmstrips.com). These 
sensory adhesives have a smooth, sand-like quality and are made of a latex-free, vinyl-type material. 
They can be attached to desks, folders, binders or phones, and can safely be used by anyone ages 6 
and up.  
 
Calm strips will be used at HHA to help us launch square breathing, which is the featured breath 
during the morning announcements throughout the 3rd quarter. As students in kindergarten 
through 3rd grade practice each part of the 4-count breath, they can trace the corresponding part of 
the square. These, along with our trained middle school breathing ambassadors, who’ve been 
working with the classrooms daily during morning breathing, will help teach and reinforce this 
powerful breath.  
 
Square breathing calm strips wouldn’t have been possible without the generous donation from the 
PTO along with the help from three dozen students across grades 5 - 8 who helped assemble the 
squares at home as part of a service-learning project. On average, each student made ten squares 
and earned one hour of service learning for their time. As you can see to the right, the results were 
fantastic. 
 
If you’d like to support square breathing at home, here are a few suggestions. While you can order a 
variety of square breathing support tools online, you can also make your own at home for free. Our 
breathing ambassadors use these simple hand-labeled squares when they lead breathing in class.   
 
Another simple and effective way to help teach and reinforce this breathing technique is to show a 
video that guides your child through the steps. Check out these clips that we have used in the 
past:     
 
Younger students:   
https://youtu.be/PHQ7YZYRAms  
https://youtu.be/dJq82z4z_To 
 
Older students:   
https://youtu.be/mgzhKW08bMQ 
https://youtu.be/2FriSddUY84  

Simple visuals with ambient music:   
https://youtu.be/bF_1ZiFta-E 
https://youtu.be/n6RbW2LtdFs 
 
 
 

 
As always, if you have any questions about the Restorative Practices Program, mindfulness 
initiatives, and/or social and emotional learning at HHA, please reach out to Steve Plunk at 
splunk@hha47.org 
 

RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS WEEK   
FEBRUARY 14-20, 2023 
Random Acts of Kindness Week, which runs from February 14th to 
February 20th, is a celebration of all the ways we can become a positive 
influence in each other's lives.  
 
According to www.nationaltoday.com, “a random act of kindness is, in 
most cases, a non-organized and spontaneous gesture of kindness 
towards someone who needs it. The phrase “practice random kindness 
and senseless acts of beauty” was coined by Anne Herbert in 1982. It was a response to another phrase about random acts of violence and 
senseless acts of cruelty — and written with the aim of putting an end to violence. Herbert wrote it first on a placemat in Sausalito, California and it 
eventually turned into a children’s book called “Random Kindness and Senseless Acts of Beauty” that was published in February 1993.” 
  
At HHA, various clubs have sponsored initiatives for kindness week, this year being no exception. Watch for a new bulletin board installation on the 
first floor as well as posters around the school, all promoting messages of kindness.  This year, kindness week coincides with the Second Step 

Calm Strips 

Home-made square breathing 
supports 
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http://www.calmstrips.com/
https://youtu.be/PHQ7YZYRAms
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Empathy and Kindness Unit for grades kindergarten - 5, which was highlighted in the January news magazine at this link https://hha47.org/news-
magazine/ . Be sure to check out the ideas for how to reinforce this key social and emotional learning skill at home. The HHA PTO is also sponsoring 
Bee Kind Activities. At the back of the news magazine, find a calendar with a daily example of showing kindness. 
 

A SAFETY MESSAGE FROM BGE  
Dear Parents,  

In the coming weeks, Baltimore Gas and Electric (BGE) will begin a project to upgrade the 
natural gas lines in the vicinity of Hampstead Hill Academy. This is part of BGE’s Operation 
Pipeline initiative to modernize gas equipment throughout our service area to continue 

delivering natural gas to you safely and reliably. There are more than 100 similar neighborhood gas upgrade projects completed, underway, or 
beginning soon. 

The upgrade to the gas equipment near 
Hampstead Hill Academy will be performed 
during regular school hours. No interruption 
to gas service to the school is expected and 
we need your support and cooperation to 
make this project a success.  

We anticipate daily work to begin around 
8:15a.m. following student drop-off. When 
dropping off and picking up your child(ren), 
please be mindful and obey all “No Parking” 
signs. These are in place for safety and 
construction purposes, and it is critical to 
keep these areas clear for work to begin in 
timely manner.  

We will aim to complete heavy construction 
work before dismissal each day, but it is 
possible that work may still be ongoing when 
students are leaving the facility. If active 
construction activity is ongoing during 
dismissal, please remind your child(ren) to 
respect and avoid work areas for their safety. 
Keeping you and your children safe is our 
highest priority and avoiding the hazards of a 
construction zone is the best safety 
precaution. 

If you have any questions, you can contact 
our project team by email at 
OperationPipeline@bge.com or by phone at 
410-470-7700.  

We will work diligently to ensure work is completed in a timely manner and as smoothly as possible. We thank you for your patience and 
understanding as we complete this important safety and reliability project.  

Sincerely,  

Ed Gravely  
Project Manager, BGE 

 
 
MESSAGE FROM THE PTO 
We hope that you have been having a wonderful time with your family and look forward to continuing an educational and successful school year. 
With your participation in the PTO, we can accomplish more together. Volunteers always welcome for any or all school events!  

 

PTO NEWS  

https://hha47.org/news-magazine/
https://hha47.org/news-magazine/
mailto:OperationPipeline@bge.com
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TRANSLATION AT PTO MEETINGS 
Participants will no longer need to request translation at PTO meetings. Spanish language translation will be available at meetings regardless of 
request. Please join us! 
 

HARRIS TEETER 
Attach your Harris Teeter VIC card to HHA via the store’s Together in Education Program. When you shop Harris Teeter brands, a percentage of 
your purchase is donated to the school that your VIC card is linked to. There are no limits to how much a school can earn, and in past years HHA has 
earned thousands to support school initiatives. However, families must register to earn funds. The school code to register at your Harris Teeter 
customer service is (2488). You can sign up online at harristeeter.com/together-in-education. Questions?  
 

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION 
Download the box tops for education app from the Google play store and don’t forget to upload your receipts of participating products on the app 
so that HHA can receive credits that are donated to the school which are used for school essentials. 
 

UPCOMING PTO EVENTS 

PTO Happy Hour will be held on February 24, 2023 at 6pm - be on the lookout for a flyer with detailed information. Also, information about the 
school spirit store will be posted shortly with a link where you will be able to purchase your items.  
 

Have any questions, email HHAPTO@gmail.com. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

• Southeast Anchor Library - located at 3601 Eastern Avenue; 410-396-1580, www.prattlibrary.org/locations/southeast/ 

• Friends of Patterson Park – located at 27 S. Patterson Park Avenue; 410-276-3676, pattersonpark.com/ 

• Creative Alliance at the Patterson – located at 3134 Eastern Avenue, 410-276-1651, creativealliance.org  

• Patterson Park Audubon Center – located at 2901 E. Baltimore Street, 410-558-2473, pattersonpark.audubon.org/  

• Please check the back of the news magazine for additional event information!  

 

 

FAMILY FUN IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD 



 

 

 

 

A Special Thank You to Our Volunteers… 

Our PTO Officers: Vic Victoriano, Danielle Kelly, Jonathan Rothstein,           

Lillian Prado, Ms. Douglas, Cait Drake, Jill Vasbinder Morrison, Kate Porter,    

Katie Stewart, Yan Zhao-Hylkema 

All of our parents who volunteered for field trips! Thank you also to: 

Ms. Anya Cappolla 

Mr. Micah Webster 

Mr. Joe Manfre 

Ms. Samantha LaBelle 

Ms. Jil Krause 

Mr. Sean Behre 

Ms. Valorie Lightner 

Mr. Braxton Andrews 

Mr. Joe DiSeta 

Kahealarin Chai 

Mr. Aaron Kakazu 

Kavya Velliangiri 

Ms. Adrienne Ekas 

Ms.  Vasiliki Georgakakou 

Mr. Dave O’Connor 

 

 

Please remember to sign in when you volunteer so we can acknowledge           

you on this page. 

 

 

 

 



 



 



Nos vemos
Miércoles, 8 de febrero a las 8:15 am en la cafetería

Tendremos actividades divertidas para celebrar

Mes de la Historia Afroamericana y el Día de San
Valentín

Somos únicos y afortunados por tener una escuela tan maravillosamente diversa. En
este grupo de padres nos centramos en cómo fortalecer nuestra comunidad a través de
líneas lingüísticas y culturales. Nos reunimos cada mes para practicar nuestro español

y/o inglés, conocernos mejor a través de diferentes actividades .

"Mi humanidad está ligada a la tuya, porque sólo podemos ser humanos
juntos".

-Desmond Tutu

¡Todos los padres de HHA están invitados!



Join us
Wednesday, February  8th  at  8:15 am in the

cafeteria

We’ll  have fun activities to celebrate

Black History Month & Valentine's Day

We are so unique and fortunate to have such a wonderfully diverse school. In this
parent group, we focus on strengthening our community across linguistic and cultural
lines. We meet monthly to practice our Spanish and/or English and get to know each

other better through different Activities.

“My humanity is bound up in yours, for we can only be human
together.”

-Desmond Tutu

All HHA parents are invited!



The Child Life Center 
at 

Spending time in the hospital and having procedures can be a stressful 
and scary time for children.  Character and colorful band aids can be 

comforting and give them a feeling of control over the situation.  Bring 
a smile to a child’s face and donate a box or two today!!  

 

Donations can be given to  
homeroom teachers or dropped 

off in the donation box in the 
school office. 



February Random Acts of Kindness! 

 
Presented by the Parent-Teacher Organization  

Bee Kind Month 

 

Show your school spirit and join us in performing these 

random acts of kindness! 

 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 4 

 

  Give someone 

a compliment 

Say “Please” 

and “Thank 

you” in the 

lunch line 

Hold the door 

for others 

 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

 Say “Hello” to 

someone new 

Let the 

school office 

know they are 

appreciated 

Help your 

teacher with a 

task 

Share with 

someone 

Make 

someone 

laugh 

 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

 

Be kind to 

yourself and 

eat something 

healthy 

Give someone 

a valentine 

Give someone 

encouragement 

Say “Thank 

you” to your 

teachers 

Write or say 

“Thank you” 

to your family 

 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

 

Do a chore at 

home without 

being asked 

Help your 

teacher with 

a task 

Pick up a piece 

of trash 

Help a fellow 

student 

Give someone 

a fist bump 

 

26 27 28     

 

Smile at 

everyone in 

the hallways 

Make a goal 

to be kind all 

year long 

    

Thank you for your kindness!! 

 



¡Febrero Actos de bondad al azar! 

 
Presentado por la Organización de Padres yEducadores  

Mes de la Bondad de la Abeja 

¡Muestre su espíritu escolar y únase a nosotros para realizar 

estos actos de bondad al azar! 

 

 

Domingo Lunes Martes Miércoles Jueves Viernes Sábado 

   1 2 3 4 

 

  Dale un 
cumplido a 
alguien 

Diga "Por favor" 
y "Gracias" en la 
fila del 
almuerzo 

Mantenga la 
puerta para los 
demás 

 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

 Di "Hola" a 
alguien nuevo 

Hágale saber a 
la oficina de la 
escuela que son 
apreciados 

Ayuda a tu 
profesor con 
una tarea 

Compartir con 
alguien 

Hacer reír a 
alguien 

 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

 

Sé amable 
contigo mismo 
y come algo 
saludable 

Regala a 
alguien un San 
Valentín 

Animar a 
alguien 

Di "Gracias" a 
tus profesores 

Escriba o diga 
"Gracias" a su 
familia 

 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

 

Haga una tarea 
en casa sin que 
se lo pidan 

Ayuda a tu 
profesor con 
una tarea 

Recoge un 
pedazo de 
basura 

Ayuda a un 
compañero 

Dale a alguien 
un puño bump 

 

26 27 28     

 

Sonríe a todos 
en los pasillos 

Ponte la meta 
de ser amable 
durante todo el 
año 

    

¡Gracias por su amabilidad! 

 



 



  

 

BIRDING 
FEBRUARY 18 AND 25 
Join us in Druid Hill Park & Patterson Park 
Audubon experts lead us in search of avian friends every month in these 
two city parks. Experience Birding in Baltimore City! No experience is 
necessary – perfect for beginners and experts alike. Registration is 
required and Audubon’s COVID-19 rules must be followed by all 
participants.  

WILDLIFE GARDENING WORKSHOPS 
FEBRUARY  23 AND 28 
Learn how to transform your home, school, work, or community space into 
a bird and butterfly paradise! 
Join us for one of our popular Wildlife Gardening Workshops, now 
available via Zoom. 
 

I BIRD I VOTE | CONSERVATION SUMMIT 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2023 

9:00AM - 4:00PM 
Audubon Mid-Atlantic invites you to join us for this year’s I Bird I Vote 
Conservation Summit! The in-person portion of this summit will be held at 
the Chesapeake Bay Foundation’s headquarters in Annapolis, MD, on 
Registration is $30 and includes lunch, coffee, snacks, and all sessions. 
Scholarships available.  
 

Visit patterson.audubon.org/events 

for info & to register. 

 

 

Patterson Park 

Audubon Center 

Birding Events 

──── 

Druid Hill Park 

Meet at 3001 East 

Dr. 

Saturday, FEB 18 

──── 

Patterson Park 

Meet at the fountain 

Saturday, FEB 25 

──── 

8:00 – 9:30 AM 

FREE! 

Registration 

required! 

All ages & experience 

levels welcome. 

FOLLOW US + TAG US 

www. facebook.com/ 

PattersonParkAudubonCenter 

@audubon_pattersonpark 

patterson.audubon.org 

 



 



 



your journey starts here

Storytimes at Canton

The free educational and cultural programs at Pratt 
libraries are made possible by the generous support of 

donors to the Enoch Pratt Free Library.

prattlibrary.org
Canton Branch 
1030 S. Ellwood Ave.

Baby & Toddler Storytime
Fridays, 10:30 a.m. & 11:30 a.m.
Stories, movement, play, and songs for 
babies and toddlers. For little ones under 
two with a favorite adult. All abilities 
welcome. 

This program will be held at the Church on 
the Square, located behind the library on 
1025 S. Potomac St.

Music & Movement Storytime
Tuesdays, 4:00 p.m.
Shimmy, shake, wiggle, and giggle as we 
share music- and movement-themed 
books, interactive songs, and fun activities 
to get kids (and adults) up and moving! 
For families with children ages 0 – 5.

free TO BMORE
#atthepratt



February Programs 

PROGRAMS
Black History Month Fact Find & Who’s Who
All Month
Test your knowledge of Black history as well as your sleuthing 
skills in a Black History Month fact find.

Slimey Wednesdays
Wednesdays, February 1, 8, 15 & 22, 3:30pm 
Come to the library to make a cool slime every Wednesday!

Grow a Wetland in a Jar
 Thursday, February 2, 3:30pm
Find out about Maryland's wetland ecosystems, then make a 
wetland in a jar. This program will be bilingual

Recycled Wreath 
Monday, February 6, 3:30pm 
Come make a colorful wreath from recycled materials.

Library Karaoke: Belt Your Heart Out! 
Tuesday, February 14, 3:30pm 
Come to the library to sing a love song or a song you love! 

Southeast Anchor Library 
3601 Eastern Avenue
Monday - Thursday: 10:00 - 8:00
Friday & Saturday: 10:00 - 5:00

WEEKLY STORYTIMES
Baby & Toddler Storytime 
Tuesdays at 12:00 pm 

An interactive storytime program with 
music and movement. 

Family Storytime 
Fridays at 11:00 am 

An interactive storytime program with 
music and movement. 



Febrero Programas 

PROGRAMAS 
Investigación y Personalidades del Mes de la Historia Negra
Todo el mes
Pon a prueba tu conocimiento de la Historia Negra al igual que 
tus habilidades detectivescas en una investigación del Mes de 
la Historia Negra.

Miércoles viscosos
Miércoles, 1, 8, 15 y 22 de febrero, 3:30pm
¡Ven a la biblioteca a hacer una genial baba pegajosa todos los 
miércoles!

Haz un humedal en un tarro
Jueves, 2 de febrero, 3:30pm
Aprende sobre los ecosistemas de humedales de Maryland, 
entonces haz un humedal en un tarro. Este programa será 
bilingüe.

Guirnalda reciclada
Lunes, 6 de febrero, 3:30pm
Ven a hacer una guinarlda colorida con materiales reciclado

Karaoke en la biblioteca: ¡Canta con el alma!
Martes, 14 de febrero, 3:30pm
¡Ven a la biblioteca para cantar una canción de amor o una 
canción que ames!

Southeast Anchor Library 
3601 Eastern Avenue
Lunes -  Jueves: 10:00-8:00
Viernes y  Sabado: 10:00-5:00

LECTURA DE CUENTOS 

SEMANAL
Cuentos para bebés y niños pequeños
Martes a las 12:00 pm

Un programa de narrativa interactiva con 
música y movimiento. 

Cuentos familiares
Viernes a las 11:00 am

Un programa de narrativa interactiva con 
música y movimiento. 



Enoch Pratt Free Library 
 

Canton Branch 
1030 S. Ellwood Ave 

 

February 2023 Children's Programs 
 

 

Storytimes 
 

Music & Movement Storytime: Tuesdays, 4 pm 

 

Baby & Toddler Storytime: Fridays, 10:30 & 11:30 am, at Church on the Square 

 

 

Weekly Programs 
 

Playdate @ the Library 

Mondays, 11:00 am – 12 noon 

Ages 0-3 

Babies and toddlers are invited to join us for enriching play time at the library. 

 

Drop-In Building Blocks 

Mondays, 4:00 – 5:30 pm 

All ages 

Come and create using LEGO® bricks, blocks, and other fun stackables. 

 

Crafternoon 

Thursdays, 4:30 – 5:30 pm (except Feb. 23) 

All ages 

Join Miss Lisa for an afternoon of crafts and open art play. 

 

  



Special Programs 
 

Abominable Obstacle Course 

Saturday, February 11, 11:00 am – 12 noon 

Ages 3+ 

Warm up with a chilly challenge. Balance on a snowflake, waddle like a penguin, and 

climb a snowy mountain to beat the Abominable Obstacle Course. 

 

OrchKids Cello Concert 

Thursday, February 23, 4:00 pm 

All ages. 

Performers from the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra's OrchKids, a music program 

designed to create social change and nurture promising futures for youth in Baltimore 

City, will play a concert for kids. 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

1 Breakfast Pizza
Assorted Cold Cereal

Nutrigrain Bar
Ginger Gold Apple

Banana
Milk

2 Turkey Sausage & Egg
Breakfast Sandwich

Assorted Cold Cereal
Nutrigrain Bar

Banana
Fresh Orange

Milk

3 Apple Cinnamon Texas
Toast

Assorted Cold Cereal
Nutrigrain Bar

Assorted Fresh Fruit
Milk

6 Peach & Raspberry
Yogurt

Crunchy Granola
Clusters

Graham Crackers
Peachy Applesauce

Cup
100% Fruit Juice

7 Pancake
Turkey Sausage Patty

Syrup
Assorted Cold Cereal

Graham Crackers
Ginger Gold Apple

Milk

8 Breakfast Pizza
Assorted Cold Cereal

Nutrigrain Bar
Ginger Gold Apple

Banana
Milk

9 Assorted Cold Cereal
Nutrigrain Bar

Banana
Applesauce Cup

Milk

10 Oatmeal Breakfast Bun
Assorted Cold Cereal

Graham Crackers
Assorted Fresh Fruit

Milk

13 Peach & Raspberry
Yogurt

Graham Crackers
Nutrigrain Bar

Peachy Applesauce
Cup

100% Fruit Juice
Milk

14 French Toast Sticks
Syrup

Assorted Cold Cereal
Nutrigrain Bar

Ginger Gold Apple
Black Plum

Milk

15 Breakfast Pizza
Assorted Cold Cereal

Nutrigrain Bar
Banana

Black Plum
Milk

16 Cocoa Crustable
Sandwich

Assorted Cold Cereal
Nutrigrain Bar

Assorted Fresh Fruit
Milk

17 Sweet Potato Swirl
Assorted Cold Cereal

Graham Crackers
Milk

Applesauce Cup
Banana

20 Strawberry Banana
Yogurt

Crunchy Granola
Clusters

Graham Crackers
100% Fruit Juice

Peachy Applesauce
Cup
Milk

21 Pancake
Turkey Sausage Patty

Syrup
Assorted Cold Cereal

Graham Crackers
Ginger Gold Apple

Black Plum
Milk

22 Plain Bagel
Cinnamon Raisin Bagel

Plain Cream Cheese
Assorted Cold Cereal

Nutrigrain Bar
Banana

Fresh Peach
Milk

23 Breakfast Pizza
Assorted Cold Cereal

Nutrigrain Bar
Banana

Fresh Orange
Milk

24 Oatmeal Breakfast Bun
Assorted Cold Cereal

Nutrigrain Bar
Assorted Fresh Fruit

Milk

27 Peach & Raspberry
Yogurt

Graham Crackers
Nutrigrain Bar

Peachy Applesauce
Cup

100% Fruit Juice
Milk

28 French Toast Sticks
Syrup

Nutrigrain Bar
Assorted Cold Cereal

Black Plum
Ginger Gold Apple

Milk

February 2023
K - 12 Breakfast Menu      

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

Options Available Daily
at Breakfast:

Cold Cereal Options- 
Apple Cinnamon

Cheerios, Multi-Grain
Cheerios, Original

Cheerios, Cinnamon
Toast Crunch, Golden
Grahams, Honey Kix 

 
1% White Milk & Fat Free

White Milk 
(View Nutritional

Information) 
Menu subject to change

Students must select at least 3 food items.

One item must be a serving of fruit or vegetable.

https://www.schoolnutritionandfitness.com/webmenus2/index.php#/view?id=599dd38d4d4a133733f4764d


 

1% white milk, fat free 

white milk and 

sometimes fat free 

chocolate milk or 

strawberry milk 


